
 

 

GRACE 
NOTES 
No. 11  pekingrace.org N

O
V
E
M
B
E
R
 
 
2
0
2
3

 

 

 
 

highlights 

 
PASTORS CORNER 
Page 2-3 
 
 
CHILDRENS  MINISTRY 
Page 4-5 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Pages 6-7 
 
 
CHURCH NEWS 
Pages 8-14 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Page 15 
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
Pages 16 
 
 

November 2023 

 
 



 

 

PASTORôS 
CORNER 

 
Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 

 

 Friends,   
What a celebration the 175th Anniversary was for Grace!  I want to thank each and 
every one of you for the time and energy that you poured into making this moment 
great.  We had people helping with the Memorial Garden, the lunch, the pictures, the 
worship service, the history and so much more.  This celebration only could happen with 
the love and help of all of you.  So, from the bottom of my heart, thank you!  
  
With our 175th, there has been a push to get some things accomplished at the church 
that I want to talk about this month.  We made a huge ask, that together we could  
raise $175,000 beyond our yearly budget in the course of this next year.  The ask 
was for multiple reasonsé. the first was to honor our past, to re-paint our Sanctuary 
at the end of the summer.  This was needed as there were many places that had been 
stained, damaged, and faded.  The next was really a charge to finish some work that 
could have been a part of our new addition build in 2013.  The sound in the Family 
Life Center is hard to manage. We struggle each week in worship, speaking events 
are difficult, and large groups of people talking are amplified by the strong bounce 
of acoustics off the walls.  We propose adding professionally designed and church 
member-installed tiles that would balance out that room to make it more useable for 
all the various events that happen in there.  Then, we set aside some funds for one of 
two causes, to meet any setbacks a campaign may have on the budget, knowing that 
past fundraisers have had negative impacts on the yearly budget, even with the best 
of intentions.  The last part is for Evangelism, and that is what I wish to talk about for 
the rest of this article.  
  
We proposed $75,000 for the next 3 years to take us from a church of roughly 175 
to a church of about 350 in weekly in-person attendance, as well as taking us from 40 
or so virtual a week to 80 virtual a week.  The Gospel of Jesus is to always meet those 
who have not yet heard it in a way that transforms their lives and then to do that very 
work.  For those of us in the church, we donõt always understand why this message has 
not yet permeated the lives of those  we know.  But we desire them to experience the 
change Jesus offers, one from death to life.   
  
Over the next three years, these funds would be used to help us market the church, to 
attempt new programming that is directed towards new people, and to help engage 
those new people into ways of living with Grace that keep them engaged for the 
long haul.  Our desire is really to not only reach a new generation with the Gospel of 
Jesus, but to equip them to be the next generation of leaders that the church (ours 
and the greater church) needs.    
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Each and every one of us will have space to work towards this goal.  This will require our fi-
nancial support, and it will require our offering of time, talents, and personal resources.  I 
know that each day I am setting aside time to work on ways to reach those who the church has 
not been effective at reaching in my lifetime.  I pray for this cause, and I work intentionally 
towards efforts that bridge the divides.  I ask of this from all of you todayé  
  
Pray for this vision every dayé at the times that work for you.  
 
Offer yourself to the cause of invitation.  If all of us invite 10 people who are close to us a 
year, we are likely to double in 3 years.  If we are afraid to speak to those close to us and 
only reach to those at the periphery, it takes 100 people to get the same effect.    
 
Talk to me about space you feel the Spirit drawing us as a church to reach that we have not 
attempted todayé it will be the work of not just us who are clergy, but of the entire church 
that help us reach this goal.  
 
This goal exists because it is likely we need that number of people to maintain the ministries 
we love for the long term.  Itõs the number we at Grace were at in our peak of health and 
growth (at each major growth phase of the last 175 years) and most importantly, itõs the num-
ber that the Spirit keeps leading our teams towards as we dream about the future of this 
church.  
  
Thank you for taking part in the ministry of Grace, I canõt wait to see what God does through 
us next!  
  
Pastor Eric  
  



 

 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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Bible Buddies and UNITEkids small groups have been building friendships and learning togeth-
er!  UNITEkids continued learning the òI Amó statements of Jesus through October.  Below you 
can see them building gates as we talked about how Jesus is the Gate for His sheep.  
UNITEkids is open to PreK-2nd graders and meets at Grace UMC every Wednesday night from 
5:30-6:30.  No need to register - show up and enjoy!  

 

All Bible Buddies  groups, 3rd grace through 5th grade, and the UNITEkids 
group will take a break from meeting during the Thanksgiving week. No kids 
programs the week of November 20th.   All childrenõs programming will re-
sume the following week starting with Childrenõs church on November 26th.  



 

 

UNITEKIDS 
CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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Save The Date for the  
Childrenõs Ministry  
Christmas Event!! 

 
RSVP to Emmy at 

ethies@pekingrace.org  
to reserve your familyõs  

spot at this returning  
Grace UMC tradition.   

 
If you are interested in  

helping serve breakfast or 
provide supplies, please  

contact Emmy.   

Bible Buddies have enjoyed beauti-
ful October nights playing on the 
playground after completing their 
lessons! 
 
So far they have studied òGod 
Rulesó and òWe Sinnedó in their 
Gospel workbooks.  Next up is 
òGod Provided,ó how God loves us 
so much that He provided Jesus to 
save us.   
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Jill  Stoner-Crouch and Brionna Goodin 
Co-DirectorĦs of  Youth Ministries 

October has not been a trick but a treat éas we explored   
BEYOND BELIEF: A 4-WEEK SERIES FROM EXODUS ON DOUBT & QUESTIONS.   

 
SERIES OVERVIEW: 
The Bible is full of things that seem almost "beyond belief." Sometimes that's because the stories 
we read on its pages are miraculous ñ especially the story of Exodus. Like, did God really 
split a whole sea in half, speak to Moses from a burning bush, or rescue all those people from 
enslavement? Other times, the Bible says things that sound a little too good to be true ñ like, is 
God really as loving, kind, patient, or powerful as Scripture says? And can God really use 
each of us to do big things in the world? In this four-week series from the book of Exodus, weõll 
explore what the story of Moses and the Israelites can help us discover about doubt and belief. 
We'll talk about how, when you doubt yourself, God can still use you. And we'll see how, when 
you doubt God, it's okay to ask questions because God still offers guidance and always takes 
care of you. 
 
Weõve been making some great memories and  
look forward to many more.   
 
Love, Hope & Peace! 
Jill & Brionna 

RADICAL 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
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Jill  Stoner-Crouch and Brionna Goodin 
Co-DirectorĦs of  Youth Ministries 

RADICAL 
YOUTH MINISTRY 



 

 

 Schedule for the Day 
¶ Church open for Fellowship & History 

Displays 8:00 a.m.  
¶ Worship Celebration 10:00 a.m.  
¶ All Church Pictures 11:40 a.m.  
¶ 175th Memorial Garden & Solar 

System Dedication 11:45 a.m.  
¶ Followed by a potluck & fellowship 

Emmy provided ac-
tivity bags we used 
to have for the chil-
dren to enjoy during 
the service.  

Pastor Eric even wore his pastoral 
robe in honor of  the traditions of the 
past and he entered through the door 
that is behind the pulpit. 

It was great to worship together as one church family!   

Grace Radical Youth helped with the service by 
being liturgists and helping serve communion. 
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Grace 175th Anniversary 
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