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Christmas Eve services will be  
4 p.m.  & 11 p.m.  



 

 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 
Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 

Dear Friends of Grace, 
As we light the candles of Advent, a question lingers in the flickering glow: Is our waiting pas-
sive, or is it pregnant with purpose? 
 
The breathless anticipation of the prophets wasn’t a call to sit idle; it was a summons to 
"prepare the way" (Isaiah 40:3). There is a sweat-on-the-brow reality to true hope. This Advent 
season, I invite you to move beyond merely observing Advent to inhabiting it—embodied right 
here in Pekin, at church, in the community and in your home. 

• In the Spaces of Your Home 

Let us resist the frantic velocity of December. "Preparing the way" in our families might look 
less like perfect decorations and more like intentional stillness. It is the revolutionary act of 
putting down our phones to truly hear our children, turning our dinner tables into altars of 
connection. Let your home be a place where the peace of Christ isn't just sung about, but 
felt. 

• In the Streets of Pekin 

The light of the Incarnation was never meant to be hoarded; it is meant to be spilled. As 
people of Grace, we are called to carry this light into the grocery stores, schools, and 
neighborhoods of our community. Every interaction is an opportunity to offer dignity and 
kindness to a world walking in deep darkness. 

• In the Sanctuary of Our Church 
It was never just Mary and Joseph preparing the way for Jesus. It was the angels, the shep-
herds, travelers on the journey to Bethlehem. It was everyday people who made time and 
offered grace for this young couple and the miracle happening in their midst. The sanctuar-
ies of Grace are spaces for us to relive that communal awareness of Jesus among us.  

 
Do not sleepwalk through this holy season. Let us be a people who do not just await the Messi-
ah, but who actively clear the path for His love to enter our homes and our city. 
 
In Expectant Hope, 
Pastor Eric 
Pekin Grace United Methodist Church 

Reception for Pastor Eric 
The church leadership board warmly invites you to join us for a special reception honoring 
Pastor Eric for his remarkable service to God and to Grace United Methodist Church. We 
will have a light breakfast reception between the services on December 14 at 10 a.m.  



 

 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

Reverend Dr. Curt D. Keller 
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Members and friends of Grace United Methodist Church, 
We are writing to share with you that the Bishops, in consultation with our church leadership and 
our District Superintendent, have selected our interim pastor, Rev. Curt Keller, to serve as our pas-
tor from January 1 to June 30, 2026.  Below you will find a brief bio of Rev. Keller’s life, with 
many years as a local resident of the Pekin community while being in ministry service of the 
broader United Methodist Church.   
 
Please be in prayer for Rev. Keller at this time and for our ministry at Grace in this season of 
transition.  
 

Biography: 

Rev. Dr. Curt D. Keller began ministry in 1983 in Neoga, Illinois. He grew up in 

Berne, Indiana. He received a BA from Wabash College, an MDiv from Vanderbilt 

University, and a D.Min. from the University of Dubuque. During his time at Vander-

bilt, he spent a year in a French seminary in Paris. (He speaks French.) 

He has been married to Alice Gold for 2 ½ years. He has one son, Christopher, who 

is a musician living just outside of Nashville, TN. His other son, Geoffrey, passed in 

2012 from an awake malignant hyperthermia episode, and his first wife passed in 

2021 from primary progressive aphasia. They had been married for almost 38 

years. 

He has been a resident of Pekin since the summer of 1988, when he was appointed 

to First UMC as an associate minister. He also directed the deaf ministry in the Con-

ference, and his last two appointments were at Forrest Hill UMC in Peoria and the 

Hudson UMC, from which he retired this past spring.  

He is an avid swimmer and a member of the US Masters Swimming. He tries to swim 

3 to 4 times a week. He officiates collegiate swimming. He also gardens and enjoys 

native prairie plants around his house. 

Rev. Dr. Keller was a licensed marriage and family therapist in Illinois and stopped 

seeing clients when he needed to care for his wife. He was twice president of the 

Illinois Association for Marriage and Family Therapy.  

He states, “I enjoy ministry and am looking forward to being a part of Grace United 

Methodist Church here in Pekin.”  



 

 

UNITEKIDS & BIBLE BUDDIES  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Emmy Thies  & Dianna Miller
Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry 

It’s been an exciting month for Unitekids and Bible Buddies. We have been busy digging deep 
into the book of Matthew and enjoying lessons, games and music. Heading into November, we 
changed gears and started preparing our Family Christmas Breakfast program and the kids 
are really getting excited!  
 
Look for the children to share the greatest story every told and share some special music, sing-
ing and a bit of dancing too! There will also be an encore performance of the Best Gift Ever! 
We look forward to sharing this time with you!  Please make sure to reg-
ister and join us! You won’t want to miss it! 

Holiday Schedule 
We will not have Unitekids or Bible Buddies on 
Wednesday, December 3. We will return on 
Wednesday, December 10 and 17 and then 
we will be on Christmas break. We will return 
to our regular scheduled times on January 7th.  
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 YOUTH MINISTRY 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin  
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 



 

 

Church News 

Angel Tree 
Grace will once again be partnering with 
District 108 for the Angel Tree.  On the tree 
will be the names of children who come from 
families that need a little extra help during 
the holidays.  Please pick a name from the 
tree and purchase some of the items on their 
Christmas list for their families to put under 
the tree.  Place all of the gifts for your child 
into one larger gift bag or large plastic bag. 
Wrapped gifts need to be returned to 
Grace by December 9.  If you are interested 
in going shopping for those who donate mon-
ey, please let the office know. Thank you for 
deciding to brighten the life of a child this 
Christmas. 
 

Cantata: Ceremony of Candles 
Our Christmas cantata this year is Ceremony 
of Candles.  The work celebrates the Light of 
the World and includes the beautiful melody 
In the Bleak Mid-winter throughout.  Our 
presentation at the 11a.m. service on Decem-
ber 21 is not to be missed! People from 
throughout the area now have added this 
event to their Christmas list of activities.  We 
hope the cantata with 50 voices and a 20-
piece orchestra is an inspiration to you and 
your family.   
Combined with our contemporary musical 
event in the evening at 7p.m. that night in the 
Family Life Center, the entire day will be 
blessed with the high-level music program 
that is part of Grace Methodist Church.   
I also take the opportunity to publicly thank 
our Grace orchestra and Sanctuary Choir for 
allowing me the honor of being your conduc-

tor for the past 23 years. 

Sincerely, Dr. James Rimington 

 

Contemporary Cantata: Beloved 
Evening by the Fire will have an evening mu-

sical offering on December 21 at 7 p.m.  In 

the Gary Ford Family Life Center. The  

praise team will share some of their favorite 

Christmas  songs with Grace United Methodist 

Church.  

Holiday Office Hours 
The church office will be closed for the 

Christmas Holiday, starting December 24 

at noon.  It will reopen on December 29.  

Then it will close for the New Year at noon 

December 31 and January 1.  Due to va-

cation schedules and time with family of-

fice hours the first week in January may 

vary.   

 

Notify Church Office of Events 
This is a reminder to please make sure your 

group’s events are on the calendar.  The 

office can see and work out conflicts of 

most activities when these events are on the 

calendar.  All notifications need to be in 

writing and include the group name,  area 

used, and times needed.   

 

Ladies Christmas Dinner 
The dinner will be on December 3.  Doors 

will open at 5:30 p.m. The event is spon-

sored by the Grace United Methodist Ig-

nite Youth group.  Cost is $15 per person.  

It will be a beautiful evening of food, faith, 

and fellowship to start the Christmas sea-

son.  

 

Family Christmas Breakfast 
A new twist on a beloved favorite, this 

year the UNITEkids programs will provide 

a morning program where the story of Je-

sus is lifted up.   

The program will be December 6 at 9:30 

a.m. in the Gary Ford Family Life Center.  

There will be an opportunity to have pic-

tures with Santa.  Email Miss Emmy at 

ethies@pekingrace.org if you would like to 

attend.  

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Our services will be held Christmas Eve at 

4 p.m. in the Gary Ford Family Life Center 

and at 11 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

 

DECEMBER 2025 pekingrace.org 
Page 6 



 

 

Church News 

Reception for Pastor Eric 
The church leadership board warmly invites 
you to join us for a special reception honor-
ing Pastor Eric for his remarkable service to 
God and to Grace United Methodist Church. 
This heartfelt event will take place on De-
cember 14, between the morning services, 
beginning at 10 a.m. We will be serving a 
delightful light breakfast, creating a warm 
and inviting atmosphere for fellowship. A 
beautiful basket will be available for cards, 
allowing everyone to express their gratitude. 
Pastor Eric's unwavering commitment, both 
financially and technologically, to the future 
of Grace's Ministry has been invaluable. His 
insightful teachings and compassionate guid-
ance over the past 6.5 years have deeply 
inspired our congregation, helping us grow in 
faith and community. We hope you can join 
us in celebrating his lasting impact on our 
church family. Pastor Eric’s last day will be 
Christmas Eve.  

 

Weather Related Cancellations 
Grace doesn’t often cancel church.  We like 
to leave attendance up to your own discre-
tion. In the event that we have to cancel 
church on Sunday, we will send out an email 
with the information and make a post to so-

cial media.  

This is the same email list used for the email 
blast. Please let the office know if you would 
like to be included on this list by calling the 
church office and asking to be added to the 

list.   

Weekly activity/office hour cancellations will 
follow the 108 school schedule. If school ac-
tivities or school itself is canceled, the church 
activities will not take place. 
 

Transition Schedule 
Pastor Eric will be preaching for the final 

time on Christmas Eve, December 24 at 4 

and 11 p.m.  The interim Pastor Reverend Dr. 

Curt Keller will start in January.  He will 

preach for the first time January 4 and he 

will be with us through June.  

 

Update Contact Information 
Please let the office know when your con-
tact  information  changes,  which  includes 
moving out of the area. We need address-
es, phone numbers, and emails.    Birthdays 
are needed if you’d like to be included on 
the birthday list! Also, let us know if you 
would like to be included on our email list.   

 
Giving and Envelopes 
Grace Church survives and runs off of the 

generosity of its members. We thank each 

of you who have made contributions this 

past year. Together, the donations have 

helped to spread the love of Christ. We 

encourage you to save time by electroni-

cally transferring your monthly gift to 

Grace United Methodist Church.  

Your gift will appear on your bank state-

ment and Grace United Methodist Church 

will e-mail you quarterly giving statements. 

If you prefer the act of giving in person, 

we do offer privacy envelopes. 2026 giv-

ing envelopes are available to be picked 

up. This will save us some postage.  

If you can’t pick up your envelopes by the 

end of the year, please call the office and 

we will mail yours to you. Pick up the enve-

lopes with your name at the countertop of 

the hospitality area. If you do not currently 

get giving envelopes but would like them, 

please call Nanette in the church office. If 

you would like to sign up for the ACH giv-

ing, please go to the church website, print 

the form, fill out the information, and give it 

to the office. The ACH giving is taken out 

once a month.  
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Church News 

Dr. Jim Rimington Retirement Plans  
To: the congregation of Pekin Grace United Methodist Church 
  
Twenty-three years ago Fred Vogt caught me in the office at PCHS and 
told me to visit Grace and see if I was interested in being the director of 
music.  Jill and I visited, loved the church and saw good things happening 
in worship and music.  We are so thankful for that visit from Fred at the 
high school. 
After 53 years of church music work, 23 of which have been at Grace, I have decided to retire 
from this aspect of my life.  I have enjoyed my service to God and the congregations at several 
churches.  However, none has reached the level of support at Grace for our family and our music 
activities.  God has been at work during these 23 years. 
Jill and I sincerely thank you for your kindness, your interest, and your support of our Sanctuary 
Choir Sunday efforts, our music concert series, our madrigal dinners, our cantatas, and our 
opera:  Amahl and the Night Visitors.  You have also supported our efforts to connect with other 
churches including First Methodist in Pekin. 
I will be on the job until August  1st  and help my replacement with the job as the church goes 
through its transitions.  We will continue to help with the Grace Bells, maintain contact with the 
men’s group, and volunteer in other ways.   
  
God Bless you all.  Sincerely, 
Dr. James Rimington 
 

Welcome Zachary Garman into Grace 
Church!  He was confirmed and accepted into 
the body of Grace.  We welcome him  into 
our Church and ask that you pray for him and 
his Christian walk.  

Adam Golden was baptized on Novem-
ber 19.  Please pray over him and his 
family.  What an exciting month it has 
been!! If you are interested in being bap-
tized, or having your children baptized, 
please fill out the form on the app or let  
the office know.  

EXCITING NEWS 
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Theresa Wicker  1 
Jerry Potts   1 
Marianne Oltmann 1 
Linda Garman  2 
Connie Disney  2 
Randy McDaniels 2 
Edgar Sandoval  2 
Jack Wyman  3 
Karen Hohimer  5 
Morgan McDaniels 7 
Sarah Hunter  8 
Kelly Orrick   13 
Kenny Wiggins  14 
Chris Booher  16 
Mike Williamson 16 
Jerry Dunbar  18 
Patrick Burks  18 
Mason Tennell  18 
Patricia Knight  19 
David Myrick  19 
Mark Werner  20 
Gary Heiser  22 
Jodi Trombini  23 
Tom Booth   24 
Jill Powell   24 
Kathy Brush   24 

Francine Ghitalla 25 
Norma Hebner  26 
Ory Patterson  27 
Janet Ray   27 
Carla Jacobson  29 
Barbara Faichney 29 
Shirley Purkel  30 
Mike Burks   31 
Christina Lenox  31 

November Birthdays 
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Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12 -1 pm 

 
Prayer Concerns 

Barb Hill 
Carol Gustoff 

Pastor Eric Swanson 
Fara Onken 
Jim Stallwitz 

For the family of June Parr on her 
passing 

Pat Stark 
Reverend Dr. Curt D. Keller 

Shirley Purkel 
Linda Stoner 

Willie Fahnstrom 
 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  If you would like to be kept on longer, 
please call the office, 309-347-7131. 

December 2 
Men’s Fellowship meets on Tuesdays at 8 a.m.  

December 3  
Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m. 

Ladies Christmas Dinner, GFFLC, 5:30-9 p.m.  
Unitekids will not meet.  

Choir will resume regular rehearsal. 
December 4  

UWF Executive Meeting, Hospitality Area, 1 p.m.  
Grace Readers to CB Smith to read with the Kindergarteners, 

1:30 p.m.  
December 6  

Family Christmas Breakfast, GFFLC, 9:30 a.m. December 7 All 
Angel Tree Gifts should be returned to Grace! 

December 9  
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m. 

All Angel tree gifts need to be returned to Grace.   
December 10  

UWF General Meeting, , 1 p.m.  
Final Winter Xtreme Payment due $60 

December 13  
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m. 

December 14  
Reception for Pastor Eric Swanson at 10 a.m.  

December 18  
Susannah Circle’s Christmas Celebration, Shelly’s Café in UAW 

Building, 9 a.m.  
December 20  

Saturday Servants cancelled.   
Cantata Rehearsal 9-12 p.m.  

December 21  
Cantata 11:00 a.m.  & Evening by the Fire, 7 p.m.  

December 22 through January 5th  
All Children & Youth programming will not take place.  

December 24  
Office closes at Noon,  

Christmas Eve Services 4p.m. & 11 p.m.   
Pastor Eric’s Last Day  

December 25  
Office Closed for Christmas Day 

December 27  
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m. 

December 31  
Office Closes at Noon 

There will be no evening activities at Grace.   
NO Choir, Youth Group, UNITEkids 

 
There will be limited afternoon hours the first week of January 
because of the holiday and the new Pastor. Please be aware 

and/or call before coming out.  
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