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PASTORôS 
CORNER 
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October ends pastor appreciation month and November is the month that gives thanks.  The two 
of these leave me in a reflective mood over the many people and spaces that I feel God has 
been active in my life. 
 
For starters, I have been blessed by many pastors who have shaped and formed me over the 
years.  I have been raised up in the church and now as a pastor, mentored by so many other pas-
tors who either help me be a better pastor or they have served that traditional pastoral role for 
me.  We all need people in our lives who can see what God is calling out of us and who will take 
the effort to do that work.  This is something that is seen in our personal and corporate lives to-
gether.   
 
I am also thankful for the ministry of all believers and the various ministerial work that everyone 
in our church offers.  I know that my family has been prayed for, supported, mentored and more 
from all of you.  This blessing is felt in countless ways.  I am also thankful that the ministry of the 
church is something that as a pastor I can count on for the sake of our community.  I know that 
within the body of this church there are countless resources of ministry for the sake of living into 
the Gospel.  You all heal, preach, teach, lead worship, uplift, and so much more.  This is in our 
prominent ministries and in the individual gifts offered up in quiet ways. 
 
As I think about our thankfulness, I am aware of the ways that our churches continuing commitment 
makes a difference. I am thankful that we get to see the results of that.  This past week, we wit-
nessed the baptism of three teens who have all been coming to Grace for several years now.  
Their professions of faith are an inspiration to be thankful for.  Before the end of this year we will 
also see more baptisms, some of children whoõs parents are deeply committed to raising their chil-
dren up in the faith and in this church.  I am thankful that God inspires a new generation through 
this commitment.   
 

Lastly, I am thankful to everyone of you.  I am thankful for the way you fulfill your commitment to 

Grace when you support our general fund, so we can operate, and when you donate your time 

for kids to learn to read.  I am thankful when you call all those people who will line up to be 

served at our pantry.  I am thankful when people take care of the gardens (I have a black thumb 

of death there), when you sing in the choirs, and when you drive kids to youth group.  I am thank-

ful when you learn skills you didnõt think you could and you run tech, cameras, and coffee pots.  I 

am thankful for Grace being a beautiful expression of Godõs love and Jesus offering of life to 

the world.  Itõs beautiful and I am grateful. 



 

 

UNITEKIDS & BIBLE BUDDIES  

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
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Ms. Emmy and Ms. Dianna are working on 
the details for our Family Christmas Break-
fast.  We will be sharing the details with 
you very soon!  Our program will be on 
Saturday, December 6.  

 
 

¶ Unitekids,  Pre-K 2nd Grade  
5:30-7 p.m. 

 

¶ Bible Buddies, 3rd-5th Grade   

5:30-7 p.m.  
 
Snack and Social time from 5:30-6 p.m.  

Wednesday Nights 

 
 

¶ No Unitekids/Bible Buddies 
      November 26th 

¶ Family Christmas Breakfast, Dec. 6th 

¶ Winter Break: Dec.  22nd-Jan. 5th  

Upcoming Events 

 

Ms. Emmy : ethies@pekinfirst.org 
Ms. Dianna : dmiller@pekingrace.org 

Contact Information 

Reminders 

This month we explored the book of Mat-
thew.  We have talked about being the 
light and the salt of the earth.  The kids 
have enjoyed a sõmores themed lesson on 
what it means to follow Jesus and treat 
others as Jesus treated them.  

What we Learned 
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 YOUTH MINISTRY 
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WinterXtreme Information 

What: Winterxtreme 

When: January 2nd-4th 

Where: Camp Timber-Lee N8705 Scout Rd, East Troy, WI 53120 

Cost: $180 with a $20 discount per fundraiser the youth help with. You could pay as low as 

$100 by attending and helping with our upcoming fundraisers. 

¶ 10/26 Trunk or Treat, 1:30-4 p.m.  

¶ 11/30 Heavenly Stacks,  youth there at 8:30 a.m.   

¶ 12/3 Ladies Christmas Dinner, youth there at 4 p.m.  

¶ 12/6 UNITEkids Christmas Family Breakfast, youth there at 8:30 a.m.  

 
Payment Plan Due Dates:  

10/8 $60 deposit, 11/12 $60, 12/10 $60 final payment due 

 

Our expectations are as follows: 

· Youth will utilize the buddy system of 3 and will not roam alone. 

· Girls and boys are not allowed in the opposite cabins. 

· Respectful behavior honoring our values and the values of the Church.  

 

Plan for departure on January 2nd from Grace: 

We will meet at Grace at 3:30pm on January 2nd planning on departing the church at 4pm. Kids 

need to bring a sack lunch with them to eat on the way up to the retreat. It takes roughly 3.5 

hours to get to the camp. We plan on stopping after being on the road for about an hour and a 

half for a restroom break. When we arrive at the camp, we will notify parents, get settled in our 

rooms, and then eat at the snack attack for our official dinner. 

 

Plan for departure on January 4th from WinterXtreme: 

We plan on leaving at 11:30am from the camp that Sunday morning. We will stop about an 

hour and a half later to use the restroom. We will have a group text with all the parents to keep 

them informed with updates and pictures. We will notify parents when we are 30 minutes away 

from Grace for parent pickup. 

Important November dates: 
11/2 Youth on Tech for 9a.m. service 
11/12 Second WinterXtreme payment due $60 
11/26 No youth group. Have a lovely Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
11/30 Heavenly Stacks and youth Sunday. Youth need to be at the church by 
8:30am. 
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A special thank you to Jim and Lisa 
McKenzie for generously hosting the 
event at their beautiful farm, which 
provided the perfect backdrop for 
this occasion.  

Ignite Youth Group enjoyed a fantastic 
gathering at the Holy Ghost Weenie Roast.  
The event was filled with food, fun, and 
fellowship, creating memorable moments 
for all attendees.   



 

 

Meet weekly on Wednesdays, Mason Building, 2nd Floor  
Å Jr. High meeting from 5:30-7 p.m.  

Å Sr. High will be meeting from 7-8:30 p.m.  
Contact the church office if you need a ride.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
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Fall Bake Sale 
The fall bake sale of the Grace United Women in Faith was held on Saturday and Sunday, Oc-
tober 18 & 19, before and after services. A wonderful array of decorated cookies, fresh 
breads, candy, cakes, pies, and springerles was donated. Thanks to everyone for their donations 
of baked goods and for purchasing these goodies.  
 
The purpose of United Women in Faith is to turn faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of 
women, children, and youth around the world. Our primary goal is to help these folks in Pekin 
first and foremost. We support the following groups: Carolõs House of Hope, Pekin Outreach Ini-
tiative, Pekin Police Foundation, Childrenõs Advocacy, Pekin Salvation Army, Pekin Literacy Pro-
gram, and Pekin Hope Chest. In addition, we participate with Pekin Church Women United, and 
in cooperation with them,  provide food for an evening meal at the Salvation Army, at least 
twice a year. 
 
We have two active circles sponsored by the Grace United Women in Faith: the Miriam Circle, 
which meets monthly, working around the school schedule, and the Susannah Circle that meets on 
the 4th Thursday morning of every other month at 9 AM. The general meetings of the Grace 
United Women in Faith are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the months of March, June, Septem-
ber, and December in the Hospitality area of Grace Church. 
  
The Miriam Circle works with the kindergarten teachers at C.B. Smith School in the reading pro-
gram; they provide the students with book bags. These book bags are made by our members to 
provide these students with a means to carry their donated books that are purchased by the cir-
cle and United Women in Faith. The kindergarten students are provided with a reading book in 
the fall and another in the spring. The ladies are known as òthe Church Ladiesó.   
 
The Susannah Circle provides meals for Pekin Outreach Initiative, plus has breakfast fellowship 
and a number of other activities.   Another program we provide is a book club, held at Pekin 
Estates, on the 2nd Tuesday every month at 10 a.m.  This program is led by Sandy Isenburg. All 
are welcome to take part in this program. 
 

We extend a welcome to anyone who would be interested in attending our activities. 
Thanks to everyone for making it possible to assist in the projects mentioned. 

 



 

 

Church News 

Book Club 
Book Club meets Tuesday, November 11 at 
10 a.m. in the library at Pekin Estates. We 
will discuss While My Sister Sleeps by Barba-
ra Delinsky.  If you have any questions or 
would like to join us, call Sandy 309-241-
1411.  
 

Youth Group Sunday 
Join Ignite Youth Group for a delightful 
morning of heavenly pancakes! On Sunday, 
November 30, we will kick off the first of 
four Youth Sundays. Our youth will be active-
ly participating in the 9:00 AM Contempo-
rary service, and in between services, they 
will be serving up delicious stacks of pan-
cakes and sausage served hot and fresh! 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to support our 
Youth Program and connect with our youth 
members. Don't miss out on this chance to en-
joy great food and fellowship! 
 

Kroger Community Rewards 
Our organization number is EJ122.  If you 
could sign up for community rewards and 
make Grace UMC your organization we 
would appreciate it!  For July 1, 2025 
through September 30, 2025 the 33 house-
holds enrolled in the community rewards have 
earned Grace Church $ 63.23.  Thank you 
for taking the time to enroll in this program 
so that the church may be blessed.  

If you have not entered into the program but 

you would like to: 

1. Sign into your digital Kroger account. 

To create a new account, go to 

www.kroger.com/account/create 

2. Select òMy Accountó.  

3. Select òCommunity Rewardsó. 

4. Select òEnroll Nowó. 

5.  Enter òEJ122ó then òSaveó.  

 

Pictures 
If you take pictures at church events please 
send a copy to the church secretary.  She is 
always looking for pictures to put into the 
Grace Notes and share on Facebook from 
the various activities!  

 

All Saints Day List 
Below is a list of people Grace Church has 

lost during the past year.  We will be hon-

oring these people at our All Saintsõ Day 

Services over the weekend of November 

1.  There will be a chance in the service for 

people to light a candle for their loved 

ones, past and present, even if they are not 

recognized and named on the screen.  

 

  

Church Members 

Helen Louise Dietrich 

John Beard 

Charles òChuckó Dietrich 

Richard P. Wherry 

Willowdean F. Stone 

Richard Lee Canopy 

Nelson A. òPeteó Wright III  

 

 

Friends of Church 

Seth B. Crowell 

Amanda Brie Scanlan 

Shirley Ghitalla 

Mark Gustoff 

Kathleen Woodley 

Vera Lynn Byrd 

Carla Jo Porter 

Walter Junior Davis 
 
 
Please take some time to pray for these 
people and their families, who are still pro-
cessing these losses and finding out what 
the future without their loved ones looks 
like.  
    
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old or-
der of things has passed away.  
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Church News 

Angel Tree 
Grace will once again be partnering with 
District 108 for the Angel Tree.  On the tree 
will be the names of children who come from 
families that need a little extra help during 
the holidays. The names will be available to 
take off the tree on November 23.  You will 
have about 2 weeks to shop.    Please pick a 
name from the tree and purchase some of the 
items on their Christmas list for their families 
to put under the tree.  Place all of the gifts 
for your child into one larger gift bag or 
large plastic bag. Wrapped gifts need to be 
returned to Grace by December 9.  Thank 
you for deciding to brighten the life of a 
child this Christmas. 
 

Charge Conference 
In the United Methodist Church, the charge 
conference meets at least once a year and 
is responsible for recommending candidates 
for holy orders, establishing salaries for the 
pastor and staff, and evaluating the ministry  
of the church.  
 
The Charge Conference for Grace will be 
held on November 9 at 5 p.m. at Pekin 
Grace UMC. Remember, all church members 
may attend this meeting.  If you cannot at-
tend but would like a copy of the report that 
is turned in to the conference, you may pick it 
up at the office after the conference date 

 

Town hall 
The next Town hall will be November 9 be-
tween the Sunday services at 10 a.m. in the 
Gary Ford Family Life Center.  Hope to see 
you there.  The church will go over the report 
they plan to turn in that evening at the 
Charge Conference.  
 

Update Contact Information 
Please let the office know when your contact 
information changes, which includes moving 
out of the area. We need addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails.    Birthdays are needed 
if youõd like to be included on the birthday 
list! Also, let us know if you would like to be 
included on our email list.   

Thank you 
Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 
Thank you for awarding me this very gen-
erous scholarship!  Grace has been a huge 
part of my life since I was a little kid sitting 
in the old kitchen basement during Grace 
Café.  This scholarship has helped me 
through my undergraduate and now it is 
helping me through my masterõs degree. 

Thank you so much! 
Ryan Trantham 

 

Co-Rec Volleyball Resumes 
Co-Rec volleyball will resume on Mondays 
starting at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 
contact the office or Rod Teaney. Pre-
registration is not required for this 
event.  Just show up when you are able.  
 

Office Closed 
The church office will be closed on Novem-

ber 27 in observance of Thanksgiving. The 

office will reopen on December 1.   

 

Notify Church Office of Events 
This is a reminder to please make sure your 

groupõs events are on the calendar.  The 

office can see and work out conflicts of 

most activities when these events are on the 

calendar.  All notifications need to be in 

writing and include the group name,  area 

used, and times needed.   

 

Baptisms 
Congratulations to the three young people 

baptized last month! We warmly welcome 

you into our church and are excited for 

your journey.  
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COMBINED WORSHIP 
SERVICE AND POTLUCK 
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Big thanks to Lisa McKenzie for putting togeth-
er our combined worship and potluck celebrat-
ing Grace UMC volunteers! We shared amaz-
ing food, great conversation, and lots of laugh-
ter. Each volunteer went home with a sweet 
òthank-youó bag - complete with a miniature 
Jesus to remind us that Heõs always with us, a 
shiny stone engraved with a Bible verse, and a 
gift certificate with a clever note: òWe canõt 
pay you in money, but hereõs a little dough 

(ôTadoughsõ) to thank you!ó 

We are so grateful for all who serve with 
love and dedication at Grace UMC! 

Arlen Booth 

created a 3D 

s c a l e d- d o w n 

r e p l i c a  o f 

Grace UMC for 

Joanne Miller. It 

was displayed 

for all to see at 

the potluck. 



 

 

Church News 
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On October 4, twenty-six people met at the beautiful park la-
goon and participated in the Mike Caringello Memorial Hunger 
Walk.  Mike was a long-time leader in our community and a 
dedicated member of Grace United Methodist Church.  He initi-
ated the Hunger Walk several years ago, and since then, it has 
raised thousands of dollars to feed those in need in Pekin.  This 
year, Mike's daughter, Linda Caringello Cooper, grandson, Ad-
am Cooper, granddaughter Shannon Dillon, and her husband 
Brian made it a family affair and walked.   
 
Thank you to all the walkers, and thank you to everyone who 
supported their efforts. Together, we raised a total of 
$7,426.00. Funds raised in the walk will be divided among the 
Pekin Outreach Center, GUMC Food Pantry, and the Salvation 
Army.   
 
Weõll plan to see you at next yearõs Hunger Walk! Thank you 
for continuing to make a difference in the fight against hunger.  



 

 

Pat Moser   1 
Fred Vogt   3 
Anna Soupos  3 
Nancy Ridgeway 3 
Nancy Kriegsman 4 
Kate Wyman  5 
Ann Vogt   6 
Peg Gorsage  6 
Holly Hoffman  7 
Daniel McKenzie 10 
Melissa Troutman 10 
Derek Stout   10 
Nola Booher  11 
Naomi Comstock 13 
Mallory Ingles  14 
Kitty Robinson  15 
John Troutman  17 
Sharon Danner  18 
Chris Bergstrand 18 
Marshall Stoner  19 
Pat McMullin  20 
Miles Wilson  21 
Ben Bruns   21 
Catherine Englebrecht 21 
Kathy Manz   22 
Jennie Hahn   22 

Eloise Feuchter  23 
Daphnie Blanch  25 
Jaclyn Mulvey  26 
TJ Orrick   26 
CJ Booher   28 
Jack Orrick   29 
Nanette Mulvey  30 
Rebecca Onken  30 

bh±9a.9w  нлнр ǇŜƪƛƴƎǊŀŎŜΦƻǊƎ 
tŀƎŜ мн 

November Birthdays 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12 -1 pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

 

Barb Hill 

Cooper Ward 

Fara Onken 

Harvey Holcomb 

June Parr 

Pat Stark 

Shirley Purkel 

Mark Weber 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  If you would like to be kept on longer, 
please call the office, 309-347-7131. 

November 2  
All Saints Day at Grace All Services 
Daylight Savings time ends, Fall back 

 
November 3  

Co-Rec Volleyball returns on Mondays, GFFLC, 6:30-8:30 p.m.   
See Rod Teaney or the office for more information.  

 
November 4  

Menõs Fellowship on Tuesdays, Hospitality Area at 8 a.m.  
Election Day 

 
November 6  

Miriam Circle to CB Smith  
to read with the Kindergarteners, 1:30 p.m.  

 
November 8  

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
 

November 9  
Town Hall, GFFLC, 10 a.m.  

Grace Church Hosts: Charge conference, GFFLC, 5 p.m.  
 

November 11  
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m. 

 
November 12  

2nd Winter Xtreme payment $60 due 
 

November 15  
Saturday Servants, 9 a.m.  

 
November 18  

Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m.  
Grace Notes Articles due 

 
November 26  

No Communion at Pekin Estates  
Youth Group and Unitekids will not meet.   

 Unitekids will resume on December 10. 
 

November 26  
Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving 

 
November 29 

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
 

November 30  
Youth Sunday at Grace Church 

Heavenly Stacks, Hospitality Area, 10 a.m. 
First Sunday in Advent 


