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The summer has been sizzling by. Most of us have been excited by the rest and recovery that
summer offers to many families. There are bursts of work for things like VBS and the Youth mis-
sion trip, but overall we enjoy the down time with family. Now that August is upon us, we need to

look to the start of the school season and all that it carries with it. As a church, though we are on
a faith-based schedule, we also mirror the schedule of the academic year. So, as the students
start heading back to school, we start all of the programing that helps us minister to the communi-

ty.

This means that if you are in a choir, help with UNITEkids, Bible Buddies, Youth, or participate in
some of our seasonal studies and programs, you are starting to feel the itch to begin again. This
year, we want you to lean into that itch and help us as a church in the community investment that
this work truly is.

Grace grows as we extend the invitation to programs beyond the times of worship that we nor-
mally find as the primary offering to our community. Though worship will always be the primary
thing that we are known for as a church, it is community and the sense of belonging that goes with
it that people are primarily looking for.

The ministry offerings at Grace will be the primary spaces for fulfilling the closeness that most
people are searching for. So, when we see new people come to the building for worship, pantry,
or any of the various events that we host. We need to welcome them with hospitality, true friend-
liness, and an invitation to be a part of something where they can see themselves at the tables of
fellowship and discipleship that we traditionally enjoy.

My friends, the season of personal rest that summer represents is coming to an end. | do pray
that you and your families have received all of the blessings that you could have from them. |
pray that God has provided deep renewal. | now pray that the Holy Spirit moves through you
individually and us as a church in the work that is before us. | pray that the season of school re-
minds us of growth. | pray that just as we were welcomed into the class by wise teachers, we can
welcome and teach as effectively in our faith. | pray that all of us get the joy of seeing how we
help the message of welcome transform people into a community that includes all those whom
Christ presents to us this year.

So, enjoy the last tastes of summer (through the Merigold weekend) and | cannot wait to see you
all in the programs of Grace this fall!
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Pastor Eric
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UNITEkids and Bible Buddies will resume weekly meetings
After Labor Day orseptember 3rd

at Pekin First UMC

Located in Pekin at 1315 Court Stre

Hey UniteKids!

What a fun summer we are having! We enjoyed some fun summer activities with our water
games and Lego night! We also raced into VBS and had a fantastic time! Our Race Car Theme
was a hit, and everyone was a winner at this
Thank you to everyone who donated supplies and volunteered to help lead at our VBS program!
We coul dndét do it without your amazing suppor

|l tds al most time to head back to school and vy
for UniteKids and Bible Buddies! Our Start date will be Septenithew@ will begin meeting
at Pekin First and then move back to Grace in October. We will have many more details to
come in the following weeks.
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Grace United Methodist Churchds junior high
dents can come together in the middle of the week and talk about life, faith, and God. The
mission of our Youth Group goes hand in hand withigisen of the United Methodist Church.

Our mission is to provide:isafe communigndmeaningful experiencésr students to seek

Jesus and grow into disciple makers who live like Him.

Making this mission a reality means doing our best to create opportunities for students to en-
counter God on a weekly basis, as well as have a good time together. The youth will be able
to get to know Jesus and each other, sharpen one another to live out their faith, and have
plenty of fun mixed in along the way. We welcome any and all students from 6th graders to
high school seniors to join us!

Wednesday 8/27/25 at the Mason Building, 2nd Floor
1 Welcome Jr. High! We will be meeting from 53@.m.
1 Welcome Sr. High! We will be meeting fror8:30 p.m.

We will be kicking off the year with a
WELCOME BACK BASH
with fun activities & food!

Bring a friend

We look forward to seeing everyone!
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UNTE YOUTH ASSION TRIP 205 INDUAMAPOLSS =

}V‘Our trip was absolutely amazing! We had eleven youth and four adull%
, leaders. We worked with the Youthworks organization and there were fiv

7= groups, so we all had a chance to get to know each other and deveIO@

&% great friendships. We helped multiple food pantry groups, distribution cen

== ters, and a daycare the week we were there. Some Words the youth have
used to describe the =

@I:@I][ﬂ]ﬁuﬂ@”ospl ritual ,6 olife chang

A hugeTHANK YOU to everyone who supported
UNITEyouth. Thank you to those who donated snack
or participated in the youth fundraisers throughout—= »
year. Because of the amazing donations, we were abi& |
provide a discounted rate to all the yoarid fund 100% of
the cost for some youth who were in need. We also |
able to take the youth mini golfing, take the youth to
zoo for a discounted price, and provide an evening o
ice cream.

It was an amazing experience for all!
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June Parr

The family of June Parr would like to say
thank you for making her birthday extra spe-
cial. She had a wonderful time and appreci-
ated all the cards and the attention.

June said, o | woul d
everyone who sent their warm wishes and

Norma Bell
Thank you for the overwhelming love with
the beautiful cards. | enjoyed reading

them and hearing from some that | have
not heard from for some time.

l i ke to sinceNomaBell t hank

Prayer list procedure

t hought f ul cards f o To be puy on the iprayerHist, you wid still

Thank you Kroger Families
GRACEUMC (EJ122)
Thank you to those who shared and signed
up for the Kroger Community giving! Thanks
to you, Grace UMC receiveb5.93 from 32
households from April 1 through June 30. If
you shop at Krogerds
signed up, please take some time to look into
their community rewards program.

Grace Notes

If you would like to share information about
your group with the church, please consider
submitting photos from your recent or upcom-
ing activities. To have your pictures and a
brief description included in the Grace Notes
or on Facebook, send
email at (secretary@pekingrace.org). Be
sure to specify how you would like the article
to be presented. Remember, the deadline for
submissions to Grace Notes is always the
third Tuesday of the month prior. Please pro-
vide a variety of photos; however, keep in
mind that not all images may be used if
space is limited. We are trying to get all ac-
tivities for the month into Grace Notes so it
can be used as reference.

need to contact the office and let them
know you would like to be on the prayer
list. You can contact the office by phone,
email, letter, or the app. Once the office
has been notified, they will put you on the
list. Names on the prayer list, will include
first name and last name so the congrega-
tigth Gan send\out engquifaging fardg ang y
reach out to those needing extra support.

The office will be careful when sharing per-
sonal information, especially medical. The
prayer list is automatically posted to the

closed prayer list group on Facebook. If

for some reason you do not want your
prayer posted to this group, you will have

to make that clear upon request.

TR 3 ypesaete remare o

need prayers after those four weeks,
please notify the office again and you will
be kept on the list.

The office will also be maintaining a staff
only prayer list. If you would only like to
be on this list, please make this known and
clear when the prayers are requested. This
list is not posted to Facebook or shared
with the church community.
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Church News

Marigold Festival Worship Service Book Club

The Pekin Marigold Festival is excited to Book Club will meet Tuesday, August 12, at
again bring the community together 10 a.m. in the library at Pekin Estates. Our
in worship! Theervicewill be held as part of book is The Bookwoman of Troublesome
the Festival orBunday, September Pre Creek by Kim Michelle Richardson. If you

Worship Music and Gathering will be from would like to join us or have questions about
9:00-9:30 am withWorship following from the group, call Sandy 309241-1411.

9:30-10:30 am. We are excited that our ser-

vice will be held for the very first time at the  Church Softball League

brand new Steven D. Skinner Performing ArtS Come on out to the Pekin Park District and

Venue in Mineral Springs Park. The goal is to cheer our team onilt is such a fun time for

bring people from all denominations together  all. They only have two games left this sea-

to sing and praise God. We are one body  son. They would love to see you there!

of Christ in Pekin, IL. Let us come together to

celebrate this year 0sRefhdinfigtames & Manoridgo | d Pep

Rally: Team Spirit, 0 gaAug4dtee ™ {orth BeRih Nbz, Egd.t i v a
1 Aug 5 Grace vs. Community of Christ, 8

Nominations Committee p.m.

The nominations committee will be meeting

this month. There are a few openings in the 2025 Grace Scholarships

Ieadershi.p.board as well as a need to find  We are happy to announce the recipients of
people willing to lead some service teams. If the Grace UMC scholarships for the

you interested in becoming a part of the  2025/2026 school year. Each recipient has
board or starting a ministry at Grace please  peen awarded $3,000.

let the Pastor or the office know and we can

get you connected. 1 Sean Poindexter, Graduate Student, Edu-
cational Administration

Outreach Committee f Ryan Trantham, Graduate Student, Uni-

The outreach committee is planning the Trunk ~ Versity of WI, Master's in Natural Re-

or-Treat event. If you are interested in joining SOUrces o

this team to help organize the activity, please T Chuck Wyman, lliinois Central College,

notify the office. Paramedic/Fire Science

1 Kate Wyman, Graduate Student, West-
ern IL University, Doctorata Education

Sewing Ministry Leadership

Every year, the Grace Readers donate hand
sewn bags to the kindergarten classes at C.B. |, addition, we are pleased to share that

Smith. During the summer, the ladies are able pasior Eric has been awarded a Mason Minis-

to sew approximately 70 bags, one for each try Scholarship of $5,000. He will be study-
child in kindergarten. The children use these ing to attain a Doctor of Ministry from the

bags to store their readers in the classroom gpio Methodist Theological School.

and take them home at the end of the year.

We send our best wishes to all the recipients
as they pursue further education and strive to
excel in their chosen professions.

The Grace Readers need volunteers who can
sew to help continue this important ministry. If
you know how to sew and are interested in
helping, please pick up a set of cut bags
from the office. Once you have finished sew-
ing the bags, please return them to the office
by September 15. Your help is greatly ap-

preciated! . .
P11 Dy {¢ HAnHp LISTAYINI OS
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MENG® FELLOWSHIP Church News

Hi Men of Grace UMC,

If you would like to share in a hour of life fellowship from the Upper Room; laughs; coffee and

of course donuts, please join us at 8 am every Tuesday morning. We meet in the hospitality ar-

ea of GUMC on a few new |lightweight tables pr
ers, just a group of men looking for a place to share their thoughts about life issues, good and

not so good. No politics!

We do take donations for the coffee (donuts provided) but with so much generosity from the
group, we have been able to help many projects in need at GUMC: Food pantry; Youth; food
pantry trailer decal and electric brakes; carpet cleaning; tables; Mason Building flag; and Pe-

kin Outreach, just to name a few.

Of course, for a few extra laughs at the end of the fellowship, Harry must share Haditie
facts from his weekly calendar, suchdaseryone walks at least two and half times around the
circumference of the earth in a |lifetime. AboOo

Thenwe end each week with a lot of prayers to help everyone.

See you Tuesday at 8 a.m.
In the Hospitality area

Arlen L. Booth
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STUFF A BUS CAMPAIGN
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EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF PEKIN

DISTRICT 108 STUDENTS
% NEED YOUR HELP! /
PEKIN WALMART ¢

3 KICKOFF SUNDAY, AUG. 3*° 10-6

I DONATION DROP OFF ALL WEEK You may drop items off
I CLOSING SATURDAY, AUG. 9™ 10-6 at Grace until Sunday

e WE SERVE 3,100 STUDENTS, 66% LIVE IN POVERTY, & MANY

e THIS CAN NEGATIVELY IMPACT STUDENT ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE, SELF-ESTEEM, AND OVERALL SCHOOL EXPERIENCE N
e STAFF OFTEN PAY FOR STUDENT SUPPLIES

taken to the bus in

August 9.

AVERAGE COST OF SUPPLIES PER STUDENT
JJ(NOT INCLUDING BOOK BAGS, GYM SHOES, OR
A PE CLOTHES):

' ELEMENTARY- $56
B INTERMEDIATE- $76
' JUNIOR HIGH- $76

.~ 1

of District 108.

Kleenex

Hand sanitizer

Ziploc quart and gallon bags
Book bags

Post-it notes

Handheld pencil sharpeners with shavings
collection tray

Two-pocket folders (Prongs and no prongs,

services OAugust 3.

FAMILIES CANNOT AFFORD SCHOOL SUPPLIES Then donations ShOUId be

Wal

Mart os parking | ot

Thank you for supporting
the students and teachers

What our students need: 1 Rounded and pointed tip scissors
. 1 Black/blue and red pencils
Pencils . . .
91 Fine-tip black Sharpies
24 count box of Crayola crayons
. 1 Dry-erase markers
Colored pencils R .
1 1,3,5 subject spiral notebooks
Washable 10 count markers o
. 1 Composition notebooks
Watercolor paints
. . 1 Loose-leaf paper
Pencil boxes and pencil bags . . . .
, . 1 1-inch and 2-inch, 3-ring binders
Elmer’s glue bottles and glue sticks .
e s 1 Binder tabs
Highlighters
Large pink erasers 1 Headphones or ear buds
Rulers M1 Calculator-Texas instruments TI-30X11S
Index cards g Disinfecting wipes
1
1
1
1

. Reusable water bottles
solid colors)

Pibif{e
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August Birthdays

Jane Giddens 2  Darrell Becker 22
Lauren Russell 3  Nathan Mulvey 23
Emmy Thies 3 Kelly ColeBloon25
Dennis Dietrich4  Carol Booth 26
Randy Turner 5 Lisa McClain 28
Christy Burks 7  Michelle RogerSinisi28
Carla Germann/ Emma Cole 28
Dr. Jerry Witt 12 Hadley Swanso@8
Keri Behrends 13 Paul Wicker 29
Steven Clark 13 Duane Hill 29
Terry Weiss 14 Denise Johnsor81
Megan Hinrichsen 15
Lydia Butler 15

Brooke Nelson 15

Charity Williamsoh6o

. 2 0
Michael Englebrechb ™ G
Liz DeScheppen? \ Q\B
Amy Ries 17 A
Betty Allen 18 9N
Phil Icenogle 19

Jan Herbig 21
Gary Towne 22
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Connect!

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL

309-347-7131
secretary@pekingrace.org
pekingrace.org

Worship Times
Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 9 & 11am

Office Hours

M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed 121 pm

Prayer Concerns

July 28 through August 1

August 4

Vacation Bible School at Pekin First UMC

Softball: Grace vs. North Pekin Naz, Diamond #1, 8 p.m.

Re mi

nder

August 5

Mends Fell

owship

al

tality Area at 8 a.m. All men are welcome to join!

August 5

Softball: Grace vs. Community of Christ, Diamond #1, 8 p.m.

August 9

Grace DriveThru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.

August 12

August 15

Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m.

First Day of School Attendance 108 and 303.

Pray for Teachers, schools, and students

Bob Lenox

Carol Gustoff

Chuck & Helen Dietrich

June Parr

Linda Stoner

t h
ul d
ffi

as they head back to school.

August 16
Saturday Servants, 9 a.m.

August 19
Grace Notes Articles due

August 24

Pray for the students and teachers

Sr. High Youth (only), Lake Day at JilF4,dlm.

August 26

Leadership Board Meeting, Upper Room, 6 p.m.

August 27

EirspNighy lack foriyeuth graup, at Grace

1 SrHigh, 0 8:30 p.m.

August 30

Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.

[ i kﬂg OJBPHQH,%ﬁ@%Hﬁ- on |l onger,

ce

Grace DriveThru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m.
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