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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pekin, lllinois

8 yill never go hungry, and

voever believes in me,

And so we say not Good
...but see you later.

-Bye
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As | sit to write this, reflecting on the vast moments that have comprised the last six and a half

years, | am drawn to the words of the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippianst h a n k my G
every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day wu

It is difficult to quantify the spiritual weight and beauty of these years we have shared. When |

first accepted the call to serve as your Directing Pastor, | knew we were embarking on a journey,

yet | could not have fully anticipated the valleys we would traverse or the mountaintops we would
climb together. Ministry is rarely a linear path; it is a winding road and | am profoundly moved by
how we have walked it, | eaning on Godods grace.

We have faced obstacles that, to a lesser body, might have been insurmountable. Yet, in those
seasons of uncertainty and challenge, | witnessed the true character of this church emerge. You did
not retreat into fear; rather, you leaned into faith. We discovered together that the church is not a
building of brick and mortar, but a living, breathing orgafiighe very Body of Christ. It was in

those chall enges that our collective resilienc
sufficient when our own strength is depleted.

On a deeply personal level, | want to thank you for the way you have ministered to me. Often, the
pastor is seen as the one who pours out, yet you have graciously shattered that hierarchy. In mo-
ments of my own struggle and fatigue, you offered patience, prayer, and a kindness that healed
places in my heart | didn't know were bruised. We have celebrated births and mourned losses, and
in every instance, the line between "pastor" and "friend" blurred into a beautiful tapestry

of koinonié true, biblical fellowship where burdens are shared and joys are multiplied.

Perhaps what stirs my spirit most, however, is looking at how we have focused our gaze outward. A
church that lives only for itself is destined to wither, but Pekin Grace has chosen to bloom. We have
grown in our understanding that our mission field is right outside our doors. Seeing our support for
the greater Pekin community expand has been one of the great privileges of my leadership. We
have strived to be the hands and feet of Jesus, moving beyond charity and into relationship, seek-
ing to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to the streets of our city.

As we mark this milestone of six and a half years, let us not look at it merely as time passed, but as
a foundation laid. The work of God is never finished,; it is a continual unfolding of mercy and new
creation.

Thank you for trusting me with your souls, for partnering with me in the Gospel, and for allowing
me the immense honor of being your pastor. My heart is full, not just with memories of what we
have done, but with gratitude for who you are.

- - - /’\r N\
With deepest love and enduring gratitude, é 9,
Lee &uiwmﬂﬂﬂ

Rev. Eric N. Swanson

Directing Pastor

Pekin Grace United Methodist Church WEb!tw, Hanp LISTAY3INIO
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Reverend Dr. Curt D. Keller Starts

We have known for about a few months that Reverend Dr. Curt Keller would be with us start-
ing in January. Although he has retired from full time ministry, he has not retired from minis-
try. God has a way of calling. Reverend Keller will be ministering at Grace at .three quarters
time. We will continue moving forward as a congregation towards the goal which God has set
for us. Reverend Keller will shepherd this flock during the interim and prepare our hearts for
God to work amongst us.

Please be in prayer for him and for this congregation during this interim time. We are look-
ing forward to learning more about him as he joins with us, teaches about God and teaches
the word.

Hot Topics Returns to Pekin Grace

Hot Topics Wednesday Study will return in January-itggm6 The study will be looking at
theological underpinnings using respectful discussion on some controversial topics. The topics
scheduled will be as follows:

gJan. 7 Christian Nationalism

7Jan. 14 Sexuality

g7Jan. 21 The environment

g7Jan. 28 Abortion

7Feb. 4The stranger among us

7Feb. 11Technology

7Feb. 18Study Cancelled for Ash Wednesday Service

Come willing to hear some opinions that may vary from your own. Or maybe you will find out
we are not all that much different. The Bible does not always directly address the tough topics
and we do not all see things from the same point of view. Maybe you need to come and point
out something that no one has taken time to think about. Sometimes people have to know
more before they can understand where other people come from. Remember judgment on oth-
erds opinions shuts down | ines of communicat
ence the ability to communicate or see across the lines.
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December was a super fun month filled with family and fun, friendship and faith.

We kicked off December by hosting a table for the Ladies' Christmas Dinner for our UniteKids
and Bible Buddies moms. We had a beautiful table, complete with a special ornament for each
mom. We enjoyed a wonderful evening of fellowship with our moms, getting to know them bet-
ter, and everyone had a wonderful evening.

Our Wednesday nights were packed with rehearsals and practice for our Family Christmas
Breakfast. UniteKids continued their study of the book of Matthew, while Bible Buddies took a
deeper look at the book of Luke and the Birth of Jesus. We are excited to introduce new lessons
and adventures in January.

Our Family Christmas Breakfast was a huge success! Our UniteKids really shone as they present-
ed a Christmas sirgjong and danced to the music. We also enjoyed our Bible Buddies and

their reading of the Christmas Story! Jenson played a wonderful song for us on the piano, and

we enjoyed a wonderful breakfast, King's cupcakes, and fellowship. A special thank you to eve-
ryone who cooked, served, cleaned up, took photos, and helped make this day so special. Our
Ignite Youth also participated in serving, greeting, and helping our program flow smoothly, and

we really appreciate their efforts! Oh, and

we canodot forget to mention
a special appearance and brought a lot of
smiles to everyone.

To wrap up the month, we held a Christ
Party for UniteKids and Bible Buddies! W4
enjoyed snacks, games, and Christmas st8
trivia, which was a lot of fun. We did not
meet on December 24th or December 31st,
but we will resume regular meetings on Jan-
uary 7th. We wish everyone a blessed and
Merry Christmas! See you in 2026.

Emmy & Dianna
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‘ Ignite Grace
T4 |- Youth Group 1
: Connect!
>3 182 Fresh Starts in a -
| )., “ Frosty Season! -
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"*Stepznto a season of faith, o |

" friendship, and fresh.starts¢”
e Youth Group.;

INSERT NELSON CHICKEN
INFORMATION

YOU'RE INVITED TO

HEAVENLY
@@STACKS

g?@
N—)

N4

IGNITE YOUTH
FUNDRAISER

1/18 10AM - 11AM
DONATIONS REQUESTED

=% =
i

RSVP BY
SCANNING
THE QR CODE 5,

Meet weekly on Wednesdays, Mason Building, 2nd Floor
TWelcome Jr. High! We will be meeting from 538@.m.

TWelcome Sr. High! We will be meeting fror8:30 p.m. WEDi b w, HAH Ip3 SLJS°1 Ay3anN: o
t I c
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LADIE'S CHRISTMAS DINNER 2025
‘Thank You for an Unforgettable Eveningt

We are overflowing with gratitude to all the amazing ladies who
attended ISnite Youd)'s Ladies Chrisunas Dinner Fund-Raiser. It
truly was a masical evening that set the tone for this beautiful
season of joy and giving.

Your presence, [aughter, and Senerosity made the night sparkle with
warmth and Community spirit. From the heartfelt Conversations to
the festive décor, every detail Came together because of YOU.

A special thank you to:

+ Qur inCredibie Vojunteers who worked tirelessly behind the sCenes.
+ The Hosts whose Contributions made this event possible.

- Each attendee for bringing your energy and (oVe to the table.

- And of course.... Friend's In Harmony, for providing

Sy conneCted and join us for upcoming Ignite Yout) events—iet’s
Keep the spirit alive all season jons?

This evening wasn't just a dinner—it was a Celebration of
faith, friendship, and the power of Coming together for a
great cause. We Couldn’t have done it without you, and we
|ooK forward to many more moments like this.

Stay conneCted and join us for upComing ISnite Youth events—
wfskeepji)emiritalhleallseason fonst
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Baptisms
Please be in prayer for these young people who were baptized on December 22. Be in pray-

er for Chloe and Chase Ranney.

Reception for Pastor Eric
The reception for Pastor Eric was cancelled due to the snow, but many still braved the snow and

took time to thank him for his service to Grace. Some of the hospitality ladies made some
goodies to share. Mason Tennell presented Pastor Eric with a gift from the church. Continue
praying for Pastor Eric and his family as they move to Sun Prairie and he begins his new minis-
try in Wisconsin. We will miss you greatly, but we know that God has a plan and you are right

where you need to be for such a time as tig

|l f you havendt al p -
preciation to Pastor Eric for his time at Gri et es %

please take some time to send him a letter.
The office can get you his contact information.
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