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God....
. 1S our creator
- knows everything
- 1s our safe place
. 1s love
. 1S forever
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Just sharing some thoughts from over my
years in ministry, nothing too profound.

Thank you alll | figure that as all past ministers finish their ministry at one charge, they say, "it
has been a privilege and honor to serve here." It is true for me in my é months here, but it has
been much more. It has been fun. You have made it enjoyable. | was able to connect with old
friends and make new ones. | was able to work with a wonderful staff and watch as the leader-
ship team put together new teams (committees) and took charge of what is happening at the
church. My wife Alice has enjoyed meeting and making friends here. (Unfortunately she has had
to spend most of June in Brooklyn tending to her father.) | hope that | have achieved my goal of
preparing for the arrival of Rev. Beckwith and his family. | am sure that you will enjoy having
him here and | will do anything | can to help him with his ministry here. As we see one another
around town or if you see me outside in the yard, please say hello and give me a smile, | will

return the same.

Reverend Curt Keller

" Graceyt

" FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT _,

May 2026 ——

Actual Actual Actual
$35,522 $32,922 +$2,600
Plan: $35,750 Plan: $38,280 Pl?n: ;$2,155
0% 50% 100% 0% 50% 100% $10K +$10K

Difference: -$228

Difference: -$5,358 Difference: +$4,755

Faithful giving and careful spending led to a positive month —
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Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-24

Grace and Peace to you from God, the Father, Jesus, our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, our
Sustainer!

Please know that my family and | are excited to begin a new season of fellowship and ministry
with you. It's been a long time since the formal announcement was made, but this day has finally
arrived, and | am blessed to have been appointed to such a wonderful church with wonderful
people.

| know that | am following some stalwart leaders such as Pastor Eric and Pastor Curt. | thank God
for their friendship and wisdom. Yet, | look forward to making meaningful memories and engag-
ing in ministries that make a difference in Pekin and beyond.

| also look forward to getting to know you all and for the opportunities to share, learn, and
grow together in community. “What a fellowship, what a joy divine!”

| believe that God has great things in store for us, and God has connected us for “such a time as
this” so God’s glory may be revealed to the world through us. So, let’s have some fun, get to
know one another, and lift high the name of Jesus!

Let us remember the words of Paul found in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “What no eye has seen, what no
ear has heard. And what no human mind has conceived, the things God has prepared for those
who love him” (NIV). To that, | say, “Pekin Grace, the best is yet to comel!”

In His Service,

Rev. Dr. Cary L. Beckwith

Pastor Cary begins his ministry at Pekin Grace

July 5 marks Pastor Cary's first Sunday at Pekin Grace. If you are available, please join us for wor-
ship to welcome him and extend your best wishes. Due to the holiday weekend, a welcoming recep-
tion will take place next weekend, July 12 at 10 a.m. All are invited to attend. Please come and
personally welcome him to Pekin Grace! If you cannot attend, please send a card welcoming Pastor
Cary to Grace.

Mail card to:

Rev. Dr. Cary L. Beckwith
601 N. 4th Street

Pekin, IL 61554
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CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY | cCo-Directors of Children & Family Ministry

UNITEkids and Bible Buddies are getting ready for an adventure!
Our VBS program is going to be fantastic and full of fun in Rainforest
Falls. We kicked off the excitement with a VBS Preview Night! Wow,
was it amazing. We had so much fun taking a sneak peek into the
Rainforest and meeting our Bible Memory Buddies.

We explored the Rainforest and enjoyed some games. We also
enjoyed a few songs and music videos from our VBS line-up.

‘Our program begins on July 13 and goes through July 17 at Pekin
First UMC from 6-8 p.m. On Friday, July 17: our program will be at
Dragon Land from 6-8 p.m. for our final celebration.

Registration is open. Use the QR code below to register
online. You can also volunteer to be a VBS leader online
using the same QR code.

UNITElittles (and Moms) had a blast getting
together for Under the Sea fun!
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YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Upcoming Youth Event Youth June Work Day
Join us on Wednesday, July 23, In June our youth spent time out of
from 5:30 p.m. —7:30 p.m. their summer to serve Grace Church.

They spent time cleaning the Mason
Building, working hard to organize
and care for this important space.

e Meet: Pavilion by the lagoon
e Pick-Up: Mini Golf Area

Paddle boats and mini golf will be provided as a Their efforts showed pride in serving
special thank you from Grace for everyone’s hard our church community and were cele-
work! Snacks and drinks will also be available. If you brated with a fun pizza party filled
would like anything additional from the concession with fellowship and laughter. We
stand, please bring money. would like to thank the youth for
Please RSVP on our text thread. their hard work.

Blessing

May our youth continue to grow in faith, joy, and service, shining God’s light in all they do. May
we, as a church family, support and encourage them as they use their gifts to serve others with
love.

Co-Directors Brionna Goodin & Jill Crouch

Serving with Our Gifts
OEach of you should use whatever gift you h
ards of Gododés grimtketeidi0 it s various fo

L
famthe pread of Lif
Whoever comes to m=
will never go hungry, ai
= whoever believes in me
will never be thirsty,

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone
who supported our “Heavenly Stacks” Pancake Fundraiser!
Your encouragement and generosity made the event a won-
derful success.

Our youth truly shined as they prepared and served the
breakfast, showing teamwork, responsibility, and a joyful
spirit of service while connecting with our church family.
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GOOD-BY PASTOR CURT Church News

.Mony gathered between services on Sunday, June 28, to bid!
. farewell to Pastor Curt as he concluded his six months of serv- |
ling Grace United Methodist Church as our interim pastor. We -
“have been truly blessed by his knowledge, leadership, andl
| faithful guidance, as well as his warm spirit, sense of humor,
iand charisma. We are grateful for the impact he has made on
. our congregation and wish him the best as he returns to retire-
| ment. .

i |

w

0
Gary Ford f
Y Family Life Center ;f

. We are grateful that, as his sched- |
Jule permits, Pastor Curt will occa--
. sionally return to Grace UMC tol
| preach when Pastor Cary is away *
" «or has other ministry commitments. |
| We look forward to seeing Pastor*
= Curt again in the months ahead, and l
| welcoming him back from time to”
" time.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026 Church News

o
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Annual Conference 2026

%"

The lllinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church met June 4-6 this year at
the Peoria Civic Center. Grace church had two delegates attend this year: Jill Peterson, the lay
delegate, and Sue Crowell, the equalization delegate. To balance the clergy and laity dele-
gates, some churches are granted an equalization delegate.

Speakers at this year’s meetings were Bishop Bard; Bishop Bigham-Tsai; Rev. Rachel Gilmore,
director of New Faith Communities for the Desert Southwest Conference, and others. Inspiring
speakers is an important aspect of the conference. Bishop Bard was not only a challenging and
articulate speaker, but he also conducted the business meetings with impartiality and efficiency.
He definitely challenged us to “Love Boldly,” and to let that love lead us into a future of
spreading God’s love. Rev. Gilmore spoke of seeds of faith and the way those seeds are also
part of how we love boldly. Both of these speakers were encouraging to a conference that con-
tinues to face declining numbers and closing churches.

Legislation included items that accomplished the following things: passed a budget of
$7,527,488; closed 67 churches; reduced the number of district superintendents to 4; and ap-
proved a study of other possible locations for the annual conference to have a variety of loca-
tions instead of always in Peoria. There were many other legislative items, and some had dis-
cussion from the delegates, demonstrating the legislative process of the conference whose mem-
bers, both laity and clergy, determine policy and structure in accordance with the Discipline.
Multiple offerings were taken for Africa University, camp programs, and other UM causes, and
those offerings totaled over $30,000. One interesting discussion that will be relevant to our
congregation as we welcome Rev. Dr. Cary Beckwith to our church was the revelation of a spe-
cial support workshop for churches with cross-racial/cultural pastoral appointments. More de-
tails of that program will be upcoming for us.

We appreciate this opportunity for us to serve Grace Church, helping to continue the connection
of our church to other churches and possibilities for the future as we strive to “Love Boldly” here
in Pekin, lllinois.

Jill Peterson
Sue Crowell
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Book Club

Book Club will meet Tuesday, July 14 at 10
a.m. in the library at Pekin Estates to discuss
“West With Giraffes” by Lynda Ruglede.

All are welcome.

Register for Vacation Bible School

Rainforest Falls

Save your spot! There is still time to register
for this year’s Vacation Bible School, Rain-
forest Falls. The event will be July 13 -17.
Tell your kids, grandkids, or neighbors about
the fun they will have at VBS and get them
registered.

This curriculum will be centered around ex-
ploring the nature of God. Follow the QR
code on the Unitekids page to register or
follow the link on the bottom of the Tuesday
email.

Congratulations to . . .
2026 Grace Scholarships

Please join us in congratulating our three
Grace United Methodist Church Scholarship
recipients for the 2026—2027 school year!

Kendall Garman
University of Alabama, Bachelor’s
Biology

Analeese Poindexter
Concordia University, Master’s
School Counseling

Kate Wyman
Western lllinois University, Doctoral
Educational Leadership

We celebrate these outstanding ladies and
wish them God’s richest blessings as they
pursue further education and strive to excel
in their chosen professions. May this next
chapter be filled with growth, opportunity,
and success. We are proud of each of you
and look forward to seeing all you accom-
plish!

Church News

Food Panty Donations

URGENT! Grace Food Pantry is urgently in
need of canned food for distribution. We are
not getting those items from Midwest Food
Bank currently and they are needed to give out
healthy dietary food.

Many Thanks and God Bless.

Church Softball League on Mondays
Come on out to the Pekin Park District and
cheer our team onl
all. Check this schedule for times and diamond
numbers. We'd love to see you therel!

It is such a fun time for

July 6, #1 7 p.m. Vs. North Pekin Nazarene
July 13, #1 6 p.m. vs. St. Joseph

July 20, #1 7 p.m. vs. Community of Christ
July 27, #1 6 P-m. Vs. First United Methodist

August 3, #1 7 p.m. vs. City Church

Part-Time Custodian Position Available
Grace United Methodist Church, located at

601 N. 4th Street, Pekin, is seeking a part-time
custodian to join our staff. The primary respon-
sibilities of this position include general house-
keeping duties, facility setup for events, and
some maintenance work. The custodian will en-
sure that our facilities are always ready for
church events and activities.

Position Details

Pay Rate: Up to $20 per hour

Schedule: Up to 24 regular hours per week,
with an additional 6 hours available

as needed.

Application Deadline: July 18

If you are interested in this position, please sub-
mit your application, which should include a re-
sume, cover letter, and a list of references.
Send your application via email to secre-
tary@pekingrace.org.

JULY 2026 pekingrace.org
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2026 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  Church News

Gaime

ralle Bloom

Halle Caroline Bloom will be attending lllinois
School for the Visually Impaired in the Fall. During
her high school career, Halle has participated in
speech, orchestra, choir, FACS club, musical thea-
ter, and Student Council. She has been honored to
selected as a vocalist for ILMEA regionals twice,
and was selected as a member of the Tri-M music
honor society. She has plans to become a teacher
in the future, as she loves working with children.

Kendall is a four-year member of the PCHS
Poms/Dance Team. She was also a member of
the PCHS Competitive Dance Team for three
years. She is also a two-year member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. She has been a Dragon Day
Leader all four years as well. As a senior, Ken-
dall was selected to represent PCHS at the
YWCA Women's Recognition Luncheon in May.
Outside of school, Kendall has danced at a local
dance studio for many years and is a member of
the competition team at her studio. After gradua-
tion, Kendall will be attending the University of
Alabama studying biology. She hopes to pursue
a career in Pediatric Medicine.
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2026 COLLEGE GRADUATES Church News

| urge you to try and cre-
want to live in. Minister to the world in a
in a real, active, practical, get your hands dirty way.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Ryan Tramiig

Ryan will complete his Masters in
Natural Resources — Conservation
and Leadership at the University
of Wisconsin — Stevens Point this
summer. In June, he will begin
working for A3 Performance as a
Team Account Manager in Ocono-
mowoc, WI.

Joseph has completed a B.S. in
Risk Management/General Insur-
ance. He plans to join an insur-
ance company ds an underwriter
and get his CPCU.
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Chelsea Tennell 1
Peggy Cole 4
Janni Harrison 4
Margaret Kelly 5
Chloe Ranney
Trey Tennell

Julie Wallace
Joanne Miller
John Darnell

Parker Huse

Thomas Jacobson 8

Lee Oltmann 9

Julia Oltmann 9

Amy Meron 10
Sam Poole 12
Dennis Crowell 12
Larae Muselman 15
Barbara Berardi 16
Lila Beth Hoffert 17
Stuart Holder 17

0 0 N N O O

July Birthdays

Norma Bell
Jami Burks
Alisha Dault
Matt Fitzanko
Holly Lhamon
Stacey Melloy
Bonnie Hulting
Rich Kriegsman
Leticia Cooney
Nick Stoner
Vicki Garman
Bob McCabe
Nancy Booher
Christina West
Keith Bonnett
Mary Johnson

20
22
22
23
24
26
27
28
28
28
28
28
29
30
31
31



Connect!

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL

309-347-7131
secretary@pekingrace.org
pekingrace.org

Worship Times
Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 9 & 11Tam

Office Hours
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed 12 -1 pm

Prayer Concerns

Christie McDuff
Gene Harmon
Greg Krause
Hadley Gold
Joyce Hill
Judy Kimzey Booher (Becket)
Judy Weber
Judy Warner
Kevin Stark
Marshall Stoner

Linda Stoner

T nn

July 1
Rev. Dr. Cary L. Beckwith’s first day at Grace
Rehearsal for the musical welcome for Pastor Beckwith, 6 p.m.
July 4
Saturday Service is cancelled this week for the Holiday.
July 5
Rev. Dr. Cary L. Beckwith first Sunday at Grace
Choir and musical groups meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse
July 6
Grace Softball: vs. North Pekin Nazarene, Dmd #1, 7 p.m.
July 7
Reminder Men’s Fellowship always meets on Tuesdays, Hospitality
Area at 8 a.m. All men are welcome to join!
July 11
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
July 12
Beckwith’s Welcoming Day
Reception, Hospitality Area, 10 a.m.
July 13-July 17
Vacation Bible School, Pekin First UMC, 6-8 p.m.
July 13
Grace Softball: vs. St. Joseph, Dmd #1, 7 p.m.
July 14
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m.
July 15
Grace Notes Articles due
July 20
Grace Softball: vs. Community of Christ, Dmd #1, 7 p.m.
July 22
Communion, Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.
Finance Meeting, Upper Room, 5:30 p.m.
July 23
Youth meeting at the Pekin Park for paddle boats and mini golf, La-
goon, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
July 25
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
July 27
Grace Softball: vs. First UMC, Dmd #1, 6 p.m.
July 28
Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m.
July 29
Outreach Team Meeting, S5pm.

Il ist for four
kept on |l ong-
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