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Pastor visits 
If you would like for Rev. Dr. Keller to come for a visit, please call the church office at 309-347-
7131 or e-mail secretary@pekingrace.org. If you are interested in communion, you can contact 
Kathy Towne at ktowne61554@yahoo.com Kathy will schedule a time for her and Rev. Keller to 
bring communion. 

Lenten Bible Study 
Rev. Dr. Curt Keller Lenten Bible study began Feb. 25 and will go throughout Lent on Wednes-
days (3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1). This group will be looking at the gospel lessons for the 
coming Sunday.  This study will be repeated at  10:30 a.m.  and at 6 p.m.  Each week is a stand 
alone study.  Come when you are able.  

I have almost finished my second month here at Grace. I have learned that there are many 
amazing people at Grace seeking to serve the Lord as best they can. This is wonderful. I have 
also noticed that no two clocks seem to give the same time. The one in my office runs 6 or 7 
minutes fast. The one in the fellowship area tends to run a little slow. There are two clocks run-
ning every morning in the gym. The one on the monitor that I see from the lectern is probably 
accurate, while the one on the wall on top of the monitor to my right runs a couple of minutes 
fast. I have no idea what all of the differences mean. However, they could be symbolic of who 
we are as people of faith. We are not always in sync with one another, even though we share 
the same faith.  
 
It would not be reasonable for us all to be in sync. We come from different backgrounds, lead-
ing us to have various worldviews. As we apply our faith to our different perspectives, we will 
live that faith differently. Sure, we will agree (or be in sync) on so many major issues and minor 
ones, but not on all. I think that this is all to be celebrated. If we open ourselves to understanding 
the other person, we grow as people, and we have more appreciation of how God works with 
and through a variety of different people.  
 
After reading this, some of you will pay attention to the time on the clocks you see in the church. 
You may notice how they are not in sync. Instead of worrying about it, just think of them as sym-
bolic of a congregation that is not in full sync with one another, and that it is a good thing. 
 
Rev. Dr. Curt D. Keller 
 

mailto:secretary@pekingrace.org
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UniteKids and Bible Buddies have grown, and we are so excited about it. We have several new 
friends joining us each week. As always, we encourage our youth to invite friends to join in the 
fun and share the good news about Jesus! 
 
The month of February was about Love!  We shared many scriptures and stories that reminded 
us of Godõs love for us. It was a fantastic way to tie in our Valentineõs Party.  Wrapping up Feb-
ruary and looking ahead to March, we will begin a series of Lenten and Easter stories and 
begin to prepare for Spring.  
 
Easter is April 5, and we are preparing for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt. We would appreciate 
candy donations as we have more than twice as many eggs to fill this year. Last year was so 
exciting to have such a great turnout, so we are planning early! If you would like to donate can-
dy for the eggs, you can drop them off at Grace UMC or at Pekin First UMC, and we will get 
them in the eggs.  
 
We thank you so much for your support with this community outreach program for the kids.  
We will be on Spring break the week of March 30-April 6, so we will not meet on Wednesday, 
April 1. We will resume meeting on April 8, and we will return to meeting at Pekin First that 
week at 5:30 pm.  
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 YOUTH MINISTRY 

0 ӁӁ ?º­«X³-$³­ÄN|Ŵ #³ ­««J +­­T « 
$­-& ³XNº­³´ ­Z H­Äº| 5 « ´º³ X´ 

Important dates in MARCH 
3/14:  Jr High, 4-Hour Fun Fest, 6 -10 p.m.  
3/21: High School Lock-In  
Steady and Strong,  7p.m.-7a.m.  
3/29:  Palm Sunday and Heavenly Stacks,  10-11am  
3/29 -4/5: Holy Week  
4/1: No Youth Group  
4/5: Easter  
4/8: Youth group resumes 

Heavenly Stacks number one was an incredible gathering, and our hearts are full. Thank you for 
the love, support, and generous contributions. Letõs carry this momentum into 2026 as we continue 
to pour into our youth and strengthen their walk with Jesus.  We truly couldnõt invest in the next 

generation without our Grace Church family standing beside us.  

Nelsonõs Chicken Dinner was a 

success! Thank you to everyone 

who purchased a dinner and 

supported our youth. They had 

a great time serving you, 

working hard, and giving back 

to our congregation. Your sup-

port truly helps them grow 

and stay connected. 
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Winter Jam 2026 was a huge success!  

Our youth had an amazing time, and so 

did our adult volunteers. A big thankȤyou 

to Booher, Liam, and Christine for stepping 

in and supporting our group during a fun, 

fastȤpaced night of worship and music. 

Weõre grateful for Booher, who has faithfully supported our youth ministry for over 20 years. 

Heõs always willing to step inñwhether itõs an overnight trip or filling in when help is needed. His 

steady commitment has been a true blessing to our students and our team. Thank you! 



 

 

Groups meet weekly on Wednesdays 
Mason Building, 2nd Floor  
¶ Jr. High meets 5:30-7 p.m.  
¶ Sr. High meets 7-8:30 p.m.  
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Peoria Area Anti-Hunger Coalition 
Once again, our food pantry is participat-
ing in the local Can-a-thon Drive associat-
ed with the Peoria  Area Anit Hungry Co-
alition as it celebrates 40 years of these 
food drives.  Our food drive will be from 
Sunday March 22 through Tuesday, March 
31. Kroger will provide grocery sacks to 
return your donated items to the church. 
The grocery sacks will be available in the 
Hospitality area for you to take home be-
ginning Sunday, March 15. Thank you so 
very much for helping to feed others in 
need of food. 
 
35 I was hungry and you gave me food to 
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I 
was naked and you gave me clothes to 
wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I 
was in prison and you visited me.õ 
 
37 òThen those who are righteous will reply 
to him, ôLord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you a 
drink?  
 

40 òThen the king will reply to them, ôI assure 
you that when you have done it for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you have done it for me.õ 

Matthew 25:35-37, 40 
 

 

Book Club 
Book Club will meet on Tuesday, March 10, 
at Pekin Estates at 10 a.m. to discuss The 
Oak Leaves by Maureen Lang. New mem-
bers are always welcome, even if you 
haven't yet read the book. Our discussions 
are broad, and we welcome all perspec-
tives. Contact Sandy Isenburg at 309-241-
1411 with any questions. 
 

Heavenly Stacks 
The youth will be having another pancake 
fundraiser on Palm Sunday, March 29,  
from 10-11 a.m. Donations are requested.  
Money raised will go to support the youth 
program. 
 

Church Women United 
Church Women United will  meet at 10 
a.m.  Friday, March 13, at St. Joseph Par-
ish Center, 303 S. 7th Street in Pekin. 
Maureen Naughtin will be the speaker.  
 

UNITE programs  
This is the last month the Unite kids pro-
grams meet at Grace.  Next month they 
will start meeting at Pekin First, 1315 Court 
Street, at the same time.   

¶ UNITEkids 

      Pre-K through 2nd Grade: 5:30 ð7p.m. 

¶ UNITEbible buddies 

     3rd through 5th grade: 5:30-7p.m.  
 

Church Office Hours 
The church office is open Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. The  
office is closed from noon to 1 for lunch.  
 

Weekly Email 

If you are interested in being added to our 

Tuesday email please let the office know.  

Each Tuesday, you will receive notification 

of our upcoming activities and the current 

prayer list.   
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We are excited to announce the creation of Grace Teams. The Teams are a great opportunity 

for the congregation to have a direct impact on the church, build connections within both the 

church and the Pekin community, and have input in the operations of Grace Church.  

There are three Teams we are establishing - Finance, Trustees, and Outreach. These teams will 

operate on a volunteer basis with a liaison from the leadership board assigned as your main 

point of contact. While the leadership board is responsible for any final decisions, Teams are a 

great way to bring concerns, suggestions, and questions regarding Grace Church to the leader-

ship board directly.   

For Pekin Grace to thrive and serve, it will take all of us working together, and we are excited 

for the new opportunities for the congregation to contribute. If you are interested in serving on 

one or more of these Teams, please find the sign-up list at Grace and provide your name, con-

tact information (phone or email), and which Team you are interested in. You can also call or 

email the church office and provide them with that information, and they will pass that along to 

the Leadership Board. 

We are excited for the rollout of these Teams and look forward to the continued growth of the 

Church. Please contact the leadership board or the church office with any questions about the 

Grace Teams. 



 

 

Trustees ð Deal with the physical facilities  

¶ Regular inspection of all buildings and components including parsonage 
¶ Report and/or repair as needed 
¶ Deal with outside grounds maintenance (i.e. yard/garden work, snow removal) 

¶ Work with volunteers or paid contractors in completing activities 

Finance ð Financial needs and reporting 

¶ Monthly monitor budget/financial activities with Business Manager 
¶ Inform board liaison of any potential financial needs 
¶ Make suggestions for budget changes to the Leadership Board via liaison 
¶ Work with pastor on annual finance campaign 

Other Teams for involvement 
¶ Education (children and youth staff) 
¶ Worship services (choir director & praise team 
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Outreach ð Engaging with the community 

¶ Food pantry, snack packs 
¶ Review mission activities both locally and beyond and promote to the congrega-
tion 
¶ Nurturing appropriate community activities with our church (use of facilities, etc.) 
¶ Review with kid/youth staff their activities and promotional needs 
¶ Work with staff on activities for homebound or incapacitated members 
¶ Review advertising and other promotional activities for all programs 
¶ Hospitality (between services and other special events) {Coordinated with 
Women in Faith and Menõs groups} *Judy Gordon 

¶ Interested in joining a team? 
You can still sign up.  Let the office know which team you are  
interested in, and they can pass along the information to the board.  
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Prayer List Procedure 
To be added on the prayer list, please con-
tact the office and let them know you would 
like to be on the prayer list.  You can contact 
the office by phone, email, letter, or the app.  
Once the office has been notified, they will 
put you on the list.  Names on the prayer list, 
will include first and last names so the congre-
gation can send encouraging cards and reach 
out to those needing extra support. 
 

The office will be careful when sharing per-
sonal information, especially medical. The 
prayer list is automatically posted to the 
closed prayer list group on Facebook.  If for 
some reason you do not want your prayer 
posted to this group, please make that clear 
upon request.  
 

The names will automatically be removed 
from the list after four weeks.  If you still need 
prayers after those four weeks, please notify 
the office again and you will be kept on the 
list.  
 

The office will also be maintaining a staff-

only prayer list.  If you would only like to be 

on this list, please make this known and clear 

when the prayers are requested. This list is not 

posted to Facebook or shared with the church 

community.   
 

Leadership Board 
Reminder, Grace church is lead by a leader-
ship board.  The leadership board meetings 
are open meetings.  This means anyone may 
attend.  You may attend any or all of their 
meetings.   At these meetings they discuss: and 
dream about the future for Grace United 
Methodist Church.  The members of the board 
are nominated by the nominations committee.  
The next meeting will be March 24 at 6 pm.  
 

Acolytes 
Youth interested in being acolytes during the  
11 a.m. service, should let Rev. Keller know. 
This involves lighting the candles at the begin-
ning of the service and putting them out at the 
end of the service. We prefer to have chil-
dren 5th grade or older to do this. 

Giving  
Many of you use online banking to pay bills 
and check your accounts. You can also use 
your online banking to donate to Grace. Itõs 
easy! Simply add Grace United Methodist 
Church to the bill pay section of your online 
banking. The churchõs address is 601 N. 4th 
St, Pekin, IL 61554. You have the option to 
set up a recurring donation and can choose to 
donate whenever you'd likeñmonthly, week-
ly, or annually. One of the benefits of online 
banking is that the bank typically writes and 
sends the check without charging you any 
fees, ensuring that the full amount of your gift 
goes directly to the church.  
 

Set Up ACH  ACH Giving Change 
 

Office Notifications 
Due to changes in privacy laws the church 
cannot find out if one of their parishioners is 
in the hospital or even passes away.  Please 
let the office know what is going on in your 
life and the lives of your loved ones.  Your 
church family cannot support you if they do 
not know what is going on.  The prayer list is 
one way we can let others know of any issues 
that occur.  We struggle as a church provid-
ing for those who need additional care.  
 
You can help be keeping the office informed 
about the things going  on in your life and the 
life of the members of Grace.   

https://pekingrace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ACH-Set-Up.pdf
https://pekingrace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ACH-Giving-Change.pdf
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
COMBINED SERVICE WITH PEKIN FIRST UMC 

On Ash Wednesday, the sanctuary at Grace served as more than just a room 
for ritual; it became a bridge. As we entered the season of Lent, our service 
brought together the congregations of Grace UMC and Pekin First UMC, uniting 
both youth and adults in a powerful display of what it means to be a "church of 
all ages." 
 
The imposition of ashes is a truly leveling experience. When the words, 
"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return," are spoken, they 
apply equally to the student with their whole life ahead of them and the retiree 
reflecting on a life well-lived. Seeing our youth step forward to receive the sign 
of the cross was a moving reminder that leadership and participation in the 
church isn't a future goal; it is a present reality. 
 
As we move from this combined service into the rest of our Lenten journey, we 
carry the memory of that shared, sacred stillness. We aren't just individuals 
practicing a private faith; we are a community serving one another's spiritual 
needs and knowing God through the shared experience of the cross. 
 


