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PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 
Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 
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As a result of all this, my loved brothers and sisters, you must stand firm, unshakable, excelling 
in the work of the Lord as always, because you know that your labor isn’t going to be for noth-

ing in the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

I would like to thank everyone for a wonderful Easter season we experienced here at Grace.  

Many people offered their time and talents to help all of us experience the movement of Jesus.  

As we asked the question of why we need Jesus in our lives, we heard a resounding answer for 

resurrection, and on Easter morning we felt that powerfully. Thank you to everyone who made 

that happen. 
 

Now, we've started a sermon series that explores the nature of everyone's call.  Typically, we 

reserve the idea of a call for the clergy.  Yes, we as a church need to promote those who are 

called into the clergy and we need to support that journey as we see a call on individual’s lives. 

Yet, we need to go further than this. In the church, we need to recognize that God calls and 

equips each of us to take part in God's Kingdom building.  When we look at our faith journey as 

a part of a call into witness and service, then we each have a part to play. 
 

In this sermon series, we will take seriously that responsibility of all of ours. In this sermon series, 

we will ask how our leadership in the local church is a call.  We will see how those who serve in 

the food pantry and children's ministries are living into their call. We will ask one another how   

we can support you in your call that God has given, and we will encourage one another to share 

our testimonies of call. 
 

In late spring and early summer, I am always made more aware of this need. As our kids are 

graduating, we can see clearly that they are experiencing a call in their lives and yet, they still 

need a guide to help them understand that calling.   
 

So in this month and in this season, may we more clearly see God’s calling upon us at Grace! 



 

 

The Leadership Board has been actively working on reviewing our Core Values so that we can 

be in a process of reviewing the Mission & Vision of Grace. This process was last completed by 

Pastor Joel in 2019, and as we look to move through 2025 and beyond, it is time to review this 

work. We have also been seeing to the general care of the church with several projects of 

maintenance, including upgrades to some of our general lighting and our security lighting. 

We finished the first quarter in the black financially and want to thank everyone who continues 

to make generosity to the church and the commitments to operating within our budget a priority. 

The second and third quarters are historically the hardest for us to maintain giving in line with 

the budget. We have a 12-month rolling budget analysis that we use to make sure we are on 

pace, but whenever people can support the giving to the church during these two quarters, we 

are always grateful as it reduces overall stress and anxiety about what we can accomplish 

throughout the year. 

We have also scheduled our three Town Halls for the year and our first one for 2025 will be on 

May 18. We will also hold one in late summer and one around our yearly Mission and Vision 

time. As always, we encourage anyone with questions or comments to come to these or reach out 

to any board member. 
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Mark your calendars: 
Next Town Hall Meeting 

May 18 at 10 a.m. 
Gary Ford Family Life Center 



 

 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Emmy Thies  & Dianna Miller
Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry 

The time of Lent and Holy Week was a wonderful 
journey for the kids in our midst. Some gave up 
items for Lent, others performed at Palm Saturday, 
and many took part in Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. Lent was a time of growth for the 
kids individually, and it was a chance for growth 

for Children’s Ministry as a whole.  

We were able to serve LOTS of new children 
through the annual Egg Hunt. Two-hundred children 

plus their families hunted eggs with us!  

Thank you to everyone who donated candy and other items for the Egg Hunt!  We’ve already 

started collecting more plastic eggs to make the hunt larger next year.  We pray that this 

event was a witness to new families.  And, we hope to connect long-term with some of the new 

children who joined us on Easter Eve!   



 

 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Emmy Thies  & Dianna Miller
Co-Directors of Children & Family Ministry 

SAVE THE DATE  

VBS 2025 is coming – July 28 through August 1 

The final night for UNITEkids and  
Bible Buddies will be May 21st.  
Please come help us celebrate anoth-
er great school year!  Everyone from 
both Pekin First and Grace UMC is 
invited – yes adults, you too.    
 

Note that we will be meeting at Blen-

kiron Park.  Limited seating is availa-

ble at picnic tables, so bring your 

own lawn chairs, please. 

 

Kiddos exiting 3rd through 5th grade 
are invited to a bowling night.  We’ll 
be sending off our 5th graders to join 
UNITEyouth next school year! 
 

PreK-2nd graders will have a Lego 

Night in June – stay tuned.   
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UNITE 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch & Brionna Goodin 
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 
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UNITE 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Jill  Stoner-Crouch & Brionna Goodin  
Co-Directors of Youth Ministries 

 

Megan Rahn a member of First UMC and one of our Uniteyouth leaders, recently graduated 

college, took a job in Chicago and has moved.   

 

In addition to Megan, we’d like to take this time to thank the leaders, Jill Stoner-Crouch, Brionna 

Goodin, and the volunteers that have faithfully dedicated their time to significantly impact our 

young people's lives.  They serve as positive role models providing guidance and support to 

help the youth navigate challenges and achieve their goals. 

Thank you Leaders and Volunteers! 

If you would like to be added into the text thread for the youth activities please let the   

office know. We will get you connected with the UNITEyouth leaders.   



 

 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed! 
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Church News 
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Church News 

Annual Conference  2025 
The 2025 Annual Conference will be held 
Thursday, June 5 to Saturday, June 7, at the 
Peoria Civic Center.  
 
The theme is Rivers of Grace: Hope That 
Doesn't Disappoint, from Romans 5:5. 
 
The purpose of the annual conference is to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ by equipping 
its local churches for ministry and by provid-
ing a connection for ministry beyond the lo-
cal church. The annual conference consists of 
clergy and lay members. Clergy member-
ship consists of deacons and elders in full 
connection, probationary members, associ-
ate members, affiliate members and local 
pastors under full-time and part-time ap-
pointment to a pastoral charge. The lay 
membership of the annual conference  con-
sist of professing members elected by the 
charge, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, 
home missioners, the conference president of 
United Women in Faith, the conference 
president of United Methodist Men, the con-
ference lay leader, district lay leaders, the 
conference scouting coordinator, the presi-
dent of the conference young adult organi-
zation, the conference youth organization, 
the chair of the annual conference college 
student organization, one young person be-
tween the ages of 18 and 30 from each 
district and one young person between the 
ages of 12 and 17 from each district 
(¶601, 602.1,.4, The Book of Disci-
pline, 2020/2024). 

Graduating? Notify the Office 
Graduates or graduates’ families, please 
let the office know who is graduating from 
high school, higher education, or tech school.  
The church would LOVE to celebrate this 
important milestone with you! Please send 
three pictures along with a short write-up on 
you r  f u t u r e  p la n s  t o  s e c re -
tary@pekingrace.org for use in publica-
tions.  The church does not want to miss any-
one, so please don’t assume the office is 
aware of your graduate.   

 

We will recognize and pray for all the 

graduates on May 18 at both Sunday wor-

ship services.  Pictures and write-ups need 

to be received by May 5 in order to be 

included in the service.   

 

Grace Scholarships 
More information about the Grace Scholar-
ships will be included in the next edition of 
the Grace Notes. 
 

Mulching Day 

If you love being outside and would enjoy 
being a part of the garden maintenance 
group, please let the office know.  You can 
adopt a garden, take part in the mulching 
or become a part of the maintenance of 
Grace.   Email secretary@pekingrace.org 
and she can get you connected.  
 
Many hands make light work.  We will have 
a church mulching day on May 17 from 9 
a.m. to noon.  Please join us! 
 

Notify Church Office of Events 
This is a reminder to please make sure your 

group’s events are on the calendar.  The 

office can see and work out conflicts of most 

activities when these events are on the cal-

endar.  All notifications need to be in writ-

ing and include the group name,  area 

used, and times needed.   
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Church News 

Office Closed 
The Church office will be closed, Monday 
May 26, in observance of Memorial Day.  
  

End of Year Celebration for 
UNITEkids: 
All are invited to the end of year celebra-
tion at Blenkiron Park on May 21 from 6-
7p.m.  We are hoping everyone can attend 
and share support for the children of Grace. 
 

Graduation Sunday 
We will recognize our graduates on the 
weekend of May 18.  Please come to pray 
over these young people.  
 

UNITEkids Bowling 
A bowling party fro kids exiting 3rd –5th 
grades will be on May 25th from 2-4 p.m. 
at Sunset Lanes. Contact Ms. Emmy or Ms. 
Dianna to sign up ethies@pekinfirst.org and 
dmiller@pekingrace.org  
 

Book Club 
Book Club's next meeting will be Tuesday, 
May 13, at 10 a.m. in the library at Pekin 
Estates. They will discuss the book “Jacob’s 
List” by Stephanie Grace Whitson.   
 

Kroger Giving 
Thank you to those who have signed up for 
the Kroger community donations.  We cur-
rently have 31 families enrolled in the pro-
gram.  Because of these families Grace re-
ceived a check for  $55  donation.  The re-
porting period  was Jan 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2025.  If you have not entered 
into the program but you would like to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends:  

I just wanted to thank everyone at Grace 

for all the cards and prayers, especially 

Grace UWF!  They have meant so much to 

me.  I have moved from the wheelchair to 

the walker to a cane.  So, I am making pro-

gress.  Hope to be back soon! 

Pat McMullin 

Grace United Methodist Church, 

We want to thank you so much for the gen-

erous Christmas Offering that was recently 

given to the local 9-1-1 Center.  We will 

make sure to provide them all with special 

treats.  Your generosity is deeply appreci-

ated.  

Sincerely,  

Abby Hobs (TC# Director) 

 

Town Hall Meeting 
 Mark your calendars for the next Town Hall 

Meeting on May 18 at 10 a.m.  in the Gary 

Ford Family Life Center. It will be held be-

tween Sunday services. During this meeting, 

there will be a short presentation from the 

board members regarding things they have 

been working on.  If you have questions for 

the board, or information you would like to 

know more about, please speak to one of 

the board members. They can make sure 

your questions are addressed either pri-

vately or during the presentation.   

The current board members include the fol-

lowing: Michelle Hunt, Analeese Poindexter, 

Kate Kriegsman, Mason Tennel, Todd Ten-

nel, Denny Crowell, Dale Golden, Chris 

Onken, and Marj Oesch.   

1. Sign into your digital Kroger account. 

 

To create a new account, go to:  
www.kroger.com/account/create 

 

2. Select “My Account”. 

 

3. Select “Community Rewards”. 

 

4. Select “Enroll Now”. 

 

5. Enter “EJ122”, then “Save”. 

mailto:ethies@pekinfirst.org
mailto:dmiller@pekinggrace.org
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May Birthdays 

Kat Doering  1 
Anna Booher  1 
Bill Keltner  1 
Dianna Miller  3 
Kendra McDaniels 4 
Kyle Nelson  4 
Joan Heiser  5 
Jay Presley  5 
Lucy Whitman 5 
Tommy Dault  6 
Joe Hunt   7 
Devin Burks  10 
Gene Wyman 10 
Sharon Lohnes 12 
Jill Garman  13 
Cari Ranney  15 
Patsy Groch  16 
Roy Johnson  17 
Harriet Canopy 19 
Chase Ranney 19 
Michael Ripper 20 
Bill Booher  21 

Jan Darnell  22 
Theresa Snell  22 
Mark Weber  22 
John-David Cohoon 22 
Brandie Stranz 22 
Jim Miller   22 
Kendall Garman 24 
Larry Collier  26 
Sam McClain  29 
Joe Stoner  29 
Seth Ranney  29 
Andrew Hannan 31 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12-1 pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

 

Arlen Booth 

Don Jackson 

Vicki Patton McKinley 

Chuck & Helen Dietrich, 
 parents of Judy Dietrich 

 

Doug and Dawn Keimig 

June Parr 

Lee Weber 

Kim 

Mandi S. 

For the family of Mark Gustoff  
on his passing 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  If you would like to be kept on longer, 
please call the office, 309-347-7131. 

May 4  
• Moses Sunday, special anthem at the Faith Service.  

May 5 
• Youth Volleyball will not be meeting this month.  

They will meet again in June.   
May 6  

• Reminder Men’s Fellowship always meets in  
Hospitality Area at 8 a.m. on Tuesdays. All men are welcome!  

May 7 
•Last choir rehearsal 

May 9  
• Church Women United at United Church of Christ, 9:30 a.m. 

May 10  
• Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, 11a.m. -noon,  

Volunteers arrive at 9:30 a.m.  
May 11  

• Mother’s Day 
May 13  

• Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10 a.m.  
May 17  

• Spring Clean-up and Mulching, 9 a.m. - Noon 
May 18  

• Graduation Sunday at Grace United Methodist Church 
  • Town Hall between the services 

May 19  
• Last meeting this school year: Grace Readers (Miriam Circle) 

12:30 p.m. for lunch at Our Inn Place, then read with  
the kindergarteners at C.B. Smith 

May 20  
• Grace Notes articles due 

• Leadership Board Meeting, 6 p.m.  
• Last Tuesday Bible Buddies. Summer Break Starts. 

May 21  
• Wrap Up for the UNITEkids and Bible Buddies programs, 
Blenkiron Park, 6-7 p.m. Sandwiches and Drinks provided, 

bring a side dish to share.  Summer Break Starts. 
May 24  

• Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, 11a.m.-noon,  
May 25  

•Last Sunday the Sanctuary Choir Sings prior to Summer Break 
 • Last day for UNITEyouth weekly meetings 

• Bowling from 2-4pm at Sunset Lanes for 3rd-5th Grade. 
 May 26  

• Office Closed: Memorial Day 
May 28  

• Communion at Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.  
 


