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highlights

Sr. High Youth at the LaRke Day

Youth Group Ministry meets weeRly on Wednesdays,
Mason Building, 2nd Floor

o Jr. High (6-8), meets from 5:30-7 p.m.

oS1. High, (9-12), meets from 7-8:30 p.m.



PASTOR'S
CORNER

Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus

The Bible doesn't just mention education — it celebrates it as a divine gift that enriches our lives
and deepens our relationship with God. Proverbs 18:15 states, "The heart of the discerning ac-
quires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.” The fall is the kickoff of the educa-
tion year in our local school systems, and most of our kids are in week 2 of the school year as |
write this. We want to help them on their journey of growth and development as well as cele-
brate the many accomplishments that they can achieve throughout their academic careers.

For us in the church, we too need to consider the pursuit of knowledge and wisdom. Every fall, as
we launch our UNITEkids, Bible Buddies, and Ignite Youth group programs, we try to remind our-
selves that we are all called to grow as disciples of Jesus. We will again start some of our short-
term Bible studies, and Jim will remind us of the power of faith in our hymns. | will attempt to take
on “hot topics” as well as share some of the details | have learned in my seminary work this sum-
mer. But there is more than this to share.

This morning, the Tuesday Morning Men’s group gathered as they always do, for coffee, donuts,
devotions, and some little-known facts. While all of this happened, with the crowd of 16 guys,
they reflected on the Psalms and on what life has taught them over the years. Everyone shared
something that was simultaneously similar and different. It was needed and valuable for every-
one who gathered.

These men are modeling a life that seeks wisdom, knowledge, and faith each and every day.
They are not the only ones who are doing this at Grace. We see it in our women’s groups, kids'
programs, and youth. We see it with those who have been members of Grace for decades as
well as with those who have only been here at Grace for weeks. But we know that not everyone
is there quite yet.

So... this article is an invitation. | would like to invite everyone into that process of discipleship
and growth that God invites us to. It will bless you with faith & wisdom. That faith and wisdom
will also bless the church as you share it around the tables you find yourself at. May we all grow
this fall in our faith.

e Lujardor
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UNITEKIDS Emmy Thies & Dianna Miller
CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry

UNITEkids and Bible Buddies will resume weekly meetings
After Labor Day

September 3
5:30 p.m.

at Pekin First UMC

Located in Pekin at 1315 Court Street

UNITE kids and Bible Buddies are back and this time we have a brand new look!

We have a new schedule with a new format, and we are so excited to get back to it. We will
meet on Wednesdays beginning September 3 starting out at Pekin First UMC. Both groups will
meet from 5:30-7p.m. 5:30-6 p.m. is Snack and Share time! Both groups will enjoy fellowship
and snacks together. From 6 to 7 p.m., the two groups will divide into their own group for Bible
lessons, games, crafts and more! In October we will meet at Pekin Grace UMC until Spring, still
following the same time and format.

We can’t wait to see you then. If you have questions or need to enroll, please contact Ms. Emmy
at ethies@pekinfirst.org or Ms. Dianna at dmiller@pekingrace.org.

UNITEkids- Ages Pre-K through 2" Grade
Bible Lessons, music and activities

Bible Buddies- 34 through 5 grade

A deeper look at the Blble lessons and learning to read the Bible.
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Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin

IG NITE G RACE Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

i

**Join

Introducing
Grace United Methodist Church
IGNITE Grace Youth Group

B
Us for an Exciting Year of Growth and Community!**

At Grace United Methodist Church, we believe in nurturing the next generation through faith,
fellowship, and fun. Our Youth Group is designed for students in grades 6-12, providing a
safe and welcoming environment to grow in Christ and build lasting friendships.

**Meeting Schedule:**
6th-8th Grade: Wednesdays from 5:30-7 PM
9th-12th Grade: Wednesdays from 7- 8:30 PM

Need a ride? No Problem!!!

We have a bus service that will pick you up

and drop you off. We'll need a parent’s signature.
Please contact Carla during office hours.

**What to Expect:**

Safe Space
Our meetings are a judgment-free zone where every-
one is welcome to explore their faith and share their thoughts.
Engaging Activities

Each week features fun activities designed to encourage teamwork and creativity.
Biblical Lessons

Dive into Scripture with engaging lessons that relate to everyday life, helping you grow
spiritually.

Snacks and Fellowship

Enjoy delicious snacks while connecting with fellow youth members.

Community Engagement

We believe in giving back! Our youth group will have opportunities to fundraise and
participate in community service projects, allowing us to make a positive impact on those
around us.

Cell Phone-Free Zone

To foster genuine connections, we maintain a cell phone-free environment during our
meetings. This ensures everyone can engage fully with one another. In case of emergen-
cies, our leaders will have their phones available.

Join us at the Mason Building on the 2nd floor of Grace United Methodist Church for a year
filled with growth, laughter, and faith! We can’t wait to meet YOU & Your Friends!
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Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin

YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

WHAT’S New

e Identity
The name of a group can significantly shape the identity of something they are a part of. A
name often reflects the core values and vision of the group. It can create a sense of belong-
ing and identity among members, making them feel part of something meaningful. Soll We
took a poll with our youth members, and they have voted to change (from Uniteyouth) to

IGNITE GRACE YOUTH GROUP

e Community Service
We have decided to go a different direction for some of our fundraising this year. We want
to get the youth more involved in our community. Instead of the Potato Bar at the Marigold
Festival, the youth will volunteer at the Schaeferville Fire Protection District Fire Booth. The
youth will be helping at the dunk tank, among other things! Stop by and take a shot at Pastor
Eric, youth group members, and some community leaders.

The Schaeferville Fire Protection District, based in Pekin, IL, was established in 1962. It be-
gan by contracting with the City of Pekin for fire protection services. The district operates as
a volunteer agency and provides both fire and emergency medical services (EMS) to Schae-
ferville and the surrounding areas. Its team consists of 16 members who work to maintain
safety and respond to emergencies.

e New Fundraiser
Heavenly Stacks: Pancake & Sausage Brunch
The Youth Group will also be serving up hot cakes & sausages between services from
10-11 a.m. Youth will also be involved in the services. Mark your calendar for the months
that have 5 weeks! Service will be in the hospitality area. Tickets are free!l Donations wel-
come.

Heavenly Stacks Dates: 11/30/25, 3/29/26, 5/31/26, 8/30/26, 11/29/26

Other Important Dates December 3, 2025

More details coming soon. Ladies Christmas Dinner
December 6, 2025

October 1, 2025 UNITEkids Santa Breakfast, 2 a.m.

FALL Weiner Roast December 10, 2025

Jim & Lisa McKenzie’s Farm $60 Winter Xtreme final payment due

October 8, 2025 January 2-4, 2026

Parent Meeting for WinterXtreme, 7 p.m.  WinterXtreme

$60 down payment due. January 29, 2026

October 11, 2025 Nelson’s Chicken Dinner

Paint Party Fundraiser in the GFFLC and March 29, 2026

Hospitality Area, 3-5:30 p.m. Heavenly Stacks

October 26, 2025 May 31, 2026

Trunk or Treat, Grace Parking Lot, 2-4 p.m. Heavenly Stacks

November 12, 2025 August 30, 2026

$60 Winter Xtreme 2nd payment due Heavenly Stacks

November 30, 2025 November 29, 2026

Heavenly Stacks Heavenly Stacks



What is an Operating Fund for a Church?

The operating fund for Grace UMC is the primary source of funding used to cover the day-to-
day expenses necessary to support the church. Think of our operating fund as the church’s
household budget, covering essential expenses to ensure everything runs smoothly and allowing
Grace to fulfill its mission within the community effectively.

Do We Have a Budget for the Operating Fund?
Yes, our church's operating fund budget is more than just numbers; it’s a strategic tool that aligns
our financial resources with ministry goals.

Where Does the Operating Fund Money Come from?
Donations replenish the operating fund, including tithes, offerings, and other contributions that
are not restricted to a specific purpose.

What Expenses are Paid from the Operating Fund?
1. Staff Salaries and Benefits: compensation/benefits for the pastor, administrative staff, chil-
dren and youth leaders, congregational care, and music staff
2. Building Expenses: utilities (electricity, water, gas), maintenance, and repairs
3. Administrative Costs: supplies, equipment, insurance, technology
4. Ministry and Program Expenses: resources for worship services, education programs, and oth-
er activities that support our mission.

Operating Fund vs. Restricted Funds
The operating fund can be used for any necessary expense, while the restricted funds are dona-
tions specifically designated by the donor for a particular purpose. Examples include capital,
memorial, youth mission, children/youth, Christian education, outreach, missions, food pantry/
snack packs, scholarships, etc., totaling 25 restricted funds.

Impact of Healthy Operating Fund Giving
Monetary donations to the operating fund at Grace UMC directly impact our ability to build a
strong foundation, maximize our positive impact on the community, and ensure long-term sustain-
ability. Our operational efficiency and effectiveness demonstrate our responsible financial
management.

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul writes, "Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Your gifts to the operat-
ing fund reflect the joy and love of Christ, inspiring us all to give generously and serve diligently
in His name. Thank you!
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Marigold Festival Worship Service

The Pekin Marigold Festival is excited to
again  bring the community together
in worship! The service will be held as part of
the Festival on Sunday, September 7. Pre-
Worship Music and Gathering will be from 9
-9:30 a.m. with Worship following from 9:30
-10:30 a.m. We are excited that our service
will be held for the very first time at the
brand new Steven D. Skinner Performing Arts
Venue in Mineral Springs Park. The goal is to
bring people from all denominations together
to sing and praise God. We are one body
of Christ in Pekin, IL. Let us come together to
celebrate this year’s theme, “Marigold Pep
Rally: Team Spirit, “ at the Marigold Festivall

Book Club

Book Club will not be meeting this month.
They plan to resume meeting next month.

UWF General Meeting

On September 10 at 1 p.m. in the hospitality
area, the United Women in Faith will have

their general meeting. Connie Disney will be
the speaker. All women are invited to at-
tend.

Saturday Servants

Saturday servants meets on the third Satur-
day of every month at 9 a.m. This group is
an important part of Grace. With the ab-
sence of a full-time janitor, there are many
items around the facilities that need to be
repaired, fixed or tended to. Pastor Eric has
been faithful in coming on Saturdays to lead
this group. You can come once in awhile or
attend every month. Hope to see you on
September 21.

Thank you
Thank you for letting the Pekin Park Concert
Band play their concert and world premiere
at Grace Church in your beautiful Family
Room! We appreciate all you did for us and
especially Reverend Eric for finding all the
chairs in the churchl!
Connie Moser
President

Church News
Hunger Walk Next Month

Join us for the Mike Caringello Memorial
Hunger Walk on October 4 at 10 a.m. at
Mineral Springs Park. Mike was a long-
time leader in our community and a dedi-
cated member of Grace United Methodist
Church, where he served as an usher, aco-
lyte, and greeter for many years. He initi-
ated the Hunger Walk several years ago,
and since then, it has raised thousands of
dollars to help feed those in need in Pekin.
Mike had a deep compassion for the hun-
gry and took seriously Jesus’ command to
“feed my sheep.” This year, the funds
raised from the Hunger Walk will be even-
ly distributed among the Pekin Outreach
Center, Grace United Methodist Church
Food Pantry, and the Salvation Army.

If you are unable to attend the walk, you
can still contribute by sending your dona-
tion to Grace United Methodist Church. Al-
ternatively, you can bring your donation to
the park on October 4 and join us in walk-
ing a mile around the beautiful lagoon.

Come share in the fellowship, and together
let’s help feed those who are hungry. If you
have any questions, please call Brenda
Nelson at 309-202-0926 or Phil Icenogle
at 309-369-7354.

Music Programs
Music Programs resume this month. If you
are interested in joining any of our Wor-
ship groups let the office know and we can
get you connected.

*Sanctuary Choir resume rehearsing on
September 3 at 6 p.m. They meet weekly
on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary choir loft.
Rehearsal usually runs until 6:45 p.m. If you
are interested in joining, please let Dr. Jim
Rimington or the office know. You may also
stop by and check it out.

*Grace Bells resume rehearsing on Sep-
tember 8. They rehearse in the balcony of
the Sanctuary. Rehearsals are on Mondays
from 4:45 p.m.-5:30 p.m. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a part of this group,
please let the office know.
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The Current

The magazine for the lllinois Great Rivers
Conference (IGRC) is The Current, a monthly
publication that reports on news, events, and
decisions related to the United Methodist
Church within the conference's bounds and
the broader church community. It includes
news from local churches, districts, and the
world, as well as opinion pieces and na-
tional /global updates.

This publication is now transitioning to an
email format. This allows the conference to
save money while also being able to reach
more people.

Everyone who currently receives a printed
copy will automatically receive an emailed
copy. If you are not currently receiving The
Current but would like to start, there is no
cost to be included on the email list. You
may follow the link below or go to the IGRC
website to find a link with more information.
To continue to receive a printed copy of the
magazine, the cost will be $30.

Subscribe to The Current
2025 September Current

All Saint’s Day List

We are starting to compile the All Saint’s
Day list that we honor on All Saint’s Day.
We compile a list and read off the names of
Members of Grace who have passed away
during the year. If you would like your loved
one to be included, please let the office
know. There will also be a time during the
service to light a personal candle in remem-
brance of your loved one.

Church Office Closed: Columbus Day

The church office will be closed for Columbus
Day on October 13. Normal office hours will
resume October 14. Reminder: the Church
office is open Monday through Thursday
from 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. The office closes
for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.

Church News

Trunk-or-Treat

Planning for the Trunk or Treat event is un-
derway. If you are interested in becoming
a part of the community events team,
please let the office know. Currently, this
group helps plan the Trunk-or-Treat event
and the Santa’s Breakfast. We are always
in need of more people to help.

Schedule Events on Calendar

When your group has activities at the
church outside of the regular programming,
please make sure you check with the office
to make sure the church rooms are availa-
ble. We do let community groups utilize
our facilities for a nominal fee and people
are now calling for the Christmas season.

We want groups of the church to have pri-
ority use of our facilities, but if your event
is not on our calendar, we cannot plan
around your event. Please check with the
office or send an email to the secre-
tary@pekingrace to get your event on the
church calendar. Also, ask the office to ad-
just the calendar if the times of your group
changes.

Bible Sunday

Typically Grace Church presents every
child with a Bible when they enter third
grade. Currently, we do not have any

third graders listed in our system. If you
have a third grader who would like a Bi-
ble, please let the office or Miss Emmy
know.

In addition, if your child is older than third
grade but has never received a Bible, we
would love the opportunity to present them
with their very first Bible.
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Church News
STUFF A BUS REPORT

The picture to the right show the donations Grace re- ~~;;§,4,5§ !
ceived from its members for the Stuff a Bus Campaign. 3 EE
Thank you Grace Church for taking this opportunity to )-
bless local students and families. Together, we helped
make sure every child can walk into school this fall
with the tools they need to succeed.

“SREEEESEE

We received the following thank you from the Educa-
tion Association of Pekin:

Grace United Methodist Church Members,

We cannot thank you enough for the col-

lection and donations of school supplies

for 108 Students! We appreciate your

support.

-Education Association of Pekin
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Softball Season ended

The Church Softball League season has officially concluded! Thank you to this group of men who
came together to play some ball and support one another. We are appreciative of how you united
together in support, laughs, and unforgettable moments. Grace Church is proud of you!
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September Birthdays

Sue Crowell ] Zach Bruns 21
Ron Robinson 2  Cindy Carlton 21
Pastor Eric Swanson 3 Linda Stoner 24
Tom Patterson 4  Sara Golden 25
Morgan Turner 4 Ann Tunis 25

Laura Swearingen 5 Chris Onken 25
Ron Garman 5 Judy Warner 25
Barbara Wright 6  Todd Tennell 26
Alice Cakora 8 Tammy Denning 26
Jay Zimmerman 10  Shannon Tebben-Sandoval 26
Kevin Stark 12 Vicki McKinley 27
Robyn O'Shaughnessy 12  Bruce Ripper 30
Ken Bradshaw 13 Gerry Zuercher 30
Marv Brown 14

Sarah McKenzie 16

Ed Mulvey 17

Barbara Harper 18

Jim Stallwitz 18 ¢ \ 4! %
Tracy Parkin 18 \\S ol

Nick Patterson 20
Nancy Wherry 20
Linda Smith 20

| i
v
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Connect! September 1

Office closed for Labor Day

601 N. 4th St. . ~_September 2
. Reminder Men’s Fellowship always meets on Tuesdays,

Pekin, IL Hospitality Area at 8 a.m. All men are welcome to join!

309-347-7131

secretary@pekingrace.org September 3

ki Unitekids & Bible Buddies Resumes, Pekin First, 5:30 p.m.
pekingrace.org Choir Resumes, Grace, 6-6:45 p.m.
Worship Times September 4

Saturdays 5:30 pm Executive Meeting for UWF, 1 p.m.

Sundays 9 & 11am September 6-September 7
Marigold Festival
Office Hours

M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm September 7
Closed 12 -1 pm Marigold Festival Worship: 9-9:30 a.m. gather and pre-

worship music. Service starts at 9:30 a.m..
(All Services at Grace are cancelled )

September 8

Prayer Joys & Concerns Bells Resume, Grace Balcony, 4:45-5:45 p.m.
For the family of Chuck Dietrich Retired Teachers Luncheon, Pekin Grace, GFFLC, 12 p.m.
on his passing September 9
Book Club will not meet this week
Dennis Green
September 10

Helen Dietrich UWF General Meeting, Hospitality Area, 1p.m.
J P September 13
une Farr Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
For the family & friends of John September 20
Beard on his passing Saturday Servants, Hospitality Area, 9 a.m.

September 23

Pray for Grace Church and the fall
Y Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m.

line-up of programming. We thank
God for the dedicated leaders of all September 24
of the programs. Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.

September 25

Names are kept on the prayer list for four weeks. Susannah Circle, Shelly's Cafe. UAW Bldg., 9 a.m.
If you would like to be kept on longer, please
call the office, 309-347-7131.

September 27

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m.
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