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PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 
Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 
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Every year at the Annual Conference gathering of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the 
UMC, there is a minor worship element that can either play out in the Ordination worship or the 
Retirement worship.  This is the passing of a lantern from a retiree to a new ordinand.  When they 
do this handoff, they reference the passing of the mantle of leadership that is demonstrated in 
the scriptures with the passing of the mantle from Elijah to Elisha as prophets in the Old Testa-
ment. 
 
I know that I am not retiring yet, and yet, with the normal ebb and flow of life, we have found 
ourselves at a moment when the mantle of leadership here at Grace will be passed to some new 
Elisha(s) that we may not fully know of yet.  Now, with the detail of clergy leadership, this part is 
very clear.  We will wait for the District Superintendent and Bishop to assign Grace both an inter-
im pastor who will begin in January, as well as a full time pastor who would begin on the normal 
appointment year in July.  We know the details of timing, but we must wait in that between time 
of knowing.  This waiting is often the hardest part of us. But we do take heart that conversations 
of the Holy Spirit move through the spaces we are living in and reach our needs.  Just as Elisha 
was not a copy of Elijah, we trust that God calls for leadership that is both called and equipped 
to meet the needs of the church for the day that they will lead in.  That is my prayer for us at 
Grace in this moment. 
 
The other part of this thought on leadership is parallel to the first. We as a church have been ac-
tively participating in the mantle passing that is demonstrated in those worship services and the 
ministry of Elijah to Elisha. We have seen a generational mantle passing here at Grace since 
2019.  When I arrived here over 6 years ago, we had a generation of leadership who were in 
the process of retiring from leadership as well as a generation who were passing on to heaven 
and taking with them the generational knowledge of their lives. As I reflect on this transition, I see 
how this handoff is always inevitable, and always used by God for the rejuvenation of God’s 
church.   
 
I share this part with everyone today because we need to give thanks and continue to pray for 
the ways that God is calling up another generation in our midst.  And if God is calling up another 
generation, what are we doing so that we might honor the work of our lives as well as faithfully 
honor the work that is yet to come.  As your pastor who is moving on, I know that my time of lead-
ership will end and I must trust in the leadership of the person to come.  As we see the entire 
body model this in heathy ways, we see the vibrancy that God is calling us towards. Change is 
hard.  No doubt about it.  But God calls us into the wilderness so that we might make it to the 
Promised Land.   
 
Peace + Grace, 

Pastor Eric 



 

 

Unitekids and Bible Buddies are Moving! 
Beginning on Wednesday October 1, we will start meeting at Grace UMC.   

We will meet at our regular time, 5:30-7 p.m.  
 

Program Update 
UniteKids and Bible Buddies are off to a fantastic start! We have been meeting at Pekin First on 
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:00 PM and are enjoying our new format. From 5:30 to 6 p.m., we gather 
as a large group for snacks and social time, where we share prayer requests, discuss our week, and 
talk about upcoming events. 
 
From 6 to 7 p.m., we break into two groups: UniteKids for Pre-K through 2nd grade and Bible Buddies 
for 3rd through 5th grade. During this time, we enjoy Bible story sessions, crafts, games, music, and 
many other activities. 
 
Make sure to look for the weekly newsletters that the kids bring home. They include the week's lesson, 
important information about upcoming events, fun games, Bible facts, and more. The newsletters also 
feature the memory verse of the week. 
 
Trunk or Treat, October 26 

Trunk or Treat is coming up October 26 at Pekin Grace UMC. This is always great fun for 

everyone. Here is a QR code you can use to sign up to decorate your car and join in the 

fun. Bring the whole family for a fun and safe Halloween trick-or-treating event. Candy 

donations for this event are appreciated, and they can be dropped off in the office. 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Emmy Thies  & Dianna Miller
Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry 
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IGNITE GRACE  
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin  
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 

Important Dates:  
• 10/1 Holy Ghost Wienie Roast, Junior and Senior High Combined at Mr. And Mrs. McKenzie’s Farm! Meeting 

5:30-7:30 p.m. Van Available  
• 10/8 Parent meeting for WinterXtreme, Mason Building youth room, 7pm.  $60 Down Payment Due  
• 10/8 Ignite High School Youth asked to help at UNITEkids from 5:30-7p.m. weekly when they are at Grace. 

Please reach out to Miss Emmy and Miss Dianna with any questions.  
• 10/18 Saturday Servants 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Looking for Youth Helpers. Talk with Jill if interested. ($20 Discount will 

be given for WinterXtreme for youth working this event)  
• 10/26 Trunk or Treat. Ignite Youth will be decorating the Grace Van. Asking youth to arrive at 1p.m. to help set 

up. ($20 Discount will be given for WinterXtreme for youth working this event)  

Ignite youth has started back up and are having so much fun building friendships, connections, and getting to know 
each other in a more meaningful way.  
 
We are currently working through a Sadie Robertson Huff book called “Who are you following?” The youth are 
working on how to pursue Jesus in a social media obsessed world.   
  
 

IMG_8460.heic

Junior High Senior High 

Talk with the youth group leaders for more information.   

Transportation to youth group  
is available! 
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MARIOGOLD FESTIVAL 
DUNK TANK 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin  
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 

The money raised was split between the Schaeferville 
Fire Department and the Grace Ignite Youth.  The Mari-
gold Festival dunk tank was a huge success, raising $500 
for the youth in just a few shifts.  
 



 

 

Church News 

Hunger Walk 
Join us for the Mike Caringello Memorial 
Hunger Walk on October 4 at 10 a.m. at 
Mineral Springs Park. Mike was a long-time 
leader in our community and a dedicated 
member of Grace United Methodist Church, 
where he served as an usher, acolyte, and 
greeter for many years. He initiated the Hun-
ger Walk several years ago, and since then, 
it has raised thousands of dollars to help 
feed those in need in Pekin. Mike had a 
deep compassion for the hungry and took 
seriously Jesus’ command to “feed my sheep.” 
This year, the funds raised from the Hunger 
Walk will be evenly distributed among the 
Pekin Outreach Center, Grace United Meth-
odist Church Food Pantry, and the Salvation 
Army.  
If you are unable to attend the walk, you can 
still contribute by sending your donation to 
Grace United Methodist Church. Alternative-
ly, you can bring your donation to the park 
on October 4 and join us in walking a mile 
around the beautiful lagoon.  
Come share in the fellowship, and together 
let’s help feed those who are hungry. If you 
have any questions, please call Brenda Nel-
son at 309-202-0926 or Phil Icenogle at 
309-369-7354. 
 

Book Club 
Book Club will meet Tuesday, October 14, at 
10 a.m. in the library at Pekin Estates to dis-
cuss the book Woman's Daughter by Kim 
Michele Richardson. Anyone is welcome. Any 
questions, please call Sandy at 309-241-
1411. Hope to see you there.  

 
Fall Clean-Up Day 
Saturday servants will once again be hosting 
the Fall clean-up day on October 18 from 9-
noonish. We will be cutting back the bushes 
and plants, tidying up the gardens, and do-
ing various tasks indoors and outdoors  to get 
ready for Winter.  Stay for the whole time or 
come for just a short amount of time.  Any 
and all help will be appreciated.  Water 
and snacks will be available.     

 

All Saints Day List 
Below is a list of people Grace Church has 

lost during the past year.  We will be hon-

oring these people at our All Saint’s Day 

Services over the weekend of November 1.  

If  there  is  someone  you  have  lost  and 

would like to add to this list, please let the 

office know by October 16.  We would 

love to remember them with you!  
 

If  you miss the cut off, there will  be a 

chance in the service for you to light a can-

dle for loved ones past and present, even 

if they are not recognized and named on 

the screen.  

  

Church Members & Friends 
Seth B. Crowell 

Amanda Brie Scanlan 
Helen Louis Dietrick 

John Beard 
Charles "Chuck" Dietrich 

Richard P. Wherry 
Shirley Ghitalla 
Mark E. Gustoff 

Willowdean F. Stone 
Kathleen E. Woodley 
Gary Robert Planck 

Vera Lynn Byrd 
Richard Lee Canopy 

Carla Jo Porter 
Joy Lynn Starman 
Doris Zimmerman 

Walter Junior Davis 
Nelson A. "Pete" Wright III 

 

United Women in Faith  Bake Sale 
The UWF will have a bake sale over the 
weekend of October 18 & 19.  All the 
funds raised will go towards supporting the 
needs of women and children.  Baked 
goods will be sold for a love offering.   
 
If you are interested in baking something 
for the fundraiser, the ladies would appre-
ciate it.  All baked goods need to be at the 
church 30 minutes before services. 
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Church News 

Small Group Studies Start Oct. 1 
Come join us as we journey in Faith along 
with the hymn writers.  Starting on October 
15, in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m.,  Dr. Jim Rim-
ington will lead a  group study that delves 
into different hymns, hymn writers and what 
they can teach us about Faith.  The group will 
meet on Wednesdays,  Oct 15, 22, & 29.   
 

Pastor Eric will lead a small group study on  
October 15, 22, & 29 based on the research 
and learning he did for his doctoral study.  
This small group will start at 6 p.m.  
 

Church Office Closed: Columbus Day 
The church office will be closed for Columbus 
Day on October 13.  Normal office hours will 
resume October 14.  Reminder: the Church 
office is open Monday through Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. The office closes 
for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.  
 

Community Fundraiser  
Grace Church will be hosting a community 
fundraiser to raise money for cancer treat-
ment. If you are interested in joining with us in 
support for the Marlana Montgomery family.  
Please talk with the office, Jill Crouch,  or 
follow the QR code on the announcement 
slides.  
 

Update Contact Information 
Please let the office know when your contact 
information changes. This includes moving out 
of the area. We need addresses, phone num-
bers, and emails.    
 

Birthdays are needed if you’d like to be in-
cluded on the birthday list! Also, let us know 
if you would like to be included on our week-
ly email list.   
 

Joining the Church 
If you are interested in joining Grace, please 
let the office or Pastor Eric know and we can 
get you connected. Joining the church means 
that you make a formal commitment to Grace 
and promise to support the church with your 
prayers, presence, and service.   

Thank you! 
 

Thank you for all the prayers, concerns and 
cards during my recent open heart surgery. 
I really felt the power of your prayers at 
work during my procedure and recovery 
process. 

Dennis Green 
 
To All my Friends at UMC, 
I just wanted to thank you for all your 
thoughts and prayers for me, during my 
time of need.  The flowers were beautiful 
and brightened up my day!  I hope to see 
all of you again real soon!  Blessings to all 
of you. 

Love & Prayers 
Pat McMullin 

 

One Service Weekend: Combined Worship  

On October 5 Grace will have a combined 
Worship service.  The service will start at 
10 a.m. During the service, there will be a 
brief recognition of church volunteers.  Af-
ter the service, there will be a potluck 
meal.  Members are asked to bring a side 
dish or a dessert.  The church will be 
providing chicken for the event. There will 
not be a Saturday service on October 4. 
 

Reminder 
We kindly ask you to inform the office 
whenever your group intends to use the 
church facilities. While we are committed to 
supporting our church programs first, it’s 
essential to have your event on the calen-
dar to ensure that your space is reserved.  
To secure your reservation, please reach 
out by emailing info@pekingrace.com, 
calling the office, or contacting secre-
tary@pekingrace.org. Remember, church 
groups receive top priority!  
Renting our facilities for a nominal fee not 
only helps us maintain our spaces but also 
creates a welcoming environment for out-
side groups. This allows them to experience 
Grace firsthand, increasing the likelihood 
that they will choose us as their church 
home in the future. Your support makes a 
difference! 
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
Margaret Kelly 
President Of United Women in Faith 

The following is from the First Na-
tions Version of the New Testament 
(FNV)*. 
 

O Great Spirit, our Father from 
above, we honor your name as 

sacred and holy. 
 

Bring your good road to us, 
where the beauty of your ways 
in the spirit-world above is re-

flected in the earth below. 
 

Provide for us day by day– the 
elk, the buffalo, and the salmon. 

The corn, the squash, and the 
wild rice. All the things we need 

for each day. 
 

Release us from the things we 
have done wrong, in the same 
way we release others for the 

things done wrong to us. 
 

Guide us away from the things 
that tempt us to stray from your 
good road, and set us free from 
the evil one and his worthless 

ways. 
 

Aho! May it be so! 

Grace United Women in Faith gathered for their Fall meet-
ing on Wednesday September 12, at 1 p.m., in the hospi-
tality area of the church. Our program was titled “Faith, 
Water and the Spirit,” given by Connie Disney.  
 

Connie told how water plays a very significant role in the 
religions of the world. In the Methodist Church, particularly 
among Native American communities, purification rituals 
often involve the pouring of water over the hands as a 
means of cleansing and honoring the spiritual connection to 
water. This practice is rooted in Native American traditions, 
where water is seen as a vital element of life and spiritual-
ity. Connie then demonstrated the ritual, and we each took 
part in the ceremony. We are glad we were able to expe-
rience this custom.   
 

A short business meeting followed.  Our program closed 
with the Lord’s Prayer found in the “First Nations Version,” 
an indigenous translation of the New Testament.   

Upcoming Bake Sale 
Grace United Women in Faith will present a Bake Sale 
on Saturday, October 18, before and after the 5:30 
p.m. service and Sunday, October 19, before and after 
both services.   
 
To volunteer or donate baked goods  - contact Carol 
Booth  carol.booth1939@gmail.com, Margaret Kelly 
dkelly558@comcast.net, or the church office.    

mailto:carol.booth1939@gmail.com
mailto:dkelly558@comcast.net
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MARIGOLD FESTIVAL  
COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Pekin Marigold Festival was 
thrilled to once again bring the 
community together for worship! 
The service took place on Sunday, 
September 7, at the brand new 
Steven D. Skinner Performing Arts 
Venue in Mineral Springs Park. 
This event aimed to unite people 
from all denominations to sing and 
praise God, emphasizing that we 
are one body of Christ in Pekin, IL. 
Pastor Eric delivered the message 
alongside Pastor Judy Kennedy. It 
was wonderful to see so many 

from Grace attending the event.  



 

 

Church News 
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Butterfly Garden 
We have a butterfly garden over by the Mason building. If you have a moment, take some time 
to rest on the bench inside the garden and see if you can spot some butterflies or butterfly lar-
vae.  Butterfly populations have continued to decrease for various reasons.  One of the main 
reasons for their decline is habitat loss.  This garden  is not your typical well-manicured garden.  
It was created to replicate butterfly habitat.    This year we were lucky enough to have some 
monarch butterfly larvae.   Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the summer upkeep 
of this and all the gardens and grounds at Pekin Grace UMC Church! We appreciate all the 
effort that goes into maintaining the areas. It has truly looked amazing this year!  

Building Usage 
On Sept 16, Pekin Grace hosted 
"Green Connections." They shared a 
meal and program. by Nicole Flow-
ers-Kimmerle, who talked about cre-
ating a bird-friendly yard.  Nicole is 
a horticulturist with the University of 
Illinois Extension-Fulton Mason, Peo-
ria, Tazewell Unit.  
 

Green Connections refers to educa-
tional programs hosted by the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension for Mas-
ter Gardeners, Master Naturalists, 
and Conservation Home members 
that offer learning and networking 
opportunities on gardening, nature, 
and conservation topics.  



 

 

Angie Anliker  1 
Lisa McKenzie 6 
Beverly Harvey 6 
Karen Sassman 8 
Rick Manz   9 
Kate Kriegsman 10 
Christie McDuff 12 
Judy Weber  12 
Tammy Hicks  12 
Jennifer Booher 15 
Doug Orrick  17 
Trent McClain  19 
Laurie Tennell  19 
Donna Bradshaw 19 
Melanie Tennell 20 
Ben Wilson  20 
Mike Ingles  21 
Chuck Evans  21 
Carol Stallwitz 21 
Dave McDuff  23 
Aaron Hunter  24 
Marjorie Miller 24 

Lisa Johnson  25 
Kim Nierstheimer 25 
Melissa Stafford 25 
Judy Becker  25 
Gene Harmon 25 
Judy (Harris) Becket 26 
Jill Rimington  26 
Jennifer Manchester 27 
Dick Brush   27 
Jill Peterson  28 
Ken Herbig  28 
Tammy Presley 28 
Rev. Mary Haxton 29 
Sarah Williamson 29 
Amy Wilson  30 
Tonya Bruns  30 
Bill Feuchter  30 
Carolyn Huls  31 
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October Birthdays 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12 -1 pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

 

Denny & Sue Crowell on the death 

of their son Seth 

Dennis Green 

Fara Onken 

June Parr 

Shirley Purkell 

Pat Stark 

Linda Stoner 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  If you would like to be kept on longer, 
please call the office, 309-347-7131. 

 

October 1  
UNITEkids and Bible Buddies now at Grace, 5:30 - 7p.m.    

"Holy Ghost Wienie Roast.", McKenzie’s Farm, 5:30-7:30 p.m.    
October 2  

UWF Executive Meeting 
October 5  

Combined Service/Volunteer Appreciation Potluck,  
Sanctuary of  Grace, 10 a.m.  

October 7  
Men’s Fellowship, at 8 a.m., Tuesdays, Hospitality Area  

October 8  
Parent Meeting for WinterXtreme, Youth Room, 7 p.m.  

October 9  
Charge Forms are due to the church 

October 10  
CWU at Grace, Hospitality Area, 9:30 -11 a.m.  

October 11  
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m. 

October 13  
Office Closed for Columbus Day 

October 14  
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m. 

Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m.  It will be earlier 
due to last-minute Charge Conference items. 

October 15, 22, 29  
Hymns Journey 2, Dr. Rimington, 7-8 p.m.  

Seminary Shorts, Pastor Eric Swanson, 6 p.m.  
October 16  

Completed Charge conference forms due   
October 18  

Saturday Servants hosting Fall Clean-Up Day, 9 a.m.-noon.   
October 18-19 

United Women in Faith Bake Sale 
October 21  

Grace Notes Articles due 
October 22  

Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m. 
October 25  

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m. 
October 26  

Trunk-or-Treat Event after Church, 2-4 p.m.  
October 27  


