
Small Group Guide: "What Does It Take?" 
Worship, Serve, and Know Series - Week 4 

 
Opening Prayer 
Begin your group time with prayer, asking God to open hearts and minds to understand what He is 
calling your group to do as part of His church. 
 
Ice Breaker 
Share about a time when you got really excited about a hobby or interest and got someone else 
involved. What made you so passionate about sharing it with others? 
 
Sermon Summary 
This sermon explored what it takes for Grace United Methodist Church to fulfill its mission of 
worshiping together, serving with love, and helping others know Jesus. Pastor Eric discussed both 
the practical financial needs of the church (operating budget and fund accounts) and the spiritual 
commitment required from each member. The key message: when we invest in God's work through 
our church, the impact multiplies far beyond what we put in—like the loaves and fish Jesus 
multiplied to feed thousands. 
 
Key Scripture Passages 

• Malachi 3:10 - "Bring the whole tenth part to the storage house so there might be food in my 
house. Please test me in this, says the Lord of heavenly forces..." 

 
• 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 - "The one who sows a small number of seeds will also reap a small 

crop...Everyone should give whatever they've decided in their heart...God loves a cheerful 
giver." 

 
• Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be careful to live out your life wisely, not foolishly. Take advantage of 

every opportunity because there are evil times." 
 
Discussion Questions 

 Understanding the Message 
1. Pastor Eric shared that Grace UMC's annual budget of approximately $600,000-

$700,000 creates a community impact of about $3.4 million. How does this 
"compound interest" principle change your understanding of what the church does? 

 

2. The sermon mentioned two types of budgets: the "not glamorous" operating budget 
and the "fun accounts" (restricted funds). Why are both important? Which one do 
you naturally think about more? 

 

3. What did you think about the story of the 200 carved pomegranates on top of a 60-foot 
pole that no one could see? What does this teach us about serving God? 

 
 Personal Reflection 

4. When you hear the word "tithe" or messages about giving, what is your honest 
emotional reaction? Why do you think you respond that way? 

 



5. Pastor Eric said, "Guilt-tripping people only goes so far." Have you ever experienced 
guilt-based giving versus joy-based giving? What was the difference? 

 

6. The sermon asked: "What are you able to do? And what do you wish to see done?" How 
would you answer these two questions about your involvement in the church? 

 
Going Deeper 

7. In Malachi 3:10, God says "Please test me in this." What do you think God means by 
inviting us to test His generosity? Have you ever experienced this in your own life? 

 

8. Pastor Eric shared that generosity is "part of the DNA" of this church. What are some 
specific examples you've witnessed of this church's generosity? How has it impacted 
you or others? 

 

9. The widow's mite, the rich young ruler, and the tithe in Malachi all present different 
perspectives on giving. What do these different stories together teach us about what 
God values in our giving? 

 
Application to Life 

10. Beyond financial giving, the sermon emphasized giving time, talents, gifts, and 
resources. Which of these four areas do you feel most called to grow in right now? 

 

11. Pastor Eric said people will come "for somebody whose passion and heart is on fire 
for something that is greater than themselves." What are you passionate about in 
ministry? How can you share that passion with others? 

 

12. The sermon described the church as a "rising tide that lifts all boats." How have you 
experienced this in your own life? How can you be part of that rising tide for others? 

 
Key Takeaways 

1. The church multiplies impact: What we invest (financially, time, talents) gets multiplied into 
greater community impact—like the loaves and fish. 

 
2. Commitment matters more than amount: God is less concerned with the exact percentage 

we give and more concerned with our heart commitment and generosity. 
 

3. The church needs both: We need people who support day-to-day operations AND people 
who create lasting legacies through endowments and special gifts. 

 
4. Compound interest is real: When we consistently invest in ministry (like Unite Kids), it grows 

and reaches more people over time. 
 

5. Service is contagious: When we're passionate about serving God and others, people are 
drawn to that fire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Practical Applications 
This Week: 

• Pray about your current level of commitment to the church (time, talents, gifts, resources). 
Ask God where He's calling you to grow. 

• Calculate what percentage of your income you currently give. If you're not at 10%, consider 
what it would take to move 1% closer. 

• Volunteer for one thing you haven't done before at church—hospitality, technology, worship 
team, pantry, etc. 

 
This Month: 

• Meet with someone on staff or a ministry leader to learn more about an area of ministry that 
interests you. 

• Invite someone to church or a church event—share your passion for what God is doing here. 
• Review your family budget and discuss with your spouse/household how you can be more 

generous. 
 
This Season: 

• Consider setting up recurring giving if you haven't already, so your commitment is 
consistent. 

• Explore legacy giving options like the church endowment for long-term impact. 
• Commit to one regular area of service where you can make a sustained difference. 

 
Closing Activity 
Commitment Cards: Have each person write down one specific commitment they're making in 
response to this sermon—whether financial, time, talent, or other. Seal these in envelopes and 
exchange them with another group member who will pray for you and check in with you in one 
month. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Gracious God, thank You for calling us to be part of Your church. Help us to see beyond the 
mundane details to the miraculous ways You multiply our offerings. Give us generous hearts, 
willing hands, and passionate spirits. May we commit ourselves fully to worshiping together, 
serving with love, and helping others know Jesus. Test us, Lord, and show us Your faithfulness 
as we step out in faith. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
 Additional Resources 
- **For Further Study**: Read Acts 2:42-47 about the early church's commitment to one another 
- **Book Recommendation**: "The Generosity Ladder" by Nelson Searcy 
- **Next Steps**: Attend the Town Hall on November 9th to learn more about church budget and 
leadership 
 


