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Welcome to the family! 
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 PERSONAL/CONGREGATIONAL GROWTH EVENT 

What does the love of Jesus look like in action? Please join Pastor Beckwith, fellow members of 

our Pekin Grace Congregation, and representative from the District as we envision this new sea-

son in the life of our church.   

This will be an opportunity to gather as a church and discuss opportunities for shared understand-

ing and renewed growth as we consider questions such as: How do we extend outside of these 

walls?  What does our witness look like in our community?  How can we spread the love of Jesus 

Christ to everyone who enters through our doors?  

 

Just as a reminder, our Mission and Vision have guided this continued growth: 
 

The Mission of Grace UMC is:  
òWorshiping together, serving with love, and helping others know Jesusó 

The Vision of Grace UMC:   

We believe God has called us to be a welcoming community where everyone can join together 

in worship and fellowship. Our desire is for every person to experience spiritual growth, whether 

discovering the love and grace of Jesus for the first time or deepening a lifelong faith. We strive 

to create an accepting environment where hearts are encouraged, faith is strengthened, and a 

passion to serve God and others is ignited.  

We will have a 9 a.m. ð noon 
event on Saturday, August 15, we 
will gather as a community for a 
workshop that focuses on how we 
work together to build connec-
tions, learn how to navigate dif-
ference graciously, and move for-
ward together with confidence.  
We want everyone from the per-
son who has just joined to the 
people who have been here their 
lives to attend this time of fellow-
ship and sharing.  If you have not 
yet signed up, please do so as 
soon as possible.  

On Sunday, August 16, we will 
have a combined service at 10 
a.m. , followed by a light meal 
and a wrap-up time.  As we 
step into this new chapter, we 
want to pause and remember 
the road that brought us here.  
Every congregation carries a 
history, moments of courage 
and faithfulness, seasons of 
struggle and renewal, decisions 
that shaped who we are today.  
That story belongs to all of us, 
and it matters deeply as we 
welcome new leadership and 
write the next chapter together.  
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Our VBS program was filled with friends, fun, and faith as we explored Godõs nature at Rain-
forest Falls. We shared Bible verses, Bible stories, and enjoyed fun music and games. Thank you 
so much to everyone who volunteered to lead and donated supplies. A big thank you to Gina 
Booth for running our sound and video each night! We could NOT do this without the help of so 
many volunteers, and we were certainly blessed with dedicated helpers and leaders.  

Unitekids and Bible Buddies will return on 
September 9. We are still working on the 
details, so tune in for times and information.  



 

 

VACATION 
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Godé. 
* is our creator 

* knows everything 

* is our safe place 

* is love 

* is forever 

Vacation Bible Schools theme was 
òExploring the nature of God.ó  
Children went to four stations:  
outdoor games, imagination/
science, snack/craft, and the sticky 
scripture group.  The children 
were shepherded by adult group 
leaders.  VBS time began and 
ended with large group skits, 
songs and activities.  It was defi-
nitely a fun-filled week that end-
ed with an amazing evening at 
Dragonland.   
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Thank you to all the youth who helped at 
VBS! It makes a huge difference to the 
younger kids seeing the older kids being in-
volved!  Looking forward to resuming regu-
lar meetings on September 9.  Brionna and 
Jill communicate with the youth through 
group text message groups.  If a youth wants 
to be added to the group chat or if parents 
have questions or concerns, please email Bri-
onna and Jill. 

bgooding@pekingrace.org;  
jstonercrouch@pekingrace.org 

Important Dates 
8/30 Heavenly Stacks 
8/30 Lake Day for High School, 12-3 p.m. 
9/9 Youth Group Resumes! 

5:30-7 p.m., 6th through 8th Grade 
7-8:30 p.m., 9th-12th grade 


