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When Jesus spoke again to the people,
he said, o/ am t he
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of Iife.

John 8:12
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Romans 12:2 is a fitting verse for the start
tern of this world but be transformed by the
desire to make some solid life changes in the start of any new year. To quote an older Counting
Crows song (A Long December) we hope that; om
There is a legacy of renewal that comes to us each January and for some of us that renewal

reflects the renewal of the days. They appear to be getting longer and the light continues to

expand, almost recharging our tired souls. Others can articulate some shortcomings within their

lives and the changing of a calendar gives permission for the new day.

Though al |l of this is good, the scripture in
You see, there is indeed a call for all of us as Christians to renewal. If you look at the essence

of the message of Jesus, it is that on the other side of death is life. When we profess our sins

and offer them to Jesus, we cannot only find forgiveness from those sins but there is a loosening
of the power that they have over our lives. As the power of those sins is diminished upon us, we
can then make choices for how we want to live our lives in the future. The call of a new year is

to make choices to become a new O0youd6 in that
ohave | ife more abundantlydé and throughout th
But there are two more sections to this Roman scripture. The first one places us at odds with the

use of New Year's and the renewal that many of us are looking for. The scripture warns us to

not oconformé to the worl d. New Yeards resolu

pears to be a bit of a trap |l aid out for us.
space, | would argue, that our conforming is the way we treat our resolutions. Many like the

idea of the change they hope for but do not implement the real practices that will lead to real
change. The journey of discipleship in faith is a model for us to find that real change. Conform-
ing to the world would be for us to not take serious the change or to not believe it possible. In
faith, we have learned that all things are possible through the God who has saved and re-
deemed us. If we can hold fast to this knowledge, then we might just live these goals as if they
had real meaning for us.
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The scripture also speaks to our minds. For many people, we worry about our spirit with our faith
and the mind is something we work on in other domains. This is not what we are called to. The
transformation is through the mind in this verse. That does not mean that your goals that relate to
your body are not important, but hear me out, our minds are how we interpret much of this world.

The mind is where what we touch, taste, see,
us to explore what is and what has yet to be. Transforming our minds is an investment in that new
future. Any goals that you might set for you

on the health of your mind.

There is a New Year before us. We all have one life, and we can choose how we want to live it.
We can conform to the world and live as if no change could happen, or we can also live as if life
itself was breaking forth in our midst. | pray that we can all choose to live to see that life.
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The children did a wonderful job %~
performing son’g’s..;;
Prayer Breakfast. For the third: }f e

year in a row, they performed
their favorite song, Best Gift Ev-
er, about how Jesus is the BES}

gift they will ever receive!

Jensen England sang a solo of Oh Come All Ye Fa|thfu’
He enjoyed it so much that he was inspired to sing agaigg
at worship at Pekin First during the8eek of Advent. ’-"

The kids have grown in their faith and their relationship
with God all throughout 2024!

<N

UNITEkids & Bible Buddies
resume the week of Jan 6th

Questions about Childre
to volunteer? Contact Emmy Thies at
ethies@pekingrace.org
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UNITEyouth January Updates

Important Dates

*1/3-1/5 WinterXtreme \|
oLeaving Grace at 3pm

*1/5 No youth Group

*1/12 Youth Group Resumes )‘
oJunior High S5pm-6:30pm ‘
oSenior High 6:30pm-8pm

*1/30 Nelson's Chicken Dinner

Fundraiser at Grace
o Youth need to be at Grace by 3:45pm

- Thank you, Pastor Sean and Sandra
for an evening of worship and
talking about brokenness and beauty.
- The youth had an amazing time and
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Calling all available youth to help on January 30th at
Nelson's Chicken Dinner Fundraiser. Youth need to be
Grace by 3:45 p.m. The event45:30 p.m. Tickets are
$12 each and are being sold at both churches!

The dinner works like a drive through. A person buys t
ticket/tickets, shows up at Grageni N. 4th Streefior

dinner pickup between-8:30 p.m. The participant will
stay in their vehicland will hand the ticket/tickets to the
youth who will go inside the church to grab thgao
containers.

Do not park in the parking spaces unless you're wanting
to come inside. The youth will be going to the cars that
are in the line to deliver the food. Please let Jill, Meghan,
or Brionna know if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you!

Grace UMC Radical Youth Fundraiser for the
Mission Trip

Meal includesialf a Chicken, Mashed potatoes
& gravy, green beans & roll. Utensils are provided.

Pickup at Grace UMC on January 30 fromb430 p.m.
Call the church office at 36®47-7131, or email secre-
tary@pekingrace.org, to order tickets.
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Uniteyouth

would like to say
|

THE LADIES CHRISTMAS
DINNER WAS A WONDERFUL
WAY TO KICK OFF THE HOLIDAY
SEASON! FAMILY, FRIENDS,
FOOD & FELLOWSHIP WAS "IN
THE AIR" TO CELEBRATE JESUS.
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YOUTH SUNDAY $| A3 N| 6XC-

Youth Sunday

Grace UMC had Youth Sunday on December 22 at the 9:00 a.m. service. At this service, the
youth helped by lighting the advent candles, taking the offering, leading prayer, and being pre-
sent at the service.

Also, at this service three of our youths were baptized. UNITEyouth was able to give two of the
young people their first Bibles. It really was an amazing day. Please be in prayer for these
young people, their leaders, and for this program as Grace continues to love and nurture these
youths.

We are blessed that these young people were first guided in their Christian Faith by Emmy and
now they are growing even further in their faith through the UNITEyouth program.

-—
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Thank you to the Sanc-
tuary Choir and the
orchestra for the beau-
tiful worship that was
lifted up to God. It
was wonderful and

movi ng. Godods pres-
ence could be felt in
your worship. The

Christmas Cantatdahis
is Christmas, Celebrat-
ing the Heart of Christ-
mas was shared with the
congregation on De-
cember 15. If you
happened to miss it
you may find the Can-
tata at our YouTube
site or on the Grace
App. Look for Decem-
ber 15, the 11:00 a.m.
service
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