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We are up for a wild month, my friends! It's the month of March, and in Central lllinois that
means that Mother Nature can change her mind on the weather from Winter to Summer and
back again within the same day. March begins with the winter darkness still not yet letting us
enjoy the fullness of days and ends with Daylight Savings Time boosting many moods. For us as
Christians, this March finds us starkly in the season of Lent and will end with the last day of
March being our beloved Easter morning.

Easter is the promise of God made real within all of us. The promise of Easter is that though
everyone and everything will die, God will notl God’s love for us will always overcome the
darkness of death and draw us forward into that resurrection life.

This is the message that so many of us need right now!

The world around us is full of chaos. There seems to be increasing wars around the world. The
political systems of the US seems to be intent on drawing each other further away from one an-
other along ideological lines that do not always mix with the real life hopes, dreams and
boundaries of the “ordinary” people. There is a sense that the culture of church is incomparable
with the rest of the world in such a way that we could not ever find the resolutions needed to
bridge the divides and offer the hope of Jesus...

Yet, that message of Jesus is exactly what we are called and compelled to live into.

That message of Jesus in his own life, was able to reach those who were apart from the commu-
nity. It touched the man shackled in a cemetery and left as too far gone. It found the woman
at the well, scorched with the heat of rejection. It soothed the leprous persons who knew only
isolation. The early church carried that same message of hope to Gentile and Jew, slave and
free, rich and poor. The call of the church today is to do the same thing: to offer the message
of Jesus is what we are all compelled to do because we all have been from that place of rejec-
tion, loss and death. We, too, know what it is to feel the overwhelming gift of life.

As we speed our way to Easter this year, may we who already celebrate in this great gift of
life, offer it with the same generosity that it found us. May we truly be a church for all people
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to be Easter people.
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UNITEKIDS Emmy Thies
CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Director of Children & Family Ministry

Bible Buddies
Bible Buddies groups finished up their study — The Gospel, God’s Plan for Me — throughout Feb-
ruary. They will start “doodling” through Bible stories next by using a study book that gives

prompts for creative drawing and writing.

There’s still space for third to fifth graders to join Bible Buddies. Now is the perfect time, with
starting a new book!

Some of the Monday night Bible Buddies, Aaliyah, Violet, Willow, Blythe, Sophia, Jalynn, Adri,
Zoe, and Daphnie, received their certificates of completion with teachers Mary and Emmy.

UNITEkids
UNITEkids played games, sang songs, and learned
stories about Jesus in February, with a focus on love.

“Cheese!” said Gentry with his John 3:16 coloring
page at UNITEkids.

PreK through 2nd graders are welcome to join
UNITEkids on Wednesday nights from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. at Grace UMC.

Looking ahead

All UNITEkids program activities will switch to First UMC April 1. Program activities are held at
Grace October through March. Then April through September all program activities are held
at First UMC.
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UNITEKIDS Emmy Thies
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY Director of Children & Family Ministry

UPCOMING
EVENTS FAMILY LEGO NIGHT
Bring the whole family — all ages — FR'DAY MARCH 81’"
and grab some friends too for the ’
Family Lego Night at the beginning -7
of March. Then, round up the kids 6 1.00 PM
for our annual GLOW IN THE DARK GRACE UMC

egg hunt at the end of the month!

-
- . “CONNECT” AT THIS FUN CHURCH
Candy donations to fill the Easter
caos are MUCH APPRECIATED and  FAMILY EVENT TO COMPLETE BUILD
can be dropped off to the main of- CHALLENGES! FOR ALL AGES AND

fice at Grace UMC or Pekin First SKILL LEVELS!
UMC by March 15. Please avoid
candy with peanut butter or nuts.

Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, March 30th
on the lawn at Grace UMC, 601 N. 4th St, Pekin

7:00 p.m. Arrive for games & sign-up for door prizes
7:15 p.m. Nursery-Preschool Egg Hunt
7:30 p.m. K-5th Grade *Glow-in-the-Dark* Egg Hunt

A k A

As d reminder, families are encouraged to worship together for Easter morning services, March 31.

Worship Bags full of activities will be available for children up through 5t grade. Bags can be
picked up in the hospitality area on Easter morning.
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RADICAL Jill Stoner-Crouch and Brionna Goodin
YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Grace’s Radical Youth March...
The Study of Spiritual Rhythm's that help us grow!

For a lot of us, music is a central part of our lives. In the
car, at school, or walking through a store, music gives us
a steady rhythm that plays in the background. But the
predictable beats and patterns of our favorite songs can
do more than just entertain or inspire us — they can
teach us something about growing closer to Jesus, too.
While growing in our faith can sometimes feel difficult to
measure, the right rhythms can help us keep moving in
the right direction. In this four-week series, we'll explore
passages of Scripture from the Gospels, epistles, and
Psalms that help us develop spiritual rhythms that help
us grow. Together, we'll be challenged to create more
predictable patterns in four key ways: by creating
rhythms for spending time with God, using our gifts,
sharing our stories, and spending time with others.

God Bless! Brionna Goodin & Jill Crouch

Papa Murphy Pizza Fund-Raiser
. o When: March 27th

o Time: 1lam-8pm

o Promo Code: Support

3/27 Create a rhythm to spend time with Buy an easy dinner at Papa Murphy's
others. Bring a FRIEND...PIZZA NIGHT iand support our youth.

i M 20% donated back to us!

What's Happening In March
3/6 Create a rhythm to spend time with God
3/13 Create a rhythm to use your Gifts 5
3/20 Create a rhythm to share your story

Calling all youth to celebrate Holy Week with us!
3/24 Palm Sunday
3/28 Maundy Thursday at Pekin First 6:30pm-8pm
3/29 Good Friday 7pm-8pm
3/31 Easter Sunday-Enjoy a service with your
family and friends
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RADICAL Jill Stoner-Crouch and Brionna Goodin
YOUTH MINISTRY Co-Directors of Youth Ministries

Help Celebrate
Radical Birthdays

P S RS S

3/1 Blythe Roberson
3/11 Lorelei Swanson
3/25 Brionna Goodin
3/27 Chuck Wyman
3/27 Jayden Stephens

Continue to encourage our
youth....

Continue to pray for and encourage our
youth. You may have seen more youth
starting to attend our Church services,
assisting with tech and children's church and
coming to special services like Ash
Wednesday. Take time to introduce yourself
to them and give them encouragement for
showing up. We are adding to our
community at Grace, and they are our
future! Thanks for everyone's support!
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United Women in Faith (UMW) Un:!%d5
President Margaret Kelly )Ie]‘% ith

Executive Meeting
United Women in Faith’s executive meet-
ing will be Thursday, March 7th at 1 p.m.
in the hospitality area.

Church Women United

Friday, March 8 at 9:30 a.m. the Church
Women United will meet together at St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ in Pekin. The
address is 101 N. 8th Street. The pro-
gram will be on domestic violence and
recovery.

General Meeting

The general meeting of the United Wom-
en in Faith will be held Wednesday,
March 13 at 1 p.m. in the hospitality area.
The program will start with a PowerPoint
on How to Make Scripture Cookies. We
ask each attendee to bring your Bible to
help look up the ingredients for our cookie
recipe. We will celebrate the World
Thank offering. Margaret Kelly will be
installing the officers for the year. We
would like you to join us in fellowship, faith
and food. See you then!

Book Club

Book Club will meet Tuesday, March 12 at
10:00 a.m. in the library on the first floor
of Pekin Estates. We will discuss the book
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony
Doerr. We welcome anyone who enjoys
reading, and we read a variety of gen-
res. If you want more information or have
any questions, call Sandy Isenburg at 309
-241-1411.

Susannah Circle

Susannah Circle provides meals for the
Rust Center. During the winter they have
been enjoying food and fellowship by
having their meetings at various restau-
rants around town. If you are interested
in becoming a part of this circle, please
talk with Carol Booth.

Next meeting will be April 25th at the
UAW Café at 9:00 a.m.

Miriam Circle

What is Grace’s Miriam Circle?2 Do you like
kindergarten children? Would you like to
encourage young readers? Please read on.

Fourteen years ago, a small group of Grace
UMWV started a circle, called Grace Readers,
who have been visiting C.B. Smith Kindergar-
ten classes once a month to read and interact
with students one-on-one since then.

Grace Church neighbors are in the C.B. Smith
school district, and that is why we chose to
visit this school. To promote a love of read-
ing and future school success, we have coop-
erated with their teachers and Scholastic
School Books to provide a book for each Kin-
dergarten student before Christmas and pro-
vide another book in the Spring. In addition,
our sewing volunteers make a small cloth
book bag for each student each year.

Covid has challenged our visits and we
adapted, but now we have resumed in per-
son visits. Sadly, during the last few years
several of our members have no longer been
able to join us.

Anyone who would like to join our Readers is
welcome. No special qualification other than a
willing heart to encourage these beginning
readers is necessary.

How much time would it involve? Once a
month during the school year our Grace
Readers spend an hour at C.B. Smith. We
work one-on-one for 20 minutes with a child
from each of the three classes. Prior to our
time there or after, depending on the school
schedule, we meet for lunch. Questions?
Contact Mary Myers, 309-353-2849 or
Connie Disney, 309-3474416.

Thank you!

United Women in Faith (formally United
Methodist Women) would like to take this op-
portunity to thank everyone who supported
our bake sale. We support missions, including
several mission projects here in Pekin. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated. Hope you
enjoyed the goodies. Thank you! God bless
you! Margaret Kelly
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Candy Donations Wanted

In order to reduce the cost of the Glow-In-the-
Dark Egg Hunt, we are asking for wrapped
candy donations. Thank you to those who re-
duced our costs by donating large eggs! We
have enough eggs for our event now. If you
would like to donate candy, please make sure
the candy does not have peanuts, peanut but-
ter, or nuts of any kind. All donations need to
be received by March 17.

Easter Services
March 24 Palm Sunday at all services
March28 Maundy Thursday at First UMC,
6:30 p.m.

March 29 Good Friday, at Grace, 7:00 p.m.
March 30 No Chapel Service
March 31 Easter Day Services

6:30 a.m., 2:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Papa Murphy’s Youth Fundraiser
Wednesday, March 27

Save the date -- March 27th -- Papa Mur-
phy's Pizza is donating 20% of Dine-In, Take-
out & Pick up orders to Grace United Method-
ist Youth Group! Take a night off from cooking
and join Grace in eating for a great cause.
Papa Murphy's Pizza accepts Dine-In, Takeout
& Pick up orders made online using the promo
code Support or in store/by phone mentioning
Grace United Methodist Youth Group. Make
sure you mention Grace before ordering.

Safety Concerns

If you are meeting with a group during the
week and you unlock the main doors or ask to
have the doors unlocked, please make sure
the hospitality area is monitored by your
group. We ask that you relock the doors be-
fore you leave or ask for the doors to be re-
locked by the office. If your group members
arrive during office hours, the office can let
them in.

The church has had people, not a part of our
planned programming, wander into the facili-
ties and look all around even wandering
downstairs, when the doors were unlocked.

Church News
Thank You

Union Mission had a food drive and donated
food and monetary donations to the church
food pantry. Many thanks to them.

| wanted to reach out with my sincerest grati-
tude for your church.
many people. Your tireless efforts to help
lighten one’s burdens and make a difference in
all lives do not go unnoticed or unappreciated!

Christian Civic Outreach

It touches the hearts of

Thank you so much to the ladies that provided
the meal after our mother’s funeral. It was
very much appreciated! And delicious too!
Thank youl

The Family of Earline Filyaw

On behalf of the Pekin Union Mission, we
wanted to say a big THANK YOU to Grace
United Methodist Church for allowing us to uti-
lize your facility for our youth basketball sea-
son.

We finished our season tonight and are very
grateful for the opportunity to be able to play
and practice at Grace....

Thank you so much for the opportunity, and we
hope to continue working with you in the future.
JJ and Jenna

Pekin Union Mission

Save the Date

Father-Daughter Dance

Saturday, April 27 at 2:00 p.m.

Family Life Center

Dads, bring your daughters for an afternoon
of dancing! Photo backdrop, snacks, and a
tiara for each daughter is provided.

Donations appreciated. Register for event
online.

Pecan Sales

United Women in Faith still have pecans for
sale. Contact Carol Booth at 309-256-0075.
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Church News

Monday Night Activities!

Our Church is booming on Monday nights with all the
activities taking place. It starts with the bell rehearsal and
Bible Buddies. Then the we have Co-Rec Volleyball. We
now have enough people for four volleyball teams! Most-
ly kids are attending, but it is a safe space for them. And
they all, adults and kids, do enjoy the fun! Pray for all of
these ministries as they continue to minister to people.

N .
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Sue Gentry
Greg Ranney
June Stoner

Liaom Turner
Marcia Schwartz
Jill Bucher

Paula Witt
Janet Johnson
Cathie Ripper
Sylvia Telford
Jeanne Harmon
Katheryn Marie Towne @
Linda Beverage 11

VO VoONNOOGDDODOD -

Sarah Hunt 11
Lorelei Swanson 11
Brenda Nelson 11

Barbara Hardt 12
Beverly Harrison 13
Kyle Harrison 14

Tammy Seman 14
Anna Ingles 14
Tobi Allsup 15
Neil Mulvey 16

Nelson Wright 16

March Birthdays

Tim Trantham 16
Marj Oesch 17
Chris Schaefer 18
Sally Morris 18
Diane Krause 19
Gloria Long 19
Brittany Dorf 19

David Champlin 20

Michelle Hunt 20
Les Seman 21
Dick Wherry 25
Brionna Goodin 25
Mary Myers 26
Barbara Hill 26
Tom Hulting 26

Chuck Wyman 27
Jayden Stephens 27
Linda Patterson 28

Missy Ranney

17

&@’

31
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Connect!

March 6
Communion, Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL March 8
Pekin Community Prayer Breakfast, GFFLC, 7:30 a.m.

309-347-7131 . UNITEkids Lego Night, Lower Level 2, 6 p.m. -7 p.m.
secretary@pekingrace.org Church Women United for UMW, St. Paul, 9:30 a.m.
pekingrace.org

March 9
S Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11:00 a.m.
Worship Times Saturday Servants, Hospitality Area, 9:00 a.m.
Saturdays 5:30pm

Sundays 9:00am & 11:00am March 12
Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10:00 a.m.

Office Hours March 13

M-TH 8:30am-4:30pm United Women of Faith General Meeting, Hospitality Area, 1 p.m.
Closed 12pm-1pm
March 24
Palm Sunday
Prayer Concerns
March 25
Last date for the Monday Bible Buddies to be at Grace.
Carla Terry and Norma Griffin
March 27
Last date for the UNITEkids and Wednesday Bible Buddies
at Grace. Programs switch to First UMC next meeting.
Don Jackson Communion, Pekin Estates, 2 p.m.
Radical Bring a friend night, Mason Building, 6 p.m.

Joyce Hill March 28 o
Maundy Thursday Service at Pekin First, 6:30 p.m.
March 29
Kathy Towne Good Friday Service, Sanctuary, 7 p.m.
March 30
Les Seman Grace Drive-Thru Food Pantry, Hospitality Area, 11:00 a.m.
March 30
Saturday Night Service CANCELLED
Ron Garman UNITEkids Egg Hunt, Grace lawn, 7 p.m.
Names are kept on the prayer list for four weeks. If
you would like to be kept on longer please call the March 31

office, 309-347-7131. Easter Services 6:30 a.m., 2:00 a.m., and 11:00a.m.
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