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You could say that this has been the motto of Grace since the begiroing to be standing
before God, the city of Pekin and the world around us, then at the heart of it all must be a de-
sire for each generation to praise God and proclaim that work from one generation to the
next.

When we gather on October 15th to celebrate 175 years of ministry, we will be doing so with
several goals in mindWe will first want to praise God, not just as we always do on a Sunday,
but in a way that reflects on just how far we have coiifeen we will want to look at our past;

we can learn so much about who we are by doing justThisn, we must live into this scripture
and look to our futureWe must look at what it means for us to take seriously the obligations
of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Pekin and to the world.

As we get ready for this time, | want to ask you all to do a few things for me.

Pray for Grace daily at 1750 or 5:50Prgy. m. (1
for your connection to the church and for our church to reach the community around us in mean-
ingful ways.

Make a plan to comeBest of intentions without plans rarely succ@ée. easiest way to plan

on coming is to follow the link on the bottom of this note and register for the lunch that will fol-
low our 10 a.m. worship service that mornithi@lso includes you bringing a little something to
share as a part of that meal.

Il nvite someone to Graceé for the 175th sure,
and vision through t hWisis anridea time o share esat we &e mmu n |
all about and what you have invested in as a member of our community.

Support Grace.If you have not taken time to financially support Grace this year, then now is a
great some to do so as we come out of the summer low months, and allow us to finish all of our
yearly plans.
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Go the extra step, consider your donation to our goal of raising $175,000 for the 175th an-
niversary. These funds will support our repairs to the sanctuary walls and painting . . . our
fixing the sound quality of the Family Life Center with acoustic tiles . . . and lastly, our funding
resources that will be used over the next three years to move us from up to 175 persons in
average worship to 350 so that our mission can prepare to celebrate what God has done in
our 200th Anniversary.

Friends, it is truly an exciting time for all of us here at GraoelL are amazing to be in minis-
try with and | know that God is doing great things through all of us!

Peace + Grace,

Pastor Eric Swanson

Reqistration for 175th Anniversary Luncheon

Grace staff meets for a biweekly meeting for
devotions, planning and praying.
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With our 175thAnniversary, we wondered what gift to give to the chutdke all major anni-
versaries, one should consider a gift that honors the commitment to the relationship and the
hope for what is yet to come.With that in mind, we have developed a plan for our
175th anniversary as a congregationVe propose to seek gifts that are above and beyond

the budgeted giving of $175,000This would come from all of us working together to make an
extra effort to see what we might do for this church. Gifts can be made all at once or over the
course of the next year based on your needs.

Commitment to 175 More Years!

We propose that the gift honors our past by covering the expenses retategpainting the
Sanctuary, cryoom, and stairwellsThis work was recenitpmpleted and reflects an invest-
ment in the Sanctuary and our 110+ year old space of worsiWe spent roughly $40,000
on this work in total and are glad to see the space looking fresh once again.

We propose part of the gift to meet the current needs of the Family Life Center by purchasing
acoustic tiles to tame the sound in that sp#cewe celebrate our meal together and you are
walking around, it will be clear that the way sound bounces off the walls in that space makes it
hard for speaking events in generalVe have had some paid sound engineer work done to
model the room, and their proposal would have us spending, again, roughly $40,000 on panels
that would stand up to the times we use the space as a gym and look good while providing an
enhanced environment for worship, meals, and community events.

We would plan to meet our future with $75,000 designated for meeting the needs of growing
our congregation to between 3800 in average weekly #person attendance over the next
three years.We know that not a single campaign or program can do this, so we propose hav-
ing the resources availabte meet the evolving needs of evangelism and the responsive work
that helps people make Grace their home.

Lastly, we have about $20,000 leftovehis fund would be available one of two wayArst,

we acknowledgedhat even with the best of intentions, often times a capital campaign of this
nature will have a negative impact on the operations budlyebrder to respect this, we put a

small buffer into the campaign to offset any negative impact it Hahis fund is not needed

to offset any negative impacts and we meet the operating budget while the campaign is hap-
pening, then we as a congregation would have a vote on how to use these funds to missional
impact in the community, thus leaving an even bigger impact on the community around us.

We know that for some, this will be a great and fun effort, and you are ready to support it
today. For others, this will be a yearlong commitment that requires intentional sacrifice to sup-
port. We honor all those who upon seeing the blessings that others gave to support Grace for
175 years, now wish to help us propel Grace
forward into a future for many, many mc
years to come.

We will have commitment/celebration ca
available for everyone as a part of our Cel
bration Sunday.
Peace + Grace,

Pastor Eric Swanson
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UNITEKids have gotten back into the groosemetimes literallyUNITEkids have been loving
the opening song and dance time each wedgkh ey dve | earned o0Jesus Lo
Light of Mi n-eRIEGSTBAAND 601 am a C

Theydve al so been | earning somthatBesuspvesugpor t a
that Jesus is the Light of the world, and that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.

TEkids is open to PreRnd graders and me
ce every Wednesday night from 5:30:30
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UNITE Bible Buddies Groups
Meeting at Grace

Monday Nights THE GOSPEL PLAN FOR ME

5:30-6:30 p.m. and 6:367:30 p.m.

U
C

Wednesday Nights
6:30-7:30 p.m.

If your 3rd-5th grader would like to join a
group, please contact Emmy at:

ethies@pekingrace.org

UNITE Bible Buddies,
Hadley and Kash,
workedondo God Rul es o
from session one in
The Gospelvorkbook.

Bible Buddies will spend three
months studying parts of the Gos-
pel - God Rules, We Sinned, God

Provided, Jesus Gives, and
We Respond.

Santa's Prayer Breakfast

I Save The Date for the - ¥ /Ty AN ErY
Chil drendsl Ministry
| Christmas Event!! Saturday, Dec 16

9-10:30 AM
{sace UMC, 601 N. 4th St.

RSVP to Emmy at

| ethies@pekingrace.org -
to reserve ly

I spot at this returning

. I
Grace UMC tradition. Bring the family for a delicious

1 S . S
| Ifyou are interested in - breakfast with Santa.
- helping serve breakfast dr
I provide supplies, please’

' contact Emmy.
L, omac =mm Yo

Food, music, prayer, and the big
guy in red - all pointing back to

the reason for Christmas -
JESUS!
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Everyone is invited . . .
Join our Chil dren
All-Church, Family Game Night!

“:‘ Friday, Nov 3rd ‘

6-7:30 PM ( -
Grace UMC {

Games, shacks, & drinks provided

Donot miss out
iIntergenerational fun!
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Radical Grace Youth October Plans
A series on doubt and questions from Exodus

October 4th
When you doubt yoursel
God can still use you.

October 11th

Movie night/lesson

When you doubt wha
God is doing, it's okay t¢
ask questions.
Watching:

"I Can Only Imagine”
before lesson.

***Arrive at 6 p.m.***

October 18th

pilic vew el S Youth Activities
plan, God still offers guid-

MercyMe Concert in Bloomington
October 25th

When you doubt God can Arrive at the church by 4:45 p.m, IeavinF

be trusted, God still takes promptly at 5:00 p.m.
care of you.

10/15
Youth celebrating 175th Anniversary

12/5
Christmas DinNd
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Roadliit

MERCYME.ORG

Please register by October 4

Be at the church by 4:45 p.m.
Leaving the church by 5:00 p.m.
101 South Madison Street
Bloomington, IL

(approximately 4555 minutes away)

= =4 4 A4 -2
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RADICAL youth groand Mr. & Mrs. Potato Headpuld like to thank
everyone that participated, prayed, donated, bought a potato &
worked at the Amazing Spuds Marigold Festival Booth.

We are grateful, thankful & blessed at how our family here at Grace
stepped up!

It would take too long to mention every single person that helped, but

we do want to give a shout out Marianne Oltmann & Chris Boo-

herr, Theyodve hel ped keep this-7groufj
months The oObehind the scened effort
beyond a 0v W aamotthanktbemtenoagh.e .

Would you like to know how much money you helped raise?
(Drum Roll, please!)

$4,173.83 !l
And, thatdos after expense

We cannot wait to see what God has in mind for this gift!
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