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Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus

| love the 4™ of July. | always have enjoyed the large pageantry of parades and fire-
works that are set out before us. At first, these events were simply over the top with my siblings
and | sitting on the hood of my mother’s car, rating the size of “BOOM” on each firework. We
were stingy with offering an “A” grade, but always desired that one to come from each round.
The largeness of the events helped to pull us in. Knowing that hundreds, or even thousands, of oth-
er people were spending an evening sitting in hot cars or on a blanket made us feel like we were
a part of something. For many years, | craved that moment of feeling like | was truly a part of
something that was greater that | saw myself. The 4t of July helped me see that in our country.

| still love those connections to the 4t of July. | am less inclined to sit on the hood of a car.
The dent | would cause is too great a cost in a modern car, but | still want to be out there. | want
to be connected. As | have grown, | have seen a transition to this event, and many others like it. |
have seen the focus move from the largeness of the spectacle to the deepness of the community
that surrounds it. | want those grade “A” booms, but | want the real fireworks to be found in the
quality of the relationships that are fostered over time spent with family or friends. The smells of
the grill and the noise of the backyard have replaced the priorities of my childhood.

Reflecting on this change in my life, | see the need for this in the church as well. When |
began in ministry, the scale and scope of grand church events highlighted for many that your
church had “made it.” It was then that the first churches were “flying” an angel to sing in a Christ-
mas program. It was excellent when a church could bring in a band so loud that the cops were
called for noise. The spectacle was significant, and often the message it communicated was as
well. Those 4t of July celebrations are part of why | choose to be a volunteer firefighter today. |
choose to give back to this country because of the patriotism that | learned then. There have been
many who knew that they needed a life in Christ because of the grandness of the church event
that they witnessed. But like those first people at Pentecost who saw the spectacle of the Disciples
speaking in tongues, they had to leave that spectacle into something else. That something else
wdas community.

This summer, | am praying for two things. The first is for that powerful movement of the
Holy Spirit that stirs in people. Those “Booms” stirred in me the beginnings of patriotism. | want
people to be stirred by a life of faith in Jesus. But | want the church to be ready for community.
What that means for us today is that we need to be investing our time, not in a flying whatever
at Christmas, but our skills at the grill that welcome someone into the noise of our backyards and
the community of faith that truly shapes us. | want to challenge us, all of us, to invite people into
our spaces. | want us to build the bonds of connection that are deep and meaningful. | want us to
appreciate the big moments and have the strength of community to move through all moments.
The first churches were this way, setting aside difference to find simple table fellowship and
meaningful conversations of faith to be where the special moments of transformation happened.
I’'m ready for the church to do that work again today. 7%
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UNITEKIDS Emmy Thies & Dianna Miller
CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry
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. Startyour engines

the race to Vacation Bible Schoolis o’/

Join us nightly from July 28th—Aug 1st
at Pekin First UMC.

We will meet AT 6-8 P.M. EACH NIGHT

WEDNESDAY NIGHT IS AT Dragonland,

and the whole family is invited!

Register your kids
for VBS by snapping
a picture of this QR
code and flling out
the information, or
by calling the
church office:
309-347-7131

DONATE supplies by watching the “UNITEkids Pekin UMC” Facebook group for the lists of needed
VBS items.

Let’s fill-up the church with
friends, faith, and VBS funl!
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UNITE Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin

@ YOUTH MINISTRY  Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Important Dates
» 7/1 VBS Youth volunteer form due

» 7/7 VVBS Youth Volunteer Meeting
5:30pm @ Pekin First UMC

» 7/20 Youth and Parents' need to be
at Pekin First UMC at 11:15am for
mission trip

» 7/20-7/25 Mission Trip Week
« 7/28-8/1VBS Week

New Youth- If your child Youth Updates
moved up to UNITEyouth, and

you have not heard from
Brionna or Jill yet, please
reach out at
bgoodin@pekingrace.org and
jstonercrouch@pekingrace.org

We communicate mainly
through text groups to try to
keep everyone up to date as
much as possible, along with
posting updates on our
Facebook page. Give us a
follow if you haven't yet.

VBS- Youth can sign up
to be a VBS volunteer.
This is a fantastic
opportunity for them!
Not only do they gain
valuable experience, but
their assistance also
earns them discounts
towards various
activities throughout the
year. Miss Emmy and
Miss Dianna really rely
on their help as youth
role models, and it's a
chance for them to
make a real impact.
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UNITE Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna Goodin
YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Mission Trip Info

Youth and parents need to arrive at Pekin First
UMC July 20th at 11:15am with their release forms
signed and ready to go unless turned in
beforehand. We will be leaving Pekin First UMC at
12pm for Indianapolis, Indiana.

Please pray for our youth and adult leaders for a
safe journey, an impactful experience, and

building meaningful relationships with others. BUQT
LY

Donations Requested

Fiodhmw Mosas Chviety

We're looking for snacks to bring with us on the
trip. Some ideas are chips, pop tarts, granola
bars, fruit snacks, candy, water, soda (along with
some caffeine-free soda). Please no energy
drinks.

Reach out to Brionna if you have any questions.

Bgoodin@pekingrace.org or 309-922-6239

UNITEyouth would like to say
Congratulations

to all the graduates out there!

JULY 2025 pekingrace.org
Page 5



Book Club

Book Club meets Tuesday, July 8th in the li-
brary at Pekin Estates at 10 a.m. to discuss
the book, My Grandmother Told Me To Tell
You She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman. If in-
terested in joining this group, let the office
know and we can get you connected.

Pray for Vacation Bible School

Please be in prayer for the upcoming Vaca-
tion Bible School. Pray for the leaders and
the students. There are many moving parts
that have to come together for a successful
and meaningful event.

Update Contact Information

Please let the office know when your contact
information changes. This includes moving out
of the area. We need addresses, phone num-
bers, and emails. Birthdays are also needed
if you'd like to be included on the birthday
list!

Also, let us know if you would like to be in-
cluded on our email list. We can email or
mail it depending on your needs.

Kroger

Through Kroger's community program, Grace
United Methodist church was given $55 for
the first quarter. Thank you to those who
have enrolled in the program! We appreci-
ate this extra giving.

If you have not entered into the program but
you would like to:
1. Sign into your digital Kroger ac-
count.
To create a new account, go fo
www.kroger.com/account /create
2. Select “My Account”.
3. Select “Community Rewards”.
4. Select “Enroll Now”.
Enter “EJ122"” then “Save”.

Church News

Prayer Partners needed

Interested in becoming a prayer buddy
with someone? It has been mentioned that
those on the prayer list would like to be
connected with someone to help them
through the tough times by praying for
them and with them. If you are interested
in becoming a prayer partner please notify
the office.

Indianapolis Mission Trip

The Grace Youth will be going on a Mission
Trip from July 20 through July 25. They
will be going to Indianapolis and working
with Youthworks to help people there while
also having time to focus on their faith.
After the Mission Trip, the group will have
a fun day where they will spend time at
the Indianapolis Zoo. Please be in prayer
for these young people and their leaders.

Donations are welcomed for snacks.

Some ideas for snacks could be fruit snacks,
pop tarts, chips, etc. Please do not send
energy drinks as a donation.

Church Maintenance Volunteers
Thank you to those who tend the gardens,
mow the lawns and the other outdoor
maintenance of the church. It is especially
evident in the summer when the amount of
work that goes into maintenance friples.
Without their help, the vegetation would
be overgrown. We thank them for their
willingness to serve in this way.

Grace is so blessed to have these volun-
teers. If you are interested in providing a
service or skill to help Grace or serve the
community we would love know! Call the
office and talk with Carla in order to “sign
your skills up”.

Upper Rooms

Just a reminder the Upper Rooms located
on the magazine rack in entry way and
next to elevator are free. We encourage
you to pick up one of these and add it into
your Bible study time.
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Margaret Kelly

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH President Of United Women in Faith

The June meeting of the United Women in Faith was held in the hospitality areq, celebrating Je-
sus’ picnic by the Sea of Galilee on Wednesday, June 11. Our theme for the day was to experi-
ence foods that may had been served in Jesus’ time. There were samples of at least 10 foods
such as dates, figs, hummus, cucumbers, olives, grapes, pomegranates and wheat crackers. Each
member brought a dish to share in addition using the theme by providing dishes that contained
some of these foods. For example: salads with fresh vegetables, fruit salads that contained
grapes and other fruits. To top off these foods we had fish crackers to represent fish that were a

staple in the diet at the time of Jesus. Pomegranate seeds and grape juice were also served.

United
Women

If you would like to become a part of the
United Women in Faith, please let the office
know and they can get you connected.
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Church Softball League

Come on out to the Pekin Park District and
cheer our team on! It is such a fun time for
all. Check this schedule for times and diamond
number. We'd love to see you therel!

Games at Diamond #1

July 14 Grace vs. Community of Christ, 6 p.m.
July 21 Grace vs. CBC, 7 p.m.

July 28 Grace vs. First Presbyterian, 6 p.m.
August 4 Grace vs. North Pekin Naz, 8 p.m.
August 5 Grace vs. Community of Christ, 8 p.m.

X
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Cori Swanson
Helen Dietrich
Chelsea Tennell
Peggy Cole
Janni Harrison
Margaret Kelly
Chloe Ranney
Trey Tennell
Julie Wallace
Joanne Miller
John Darnell
Parker Huse
Thomas Jacobson 8

COOONNODOLOLULAEMNDN—=—= =

Lee Oltmann Q
Julia Oltmann 9
Amy Meron 10
Sam Poole 12

Dennis Crowell 12
Larae Muselman 15
Barbara Berardi 16
Lilo Beth Hoffert 17
Stuart Holder 17

July Birthdays

Norma Bell
Jami Burks
Alisha Dault
Matt Fitzanko
Holly Lhamon

20
22
22
23
24

Stacey Melloy 26
Bonnie Hulting 27
Rich Kriegsman 28
Leticia Cooney 28

Nick Stoner
Vicki Garman
Bob McCabe

28
28
28

Nancy Booher 29

Christina West 30
Gloria Ranney 31

Keith Bonnett
Pat Stark
Mary Johnson

v

31
31
31

D
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Connect!

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL

309-347-7131
secretary@pekingrace.org
pekingrace.org

Worship Times
Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 9 & 11am

Office Hours
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed 12 -1 pm

Prayer Concerns
Vicki Patton McKinley
Chuck & Helen Dietrich

June Parr
Lee Weber

Pat Knight

Names are kept on the prayer list for four weeks.
If you would like to be kept on longer, please

call the office, 309-347-7131.

July 1

Scholarship applications will be reviewed

UNITEYouth VBS volunteer form due to the leaders

July 7

Youth Volleyball will not be meeting this month.
VBS YOUTH Volunteer Meeting, Pekin First UMC, 5:30 p.m.

July 8

Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m.
July 12
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
July 14
Softball: Grace vs. Community of Christ, Diamond #1, 6 p.m.
July 19
No Saturday Servants this month.
July 20 = July 25
Mission Trip
July 21
Softball Grace vs. CBC, Diamond #1, 7 p.m.
July 23
Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.
July 26
Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m.
July 28
Softball vs. First Presbyterian, Diamond #1, 6 p.m.
July 28 through August 1
VBS at Pekin First UMC, 6-8 p.m.
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