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All of April seems to be a season of the hope for spring and the desire for Easter here at 
the church.  We yearn to be on the other side of repentance and finding forgiveness.  We 
want the pain we know is coming to be over and the joy to begin.  I fully understand that 
feeling and recognize it as one of my own.  Even though I have a history of doing hard 
and often painful things as hobbies, I want the victory at the end of it just as much as the 
next person.  But there is a problem in this equation; it is the assumption that with our vic-
tory is the end of our work and the end of our pain. 
 
Once the full effect of Jesus' resurrection was known to his followers, Jesus ascended into 
heaven.  As he ascended, he left his followers to do the work of being the church.  A large 
part of that work was the work of bringing in new followers of Jesus, of teaching them 
and mentoring them. 
 
One of the primary things about being Easter people is the work of building the communi-
ty that we call church.  That is some hard work, my friends!  It is hard work because if we 
are going to be actively building a church that welcomes in new people, that offers the 
hope of Jesus to those who donõt yet have it, then we will open the doors to people who 
are back on that other side of Easter.  We will see people who are starting their Lenten 
journey while we are on the other side of ours.   
 
So what do we need to do as modern-day disciples? 
¶ We need to invite people into relationships: relationships with Jesus and relationships 

with us. 
¶ We need to be vulnerable.  We need to be open to Jesus about what healing and 

resurrecting work that we need to have in our lives.  We need to be kind and willing 
to help heal those who Jesus puts in our lives. 

¶ We need to not be complacent.  The work of the church has been ongoing for 2,000+ 
years at this point.  We are like those first disciples, thinking it was over until we could 
clearly see that the work was just beginning. 

¶ Remember that the Holy Spirit was given to us all, to remind us of all that Jesus has 
said and done for us.  That Holy Spirit is for us in this work today. 

 

I pray for our work as the church this Easter, and I know that it will be a powerful one  
indeed! 
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The Lenten season has given us a great opportunity to share God's word in many fun and excit-
ing ways. Fellowship is important to share our faith and help our relationships grow with God 
and our friends.  
 
Bible Buddies and UNITE kids will move to Pekin First beginning on April 1. As always, feel free 
to invite your friends and neighbors who may be looking for a way to connect with Jesus and 
make new friends. 

Please join us for òEaster Egg 
Hunt and Glowó on Saturday, 
April 19 at Grace UMC. The 
Nursery-Preschool hunt will 
be at 7:30 p.m. and the 
Glow-in-the-Dark Egg Hunt, 
K-5th grade, will be at 8 
p.m.  
 
Please arrive by 7:15 p.m.   
to sign up for door prizes 
and play a few games.    
We would love for you to 
Invite your friends to join us 
for games, a raffle and of 
course, egg hunting.  

We are in 
the process 
of planning 
a family 
bowling 
night in 
April. 
Please stay tuned for 
more information to 
come.  
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Interactive Bible lessons  
for the children! 

Sharing and caring! 
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Women in Faith Library Books 2025  

New books have been added to our library.  
   

Education for Mission:  
¶ The Book of Rosy: A mother's story of 

separation at the border. Rosayra Pablo 
Cruz and Julie Schwietert. 

¶ The House That Love Built: Why I opened 
my door to immigrants and how we found 
hope beyond a broken system. Sarah Jack-
son 
Invisible Child: Poverty, survival, and hope in 
an American city. Andrea Elliott 

Leadership Development:  
¶ Beautiful Country: A memoir of an undoc-

umented childhood. Qian Julie Wang 
I am a Girl From Africa: A memoir of power, 
community, and hope. Aelizabeth Nyamayro 

Nurturing for Community:  
¶ Maid: Hard work, low pay, and a moth-

er's will to survive. Stephanie Land 

¶ House of Sticks: Addresses what it means 

to grow up a stranger in a strange land. Ly 
Tran 
The Seed Keeper: Invokes the strength that 
women, land, and plants have shared with 
one another through the generations. Diane 
Wilson. 

Social Action:  
¶ Ghosts in the Schoolyard: Racism and 

school closings on Chicago's south side. Eve L. 
Ewing 
The Nickel Boys:  Juvenile reformatory that 
operated for 111 years. Colson Whitehead 

Spiritual Growth:  
¶ The Cure for Sorrow: A book of blessings 
for times of grief. Jan Richardson 

¶    Land of Silence: No physician can heal 

her - until she hears whispers of a man whose 

Youth:  
¶    They Called Us Enemy: Graphic novel 

tells of the Japanese Americans incarcerated 
during WWII. George Takei and Isinger 
Scott Becker. 

¶    Return to Sender: Migrant workers in 
fear of being discovered and returned to 
Mexico. Julia Alvarez 

¶    Two Days and One Suitcase: True story 

of one family's choice of friendship and 
goodwill during WWII. Anne E. Neuberger 
and Helen Hannan Parra. 
 

Women in Faith Library Reminder  

Everyone is welcome to check out the books 
from the library. Simply remove the card in 
the front of the book you choose and place it 
in the file box located on the shelf. When 
you return the book, take the card out of the 
box, place it back in the book, and return the 
book to the shelf.  
   

Happy Reading 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
Book Club meets on Tuesday, April 8, in the 
library at Pekin Estates. We will discuss the 
book, Someone to Watch Over Me by 
Michelle Stimpson. New members are always 
welcome.  
 

Grace Readers: Miriam Circle 
Meets April 28 at Our Inn Place, 1901 Wil-
low Street, Pekin,  at 12:30 p.m. for lunch. 
Then they will go read with the Kindergarten 
at C.B Smith. The reading begins at 1:30 
p.m. and lasts until 2:30 p.m.  
 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will take place in 
June.  Hope to see you then.  If you are inter-
ested in becoming a part of the United 
Women in Faith, please contact President, 
Margaret Kelly.  
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 Lenten Luncheons 
All are invited to the Lenten Luncheons held 
at Pekin First UMC. These luncheons will be 
held every Wednesdays during lent from 12
-12:45 p.m.  April 16 will be the final meet-
ing. 
 

¶ April 2: Heather Robertson, St. Paulõs 
UCC 

¶ April 9: Rev. Judy Kennedy, Congrega-
tional UCC 

¶ April 16: Rev. Tyson Parks, Peoria Bethel 

UMC 
 

Each luncheon will have worship, devotion, 
and lunch.  Please RSVP 309-347-3155 if 
planning to attend. A love offering will be 
taken to cover the costs.  Hope you  can 
check it out.  
 

Good Friday 
Good Friday allows us time to reflect on the 
significance of Christõs willingness to sacrifice 
on the cross on our behalf.  Join us at Grace 
in the Sanctuary, Friday, April 18, at 7 p.m. 
 

Glow in the Dark Egg Hunt 
On Holy Saturday, April 19, at Grace,  
Arrive at 7:15p.m to sign-up for door prizes 
and play som e games.  Then we will have 
the egg hunts for kids nursery age through 
5th grade. 
 

¶ 7:30pm: Nursery through preschool hunt 
¶ 8 pm: Kindergarten-5th grade Glow-in-

the-Dark Hunt!  
 

The hunts will be held outside on the side 
lawn by the gym at Grace.  Make sure kids 
dress for whatever weather there is.  In in-
clement weather, the activities will move in-
side to the gym. 
 

Easter Services 

Sunday, April 20, 2025 
Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 9 a.m. 
Traditional Service 11 a.m. 
There will not be a Saturday Service this 
weekend.  Come on Sunday! 

Ministry Opportunity 
Godõs Blessings!   
We are preparing for the Great Ingather-
ing scheduled for April 6 from 11:00 a.m. ð
1 p.m. at the Dwight United Methodist 
Church (701 S. Columbia Street, Dwight, IL 
60420). 
The local Cub Scouts will be serving their 
spaghetti dinner (details below). 
 
In case youõre not familiar with this mission 
project, the churches in our District and sur-
rounding area have an opportunity to do-
nate goods to be delivered to the United 
Methodist Mountain Mission in Kentucky.  
In the past years we filled numerous trucks 
with donations.  This year, we hope to do 
just as well. 
 
So, letõs all take advantage of this project 
to clean out closets of clothes that you no 
longer need. Make sure you pack the dona-
tions into boxes, not bags.  Boxed items 
make packing easier in the large trucks.   
Good furniture is wanted.   
Clean and wearable clothes and shoes are 
needed.  
All appliances must be in good working con-
dition. 
PLEASE, NO ELECTRONICS!  

 
All are invited to stay and enjoy the $7 
spaghetti dinner sponsored by our local Cub 
Scout Troop Pack4877 ($5 for children 4-
12 and free for 3 and under). 
 
If you would like more information, contact 
the Dwight United Methodist Church at   
815-584-3420 or email in-
fo@dwightumc.org. 
 
Thank you, 
Dwight United Methodist Church 
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Candy Donations 
The UNITEkids program is asking for candy 
donations for their egg hunt.   This allows 
them to use their budget on other items for 
the event.  Candy donations must be able to 
fit into an Easter egg.  We are asking that 
the donations are brought to the church by 
April 2.  
 

Confirmation Sunday 
Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for April 
27 at the service of the confirmands choice. 
We have two students currently going 
through confirmation.  Please pray for each 
of them. 
 

Weekly Email 

If you are interested in being added to our 

Tuesday email, please let the office know.  

We can sign you up.  Each week on Tues-

day, you will receive notification of our up-

coming activities and the current prayer list.   

Menõs Tuesday Group  
All men are welcome to join this group, 
which meets every Tuesday from 8 - 9 
a.m. Come for Godõs life lessons, laughs, 
little-known facts served up with coffee & 
donuts.  This group offers fellowship for men 
who want to share their Christian life sto-
ries.  
  

Pizza Fundraiser for the Youth 

On April 30, let Papa Murphyõs make din-

ner for you.  When you order your pizza on 

that date, let them know that you would like 

your order to support the UNITEyouth, and 

the youth  receive 20% of the orders that 

day.  

 

Grace Scholarships 
Be looking for more information about the 
Grace Scholarships in the next edition of the 
Grace Notes. 

 

Grace Notes Articles 
Interested in letting the church know about 

your group?  If you take pictures of an ac-

tivity your group is having and are interest-

ed in having it put in the Grace Notes or 

onto Facebook, please send the pictures 

and brief information about the activity to 

the secretaryõs email, 

(secretary@pekingrace.org).  Make sure 

you communicate clearly how you would like 

the article shared. The deadline for the 

Grace Notes is always the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month before.  Send a variety of pic-

tures but be aware that not all pictures may 

be used if space is limited.   

 

Graduating? Notify the Office 
Graduates or graduatesõ families, please 
let the office know who is graduating from 
high school, higher education, or tech school.  
The church would LOVE to celebrate this im-
portant milestone with you! Please send 
three pictures along with a short write-up on 
your future plans to secre-
tary@pekingrace.org for use in publica-
tions.  The church does not want to miss any-
one, so please donõt assume the office is 
aware of your graduate.   

 

We will recognize and pray for all the 

graduates on May 18 at both Sunday wor-

ship services.  Pictures and write-ups need to 

be received by May 5 in order to be includ-

ed in the service.   

 

Update Contact Information 
Please let the office know when your contact 
information changes. This includes moving 
out of the area. We need addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails.    Birthdays are need-
ed if youõd like to be included on the birth-
day list!  
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Scott Kriegsman 1 
Nick Bruns   1  
Alicia Marsden 4 
Mariah Teaney 5 
Phyllis McCabe 7 
Chuck Shields  8 
Keith Culp   8 
Dave Johnson  9 
Diane Ingram  10 
Judy Gordon  10 
Rachel Doan  11 
Jennifer Otey  11 
Sam Neff   11 
Hayes Tennell  11 
Angela Hannan 12 
Peggy Golden 13 
Nancy Spencer 13 
Matt Bloom  15 
Carol Gustoff  15 
Garrett Williamson 16 
Karson Norman 16 
Diane Aupperle 16 

Ray Long   17 
Charles Hanley 18 
Jill Crouch   19 
Ryan Plunkett  23 
Trisha Plunkett 23 
Wilda Carlton 23 
Carol Groch  24 
Brennan Jacobson 24 
David Cole  25 
David B. Johnson 30 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sundays 9 & 11am 

 
Office Hours 
M-TH 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
      Closed 12 pm-1 pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

 

Arlen Booth 

Doug and Dawn Keimig  

June Parr 

Kent Planck 

Mandi S. 

Mike Ingles 

Pat McMullin 

Ron Garman 

Willowdean Stone 

Names are kept on the prayer list for four weeks.  
If you would like to be kept on longer, please 
call the office, 309-347-7131. 

March 12 through April 16  
Confirmation (Junior High through Highschool) starts, meets weekly, 5-6 

p.m. at Pekin First 
April 2  

Donations for the Egg Hunt needed by this date.  
April 3  

Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal at Pekin First UMC, 6:30-7:15 p.m.   
April 6  

UNITEyouth resumes at Pekin First  
April 8  

Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10a.m. 
April 10  

Childrenõs Choir Rehearsal at Pekin First UMC, 6:30-7:15 p.m.   
April 12  

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11a.m. 
Childrenõs Choir sings @ Palm Sunday Celebration Service at Pekin First 

UMC, 5 p.m.  
April 13  

Palm Sunday Service at Grace  
April 14-April 19  

GFFLC is unavailable for activities due to Easter set-up 
April 14 though April 21 Spring Break for District 108 and 303.  

There will be no UNITEkids,  Bible Buddies or UNITEyouth during this time.  
April 15  

Grace Notes Articles Due 
April 16  

Last Confirmation meeting, 5p.m. -6 p.m.   
April 17  

Maundy Thursday Service at Grace UMC at 6:30 p.m.   
April 18  

Good Friday Service, at Grace, 7 p.m.  
April 19  

Glow in the Dark Egg Hunt at Grace  
Pre-Event Games start at 7:15 p.m. 

Pre-K Hunt at 7:30 p.m.  
Glow-in-the-Dark Hunt: K-5th at 8p.m.  

Chapel Service on Saturday is cancelled;  
come on Sunday to one of our Easter Services 

April 20  
Easter Services at 6:30 a.m., 9 a.m. GFFLC, and 11a.m. in the Sanctuary 

UNITEyouth both group are cancelled for this evening 
April 21  

Office will be closed.  Staff meeting is cancelled for this date.  
April 22  

School Resumes for District 108 
Bible Buddies Resumes regular time  

Church Leadership Board Meeting, 6 pm.  
April 23 

Communion, Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.  
UNITEkids and Bible Buddies resume.   

April 24  
Grace Readers, 12:30 pm. Meet at Our Inn Place then go to CB Smith to 

read 
April 26  

Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11 a.m. 
April 27  

Parents Meetings for the Mission Trip, Pekin First UMC Youth Room, 6:30 
p.m.  

Confirmation Sunday 
April 30  

Papa Murphyõs Fundraiser 

 


