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GUMC Softball Team  IS back on top!!  



 

 

(Meetings  scheduled  for 4th Tuesday of the month) 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 

Because of the LordŹs great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail.  They are new every morning;  great is 
your faithfulness.                                      Lamentations 3:22-24 
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The (3) Fõs!  
 
Family, as we continue to learn and grow in community, I sense that God has a great work in 
store for us as a church. To be sure, this work will be demanding, daunting, and challenging. It 
will require a steadfast spirit, a willingness to sacrifice, and a love for one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ that transcends all things.  
 
I believe there are three òFõsó that, if we hold on to them, there is no limit as to what we can ac-
complish as Godõs church.  
 
We must remain:  
 

¶ Faithful. Faithful in our respective assignments, faithful in our devotion to God and the 
church. Faithful in our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. Faithful in our service 
to the wider community.  

¶ Focused. Focused in our approach to ministry, focused on the tasks that we have to 

carry out. Focused on being shining lights in an increasingly dark world, focused on 
carrying out Godõs will to the best of our ability, with God being our helper. 

¶ Fortified. Fortified in our faith so that we arenõt distracted by the schemes, plans, and 
plots that the enemy devises to demean and discourage, so that it can ultimately de-
feat Godõs people.  

 
 

If we adhere to the three òFõs,ó watch what God does in our lives, in the life of the church, and in 
the life of the community we have been called to serve.  
 
Please know that I love you, but God loves you more! 
 
In His Service, 
Rev. Dr. Cary L. Beckwith 
 
 



 

 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Emmy Thies  & Dianna Miller
Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry 

Time to say good-bye to summer!  
We wrapped up a fantastic summer with an ice cream 
social that our VBS leaders and youth enjoyed together 
at the park. We really had a great VBS and fun sum-
mertime activities. Thanks to all who joined us and volun-
teered their time and donated many wonderful items for 
VBS and activities throughout the summer. We couldnõt 
do it without you! 
 
A new school year has begun and that means that 
UNITEkids and Bible Buddies are so excited to begin 
meeting again! Our first meeting will be on Wednes-
day, September 9, at Pekin First UMC, 1315 Court 
Street in Pekin. We will meet from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
each week.  

This year we are asking all participants to register for UNITEkids or Bible Buddies. There is a 
parent handbook to read and sign. We begun distributing handbooks the week of August 24. 
Please see Ms. Dianna or Ms. Emmy for more details. 
 

This year, we have another exciting announcement. We are creating a second opportunity to 

join in the youth group fun. Itõs called UNITEkids The Weekend Edition! We wanted to make 

sure that everyone ages Pre-K through 5th grade has an opportunity to join us, so we added a 

second option. We will meet at Pekin First UMC on Saturday nights from 5-6 p.m. each week 

beginning September 19!  

To Contact, email: 
Ms. Dianna<dmiller@pekingrace.org> 

 
Ms. Emmy <ethies@pekingrace.org> 
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 YOUTH MINISTRY 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin  
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Help Wanted 
Our youth group is seeking a volunteer van driver to help transport stu-
dents for our regular Wednesday meetings that will resume on 9/9. We 
have about 15 youth who rely on the van service to get to youth group. If 
you're interested in serving or would like more details, please let the 
church office know or talk with Brionna.  
 
Not wanting to drive? We have a place for you.  We are also looking 
for adult volunteers to help mentor our youth and build them up. Please 
let the office or Brionna at bgoodin@pekingrace.com know 
if youõre interested.  

Important Dates  
9/2ð Not Meeting  

9/9 - First night back!  
¶ Junior high 5:30-7p.m.  

¶ High School 7-8:30p.m.  

9/19 - Playground Yard Work,  1p.m.  
9/27 - Volunteer check in 10 am in the gym (youth 
group adult volunteers meet in the gym to talk 
about whatõs working and what needs improvement)  
9/30 - Youth lead UniteKids. ALL youth meeting from 
5:30-7p.m.  

The youth had such an amazing summer helping with VBS, cleaning the 
Mason building, and enjoying our fellowship opportunities at mini golf & 
paddle boats, the ice cream social, Heavenly Stacks, and lake day for 
the high school group. Please continue prayers for our youth as they start 

the new school year.  



 

 

Church News 

Snack Packs: Small Bags, Big Impact 

As our students head back to school this year, Grace United 
Methodist Church will continue to support them through the Snack 
Pack Program. Snack Packs are provided to students whose fami-
lies need food assistance. Families who choose to participate re-
ceive a Snack Pack once a week, generally on Fridays, providing 
them with extra food to help get through the weekend. 

 
Grace United Methodist Church supports this important ministry in several ways. Our 
church provides the trailer used to pick up food from Midwest Food Bank, space to 
store the Snack Pack supplies, andñmost importantlyñsome of the dedicated peo-
ple who help keep this program going and growing in our community. As many of 
you know, our founding Snack Pack coordinator, Gloria Ranney, passed away in 
March of this year. As a Grace Church community, we know what a tremendous 
loss that was. Gloria poured so much love, energy, and compassion into this 
ministry and created a beautiful example of what it means to serve others. 
 
Humbly, I am going to attempt to continue the work Gloria began. I know I 
will never fill her shoes, but with your help, we can continue making sure that hun-
gry students in our community have food to take home on the weekends. 

Would you like to be part of this amazing ministry? There are many ways you can help: 

¶ Pray for our volunteers and the families we serve. 
¶ Help pack Snack Packs on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. 

¶ Help unload the trailer on the first Wednesday of each month. 

¶ Donate special items for students with food allergies. 

¶ Make a financial donation to the Snack Pack Program through Grace United Method-

ist Church. 

If you are interested in helping, please fill out this form: Snack Pack Volunteer Form 

When you fill out the form, your name will be added to a volunteer spreadsheet, and I will con-
tact you when opportunities are coming up. You can join us whenever you are availableñthere 
is no long-term commitment required. 

Gloria created such a beautiful, Christ-like example during her time 
with us. It is an honor to follow in her footsteps and, with the support of 
Grace United Methodist Church and our wonderful community, continue 
the Snack Pack Program in her memory. 

Thank you for helping us make sure that no child has to wonder if 
they will have food for the weekend.   

 
Stacey Melloy 

smelloy4@gmail.com 
 

 

SNACK PACKS 

https://forms.gle/6sJTztuVpKhdEp5A6?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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PERSONAL AND CONGREGATIONAL  
GROWTH WEEKEND  Church News 

About 60 Grace members met on Saturday and 
Sunday, August 15 and 16, for a Personal/
Congregational growth event.  Rev. Dr. James 
Fielder, director of Kaleidoscope Institute and 
our incoming District Superintendent beginning 
next January, along with his wife Tia and D.S. 
Mike Crawford, led participants in the interac-
tive session.   
 
On Saturday, we looked at respectful communi-
cation guidelines to allow us to navigate differ-
ences in backgrounds, personalities, and cultures.  
After a box lunch on Sunday, the group divided 
into tables according to the decade they joined 
the church to reflect on the strength and chal-
lenges the congregation has faced in both the 
past and present.  
 

The purpose of  the event was to lay a founda-

tion as we move forward with our new pastor, 

Rev. Dr. Cary Beckwith.  We will be considering 

how to extend the church beyond our walls, what 

our witness looks like in our community, and how 

we can spread the love of Jesus Christ to every-

one who enters our doors.  



 

 

Get Involved: Weekly Activities  

Sanctuary choir will begin rehearsals on 
Wednesday, September 9 at 6 p.m. 

Our first Sunday singing will be Sunday, Sep-

tember 20. 
 

Grace Bells are looking for members.  See Dr. 
Jim Rimington if interested. They practice on 
Mondays at 4:45 p.m.  Practices will resume 
September 14.   
 

Unitekids/ Bible Buddies resumes on Septem-
ber 9 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.   Preregistration is 
required this year to make sure we have 
enough helpers.  It starts the school year meet-
ing at our sister church, Pekin First UMC, 1315 
Court Street, and then will transition to Pekin 
Grace for October through March. 
 

Ignite Youth Resumes September 9 at Pekin 
Grace UMC in the youth room.   

¶ Junior high 5:30-7 p.m.  

¶ High School 7-8:30p.m.  
 

Journey Class continues to meet every Sun-
day in Upper Room at 10 a.m. All are wel-
come to join in their weekly study of the Bible.   
This group also gets together for fellowship 
once a month.  
 

Men’s Fellowship Menõs Fellowship always 
meets on Tuesdays, in the Hospitality Area at 
8 a.m. All men are welcome to join! They enjoy 
fresh coffee and donuts. 
 

Susannah Circle This group of women meets 
every three months for food and fellowship. 
All ladies are welcome to meet with them.  
Their next meeting will be September 24 at 9 
a.m. at the UAW Café.  
 

Women’s Bible Study Meets weekly on Thurs-
day mornings.  This year the time will change 
to 9 a.m.  The topics they have covered vary 
but are usually women centric.  This study will 
resume on September 17 in the Upper Room.  
All women are welcome to attend.  
 

Church News 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Bible study is crucial for deepening faith and 
understanding life's purpose. By exploring 
Biblical texts, individuals gain spiritual insight 
and learn to navigate daily challenges with 
wisdom. This practice strengthens the rela-
tionship with God and builds community 
among believers.  
 

In September, we would like to encourage 
our members to get into the habit of study-
ing the Bible and becoming more engaged 
with Godõs word. Join with Pastor Cary in 
learning more from the Bible.   

¶ Adult Bible Study, Hospitality Area, at 

11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Tuesdays starting on 
September 1 

¶ Young Adult Study on Thursdays,  6-7 
p.m. starting on September 3 

 

Book Club 
Book Club will meet Tuesday, September 
8at 10 a.m. in the library at Pekin Estates. 
We will discuss Sandpebbles by Patricia 
Hickman. We have a congenial group but 
would be happy to welcome new members. 
Call Sandy Isenburg at 309-241-1411 if 
you have any questions.  
 

Church Women United 
Church Women Unitedõs next meeting will be 
held at Pekin Grace UMC.  The meeting will 
be in the Hospitality Area at 9:30 a.m.  Fri-
day, September 11.   All are welcome.    

 

Items being collected that day include:   

¶ Lap robes (40ó x 48ó or 36ó x 36ó) 

¶ Prayer Shawls    

¶ Layette (items include 3 sleepers, 2 one-
sies, 2 receiving blankets, a blanket or 
quilt, socks or booties, and  12 disposa-
ble diapers)      

 

Any donations for this would be appreciated 
and can be brought to the church office.    
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One Worship Service Weekend 
The weekend of the Marigold Festival 
Grace will only have one worship service.  
This service will be Saturday, September 
12, at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  If you 
cannot make this service, we encourage you 
to attend the Marigold Festival Community 
Worship Service.  
 

Community Worship Service  
We encourage everyone to come to the 
Marigold Festival Community Worship Ser-
vice where we can worship together as a 
community.   
Steven D. Skinner Performing Arts Venue 
9 ð 9:30 a.m. ð Pre-worship music and gath-
ering 
9:30 ð 10:30 a.m.  ð Community worship 
service 
 

Leadership Retreat 
ALL CHURCH Leadership Retreat (Vision 
Retreat and potluck) on September 19 
from 10 a.m. -1 p.m.  Bring a dish to share.  
 

Charge Conference 
North District Charge Conference will be at 
Tremont Methodist Church, 112 W Pearl 
St., at 3:30 p.m. on September 27.  All are 
welcome to attend.  If you are unable to 
come but would like to see the information 
that is turned in at the conference, you may 
pick up a packet of information from the 
church office after the conference.  
 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are always needed.  Call the 
office or talk with Pastor Cary about your 
talents.  Maybe the church can utilize your 
skills for the good of the kingdom.  We need 
everyone!  
 

UniteLittles: Fun on the Farm 
Unitelittles will meet on  Sunday, Septem-
ber 6, from 3-4 p.m. at Pekin First UMC in 
the nursery.   The theme for the time to-
gether will be Fun on the Farm.  Come and 
enjoy time interacting with other momõs and  
littles.   

Church News 

LOOKING AHEAD-Hunger Walk 
Join us for the Mike Caringello Memorial Hun-
ger Walk on October 3 at 10 a.m. at Mineral 
Springs Park. Mike was a long-time leader in 
our community and a dedicated member of 
Grace United Methodist Church, where he 
served as an usher, acolyte, and greeter for 
many years. He initiated the Hunger Walk sev-
eral years ago, and since then, it has raised 
thousands of dollars to help feed those in need 
in Pekin. Mike had a deep compassion for the 
hungry and took seriously Jesusõ command to 
òfeed my sheep.ó This year, the funds raised 
from the Hunger Walk will be evenly distribut-
ed among the Pekin Outreach Center, Grace 
United Methodist Church Food Pantry, and the 
Salvation Army.  
 
If you are unable to attend the walk, you can 
still contribute by sending your donation to 
Grace United Methodist Church. Alternatively, 
you can bring your donation to the park on Oc-
tober 3 and join us in walking a mile around 
the beautiful lagoon.  
Come share in the fellowship, and together letõs 
help feed those who are hungry. If you have 
any questions, please call Brenda Nelson at 
309-202-0926 or Phil Icenogle at 309-369-
7354. 
 

Communication 
Communication can be tricky with all the differ-
ent ways there are to communicate in the world.   
Grace UMC primarily uses a church wide email 
to send out weekly updates and a copy of the 
Grace Notes publication to inform of upcoming 
events.  The Grace App also is a resource for 
upcoming activities.  If you would like to be a 
part of this publication please let the office 
know.   Either by sending an email to secre-
tary@pekingrace.com or calling the office at 
309-347-7131.    
 

Facebook 
Follow us on Facebook. Grace United Methodist 
Church has a Facebook site.  Follow us for up-
dates on activities, worship services, and fun 
events. Worship services are streamed live on 
Facebook and YouTube.  
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Church News 

Renaming of Food Pantry 
Sunday, August 16th, was a glorious day in 
the life of Pekin Grace as we celebrated 
the life, legacy, and ministry of one of 
Godõs most faithful servants, Mrs. Gloria 
Ranney, by dedicating the food pantry in 
her honor.  
 
Gloria was a woman of extraordinary char-
acter who lived her life in service to her 
God, family, and community. For many 
years,  she has led the food pantry with the 
help of other dedicated members of Grace.   
 

 
Her beloved husband, Gregory, shared 
words of tribute and thanks on behalf of 
their family. The entire church family cele-
brated such a wonderful occasion by sur-
rounding the family in love and support.  
 
I consider it a privilege to announce that 
henceforth and forevermore, Pekin Graceõs 
food pantry shall be known as the òGloria 
Ranney Food Pantry!ó  
 

To God Be The Glory! 
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August Birthdays 

Sue Crowell  1 
Ron Robinson  2 
Tom Patterson  4 
Morgan Turner 4 
Laura Swearingen 5 
Barbara Wright 6 
Alice Cakora  8 
Kevin Stark  12 
Robyn O'Shaughnessy 12 
Ken Bradshaw 13 
Marv Brown  14 
Sarah McKenzie 16 
Ed Mulvey   17 
Barbara Harper 18 
Jim Stallwitz  18 
Tracy Parkin  18 
Nick Patterson 20 
Nancy Wherry 20 
Linda Smith  20 
Zach Bruns  21 
Cindy Carlton  21 
Linda Stoner  24 

Sara Golden  25 
Ann Tunis   25 
Chris Onken  25 
Judy Warner  25 
Todd Tennell  26 
Tammy Denning 26 
Shannon Tebben-

Sandoval   26 
Bruce Ripper  30 
Gerry Zuercher 30 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12 -1 pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

 

Barb & Duane Hill 

Janet Ray 

Judy Weber 

Kevin Stark 

Long Term Prayers 

Christie McDuff 

Greg Krause 

Judy Kimzey Booher (Becket) 

Linda Stoner 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  If you would like to be kept on longer, 
please call the office, 309-347-7131. 

September 1  
Adult Bible Study STARTS, meets weekly, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study STARTS, meets weekly, Hospitality Area, 6 p.m. 

September 3  
Young Adult Bible Study STARTS, Hospitality Area, 6 p.m. 

September 6  
UNITElittles, Pekin First UMC Nursery, 3-4 p.m.  

September 7  
Office Closed for Labor Day 

September 8  
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m. 

September 9  
UNITEkids and Bible Buddies Resume @ Pekin First UMC, 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

IGNITEyouth RETURNS to Pekin Grace,  
Jr. High 5:30 -7 p.m. and Sr. High 7-8:30 p.m.  

Choir Resumes, 6 p.m.  
September 11  

Church Women United, Hospitality area, 9:30 a.m.  
September 12  

Gloria Ranney Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
Combined Worship Service-Saturday Service is combined!   

All services meet at the church at 5:30 p.m.   
September 13   

Regularly scheduled services cancelled 
Come to the Marigold Festival Community Worship Service  

Steven D. Skinner Performing Arts Venue 
9 ð 9:30 a.m.  ð Pre-worship music and gathering 
9:30 ð 10:30 a.m.  ð Community worship service 

September 14  
Bells Resume, 4:45 p.m.  

September 16  
Finance Team Meeting, Upper Room, 5:30 p.m. 

September 19  
ALL CHURCH Retreat (Vision Retreat and potluck) 10 a.m. -1 p.m.  

Youth Playground/yard work, Hospitality Area, 1 p.m.  
September 23  

Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m. 
Outreach Team, Hospitality Area, 5 p.m.  

Snack Packs, Lower Level 2, 10 a.m.  
September 24  

Susannah Circle, UAW Café, 9 a.m.  
September 26  

Gloria Ranney Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
September 27  

Youth Volunteer Check-In, 10 a.m. in the GFFLC (gym) 
North District Charge Conference, at Tremont, 3:30 p.m.  

September 28  
Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m. 

September 30  
Parent Informational Winterxtreme meeting,  

Mason Building youth room, 7 p.m.  


