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Just sharing some thoughts from over my
years in ministry, nothing too profound.

Only one month to go before my short interim here at Grace is finished. On the one hand, | will
be glad to be going back to my retirement routine. Summer mornings in the yard, going to swim
a few miles during the day when | want, time to do day trips with Alice, etc. On the other hand, |
have truly enjoyed being around all the wonderful people at Grace. You have really been nice

to me. | hope that | have been able to make the transition to the next minister an easy one.

My job here has been easy since those in leadership here have worked hard at getting the
church ready for the next step in ministry. People have stepped up to become part of commit-
tees (teams) to help oversee various aspects of the church. Individuals have stepped up to do
what needs to be done. Believe it or not, it means that you are truly embracing early Method-
ism. When Methodism started here in the United States shortly after the Revolutionary War, it
was very much lay led. Lay people would tend to the needs of the congregation and the build-
ing (if there was one) as the clergy would be traveling in a circuit from community to community.
Strong lay leadership was foundational to the church and also a sign of lay people living their

faith.

| have had a career of serving churches in our conference. | have seen growth in churches when
members stepped up and took ownership in the ministry and the church structure. Why2 When
the church is something you invest in because you like what it is doing, then you have some ex-
citement about the church that others will see and may want to be a part of as well. Unlike bing-
ing a show on Netflix, being a part of a church encompasses our whole being. It helps us grow in
our faith and live our faith. Thank you for being a part of this church and continue to do so when

the Rev. Dr. Beckwith arrives July 1.
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UNITEKIDS Emmy Thies & Dianna Miller
CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry

UNITEkids program is now on our summer break. The
weekly program will resume at Pekin First UMC in the
fall. To celebrate the end of our year we combined with
the youth ministry and had a family picnic at Blenkiron
Park. It was a wonderful day of fellowship with perfect
weather, great food and fun was had by all.

Now, our focus is on Vacation Bible School. Save the date
for July 13 through 17. Registration is now openl!
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VBS
July 13th-17*" at
Pekin First

Register Now
R
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Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin

YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Youth Group End of the Year Celebration

As we wrap up another incredible year of Ignite Grace ##§
Youth Group, we want to take a moment to celebrate all §
that God has done in and through our students. It has been &
a year full of growth, laughter, friendships, and meaning- £ 78
ful moments where we've seen faith come alive in powerful
ways.

From weekly gatherings to special events, each momen
has helped shape hearts and strengthen our community. =
We are so proud of the ways our students have shown up, p =
encouraged one another, and taken steps forward in their
walk with Christ.

While this marks the end of our regular youth group meet- Service Pr0|eci Opporiunliy

ings for the school year, it's not the end of what God is

doing! Summer brings new opportunities to stay connected, Join us as we put our faith into action!
serve, and continue growing together in faith. On Saturday, June 6 from 12-3 p.m, Ignite

Thank you to all of our students, parents, and volunteers Grace Youth will be serving together at the Ma-
who make Ignite Grace such a special place. We're excit-  son Building. This is a great opportunity to give
ed to see what God has in store next and look forward to  back, work as a team, and make a difference in
all the ways we’ll stay connected in the months ahead. If  our community.

you would like to be added into the text thread for the

youth activities please let the office know. We will get We’'ll take time to serve, connect, and enjoy be-
you connected with the UNITEyouth leaders. ing together—and as a thank-you for all the

Let’s finish this season strong—and step confidently into hard work, pizza will be provided!

what’s next! We h "
In His Name, Brionna Goodin & Jill Crouch e hope to see fave.ryone fhere as we come to-
gether to serve with joyful hearts!

Summer Challenge

As we head into summer, we want to challenge our Ignite Grace Youth to stay rooted and fo-
cused on God—even when our regular schedule takes a break.

Summer can get busy and distracting, but it’s also a great opportunity to grow personally in
your faith. We encourage every student to make time for what matters most:

PRAY DAILY - Talk to God about everything going on in your life.
READ YOUR BIBLE - spend time in God’s Word and let it guide you.
ATTEND CHURCH - stay connected and continue worshiping together.

Even small, consistent steps can make a big difference.
Let’s stay strong in our faith and keep our hearts focused on Him all summer long!
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Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin

YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries
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One of our favorite youth ministry traditions is when eqch student paints a brlck
for the game room—signing their name and choosing a favorite Bible verse. This
tradition started with Krista Brockman around 2004. These bricks are more than
just art on a wall; they tell the story of each student’s faith journey and create a
lasting reminder of the foundation we’re building together in Christ. Each verse
represents truth, hope, and the ways God is at work in every life.
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Highlighting Denny Crowell,
Chair of the Leadership Board

The Leadership Board and Teams

We want to take a moment to express our sincere gratitude for the time, effort, and care Denny
Crowell has invested in guiding the leadership board at Grace UMC. His work in organizing and
strengthening the collaboration between pastors has not gone unnoticed. This kind of coordination
requires both vision and commitment. His willingness to take charge in this role has been a blessing
to the entire church community.

By fostering unity and teamwork during this lead pastoral interim, Denny and the Leadership Board
have helped lay a strong foundation for effective ministry and continued spiritual growth. They
have positioned the groundwork to establish and support several teams: finance, trustees, and out-
reach.

Leadership Board
Denny Crowell, Chair
Mike Burks, Finance Liaison
Tommy Dault, Trustee Liaison
Kate Kriegsman
George Melloy
Chris Onken
Jill Peterson, Outreach Liaison
Analeese Poindexter

Todd Tennell Ovutreach Team

Jill Peterson, Liaison
Keith Bonnett
Connie Disney
Karen Hohimer

Finance Team TrUS'I'ee Team Hans Jensen

Mike Burks, Liaison Tommy Davult, Liaison Mistie Jensen

Greg Ranney, Chair Fred Vogt, Chair Roy Johnson

Brian Garman Dave Dunn Sally Morris

Don MacGregor Marj Oesch Brenda Nelson

Karson Norman Gary Towne Marj Oesch

Fred Vogt Randy Turner TJ Orrick

Nancy Ridgeway
Martha Willard

These teams and their liaisons are becoming essential to how our church lives out its mission. Liaisons
keep communication clear, align priorities, and help turn vision into action, while team members bring
energy, insight, and a spirit of service that strengthens ministry and extends our reach.

Together, this structure is moving Grace UMC forward with clarity and purpose. We are grateful for
the leadership behind it and for all who serve - helping build a stronger, more connected church. If
you'd like to join a team, please contact the church office.

Thank you for your dedication and the many hours you invest in supporting and
guiding this important work—it tfruly makes a meaningful difference.




Church Leadership Board (Meetings scheduled for 4th Tuesday of the month)

Todd Tennell, Chris Onken, George Melloy, Analeese Pondexter, Kate Kriegsman, Dennis Crowell, Mike
Burks, Jill Peterson, Tommy Dault.

The May meeting of the Leadership Board continues to show the progress made on several issues
and the work that continues to be done. Each team liaison reported to the board on their area.
The trustee team is focusing on the projects completed at the parsonage in preparation for Pastor
Beckwith and his family’s arrival. More continues to be done in attempting to make this a good
home for them. The Finance team has looked closely at the budget and is beginning to look at the
numbers from the pledge drive. Understanding how best to use our resources and to get the con-
gregation invested in all that we do is a formidable task for this team. The Outreach team fo-
cused on the upcoming Poverty Simulation being done with First United Methodist and the Dream
Center. This event should open many eyes among all participants, helping them understand the
issues faced by those living in poverty. It is particularly poignant since the Pekin community has a
very large percentage of its population struggling beneath the poverty line. We look forward to
working with the new pastor upon his arrival in July to move forward in a positive direction and
continue to have an impact in our community.

Please join us for the next Church Leadership board meeting, July 28 at 6 p.m.

Grace Financial Snapshot - April 2026

Measure April Year-to-Date Annual Pace
Giving Received | $33,255.00 $141,324.00 31%
Expenses Paid | $32,485.00 $152,441.00 33%
Operating Result| $ 770.00 $(11,117.00) Monitor

Giving Progress Toward Annual Budget

31%

Expense Progress Toward Annual Budget

33%

April operations were close to break-even, and overall finances continue
tracking generally within expected seasonal patterns. The Finance Team
remains focused on responsible stewardship, improving long-term fore-

casting, and preparing for the upcoming pastoral transition.



Electric Panels

Reminder: According to the fire code, there
must be at least 3 feet of clearance on all
sides of an electrical panel in order for our
church to be in compliance. There are stor-
age items that are too close to the electri-

cal panels. This is for any place where
there is a panel. Move your items as soon
as possible.

Thank you,

Trustees

Annual Conference

Annual Conference will be held June 4-6 at
the Peoria Civic Center. This is a yearly
gathering of all the churches in the lllinois
Great River Conference.  They meet for
prayer, discernment, organizing and vision-
ing for the future of the conference. You
may find a working agenda online along
with more information. Everyone is wel-
come to attend or view a live stream of the
event although there is a fee for attend-
ance. Grace Church has an appointed
group attending.

Book Club

Book Club will meet on Tuesday, June 9 in
the library at Pekin Estates at 10 a.m. We
will be discussing Boat Babyby Vicky Ngu-
yen, NBC news anchor and correspondent,
who was brought to America when she was
eight months old.

Register for Vacation Bible School
Rainforest Falls

Save your spot! The registration for Vaca-
tion Bible School, Rainforest Falls, is now
open. The event will be July 13 -17. Tell
your kids, grandkids, or neighbors about
the fun they will have at VBS and get them
registered. If you would like to help out
with this event, let the office know.

This Curriculum will be centered around ex-
ploring the nature of God.

Follow the QR code on the Unitekids page
to register.

Church News

Update Contact Information

Please let the office know when your contact
information changes. This includes moving out of
the area. We need addresses, phone numbers,
and emails. Birthdays are needed if you'd
like to be included on the birthday list! Also, let
us know if you would like to be included on our
email list.

Church Softball League on Mondays
Come on out to the Pekin Park District and
cheer our team on! It is such a fun time for
all. Check this schedule for times and diamond
numbers. We'd love to see you there!

June 1, #2 6 p.m. vs. Community of Christ
June 8, #2 6 p.m. vs. City Church

June 15, #H2 7 P.m. Vs. First United Methodist
June 22, #1 8 p.m. vs. CBC

June 29, #1 9 p.m. vs. Faith Baptist

JUly 6, #1 7 P-m. Vs. North Pekin Nazarene
July 13, #1 6 p.m. vs. St. Joseph

July 20, #1 7 p.m. vs. Community of Christ
July 27, #1 6 P.m. Vs. First United Methodist

August 3, #1 7 p.m. vs. City Church

Grace Notes Articles

If you would like to share information about
your group with the church, please consider
submitting photos from your recent or upcoming
activities. To have your pictures and a brief
description included in the Grace Notes or on
Facebook, send them to the secretary’s email at
(secretary@pekingrace.org). Be sure to specify
where you would like the information to be
placed. The secretary can put this information
on the website, in Grace Notes, and on the
Tuesday email.

Remember, the deadline for submissions to the
Grace Notes is always the fifteenth day of the
prior month. Please provide a variety of pho-
tos; however, keep in mind that not all images
may be used if space is limited. It is suggested
that the information be sent the month before
the events.
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Tori Williamson 3
Jed Bruninga 4
Dale Golden 5
Sarah Tennison 5
Brion Garman 7
Karen Champlin/
Duane Bruninga 8
Jordan Ries Q
Jason West 10
Rod Teaney 10
Dr. Curtis D. Keller 10

Judy Holder 11
Donald MacGregor 11
12

Mike Holly
Dave Trombini 17
Judy Brown 18

Marnie Golden 18
Burt Dancey 20

Larry Snell 21
Lisa Regan 21

June Birthdays

Halle Bloom 23
Dennis Green 24
Mike Poole 25

Sandy Isenburg 25
Jasmine Schultz 29
Rhenna McDaniels 29
Amy Trantham 30

........
\\\\\\
\\\




Connect!

601 N. 4th St. June 2
Pekin, IL Reminder: Mends Fell owship al
309-347-7131 Hospitality Area at 8 a.m. All men are welcome to join!
secretary@pekingrace.org June 4-June 6
pekingrace.org Annual Conference
. . June 6
Worship Times Youth Service Day, Mason Building, 12 -3 pm.
Saturdays 5:30 pm Picnic lunch will be served.
Sundays 9 & 11am June 8

. Trustee Meeting, Hospitality Area, 6 p.m.
Office Hours

M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm June 9
Closed 121 pm Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m.
June 13

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
June 15
Prayer Concerns
Grace Notes Articles due
Arlen Booth June 16
UNITElittles-Under the Sea, Pekin First UMC, 5-6 p.m.

June 17

Christie McDuff

Gene Harmon Finance Committee Meeting, Hospitality Area, 6 p.m.

Greg Krause June 21

Father’s Day

Hadley Gold Jone 23

Judy Kimzey Booher (Becket) Leadership Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

June 24

Linda Stoner . .
Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.

Norma Griffin VBS Preview Night, Pekin First UMC, 6-7 p.m.
June 27

Reverend Dr. Cary Beckwith
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.

Names are kept on the prayer | ist for four
weeks. I f you would |Iike to be kept on |l ong-
er, please cal¥713he office, 309
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