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 Romans 12:5  
So in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all 

the others. 



 

 

PASTORôS 
CORNER 

 Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 
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The Spirit of God is clearly working in our midst! 
 
There seem to be endless opportunities to see the problems that are faced in this world and in 
our lives.  We hear of seemingly endless wars, violence, economic struggles, division in the 
world, and any other issue that you can think of.  I never want to diminish the real and felt 
struggles that many people are facing as we are living.  While I acknowledge that I want to 
also look towards what we can celebrate today.  We need good news donõt we?  
 
Friends, our church is growing and itõs showing. As I plowed through the statistical reports for the 
church, it is clear.  Our average weekly attendance is what most of us can feel as we gather.  It 
is not always known to each individual but if you worship with us weekly, you can feel the at-
tendance in the room.  Attendance is continuing to grow.  We got back to 142 in average 
weekly in the last year and through the first two months of 2023 we are averaging just over 
150. It is amazing, when we find ourselves today with an attendance that is at our average for 
last year we will begin to feel the room being more empty than what the change in our hearts 
and perspectives desire. 
 
Our church is growing in itõs capacity.  We saw a healthy growth in our congregational giving in 
2022.  While we still have to look at adaptive models for funding our ministries into the needs 
of our 21st Century, we are seeing that our ability to discern the needs of our ministries, the 
abilities of our church and the movement of God in us, are being aligned.  It is a sign of faithful-
ness when the resources and vision of the church align.  God has provided abundantly through 
the history of our church for the needs of today and the ability to continue on the journey in our 
òNext Most Faithful Step.ó 
 
Our connections to the periphery keep growing.  With our partnership to the Union Mission, 
Tazewell County Resources Center (TCRC), Hobby Horse, Pekin Outreach Initiative, First UMC 
and our UNITEkids (and awesome worship sharing), YWCA and District 108éWe keep leaning 
into the areas of our community that give us the opportunity to be the church to Pekin and the 
world.  Our opportunities are abundant.   
 
We have so much energy right now in our congregational participation.  We are seeing a sea-
son of building teams to facilitate our functions of the congregation.  We are witnessing more 
persons putting themselves forward to help with some of the smallest and some of the largest 
spaces of our church need.  This is a space of ownership for all of us as partners in the ministry 
of Jesus here at Grace.  I celebrate the joyful way that many are participating in all kinds of 
life giving ways. 
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Friends, it is truly an exciting time to be here at Grace.  May we all continue to pray for, sup-
port and empower the message of Jesus Christ to be shared through us. 
 
Solar Power 
 
For nearly a year, the church has been working on a grant process to work with the Illinois So-
lar For All program.  The result of that work is that in late summer 2023, we will be receiving a 
grant funded solar system that will be installed on the roof of the steel roof on our Family Life 
Center.  This will be an estimated 116kW system that should provide about 75% of our con-
gregational electrical usage per year.  To put that into perspective, if the system had been in-
stalled in 2022 it would have saved our congregation about $24,000 in energy expenses.  This 
will come to us at no cost because of the grant we are participating in.  This will help us partici-
pate in the transition to more sustainable energy usage without the expenses that typically slow 
and or limit churches and other non-profits.  We are thankful for this ability to give and receive 
in such a unique way. 
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Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

 

3rd through 5th graders working on door hangers that read, òWhere did you see God today?ó  

Miss Jayme reading to the PreK-1st grade class 

Follow òUNITEkids Pekin UMCó on Facebook 

UNITEkids will continue to meet at Grace UMC through the end of March.  In April and May, 

Wednesday nights will be at Pekin First UMC from 5:30-6:30.  Thereõs still time for kids in pre-

school through 5th grade to UNITE with the group before the end of the school year! 



 

 

April 5th Unitekids will move to First UMC (1315 Court St in Pekin) 

 
They will stay there for the rest of the school year.  

Any questions about the program ask Emmy!! A reminder, she is always looking for 
helpers for the program and various UNITEkids activities! 
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 Youth Ministries  

Bible Stories  
with Booher 
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Church News 

Sermon Series 
Some assembly required We will explore the 

faith practices that build us together into be-

ing faithful followers of Jesus as we journey 

on this Lenten Journey to resurrection and 

Easter morning. 

 

Susannah Circle 
Resumes regularly scheduled meetings this 
month and will meet Thursday, March 23 at 
9:00am. If you are interested in joining this 
group, please contact the office or talk with 
Carol Booth.  

 

Softball Team  
Softball  season is quickly approaching.  If 

you are interested in joining the Grace Soft-

ball Team please talk with Chris Booher.  The 

team would like to thank everyone for their 

generous donations for the chili fundraiser.  A 

little over $800 was raised. This money goes 

to cover the entrance fees for the league, the 

cost of  uniforms for new members, and if 

there is money left over it will be used to buy  

equipment. 

Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 
The church office hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30am-4:30pm. The office is 
closed from 12:00pm-1:00pm for lunch.  The 
office is closed every Friday-Sunday.  
 
The church office closes for some holidays and 
these are recorded on the web-site calendar 
and notification is given in the weekly email.   

Book Club 
Book club will meet Tuesday, March 14, 
10:00am at the library of Pekin Estates. All 
are welcome! If you need more information or 
have questions, call Sandy Isenburg 309-241-
1411.  
 

Facebook 
If you enjoy Facebook, be aware that Grace 

United Methodist Church does have a presence 

there.  Check out the following groups! 

 

¶ UNITEkids Pekin UMC: UNITEkids has its 

own group for the parents and kids.  Go 

here to see pictures that are posted from 

the weekly activities or more information 

about the upcoming events. 

¶ Grace United Methodist Church: This is the 

main church site.  The church posts live ser-

vices here every week along with periodic 

posts.  

¶ Radical Youth Ministry-Pekin Grace UMC:  

They are posting information about upcom-

ing events on this group page.  Sometimes 

pictures are also being shared.      

¶ Pekin Grace UMC Prayer Group: The 

church posts  the prayer list to this  closed 

group.    

 

We are still developing this resource.  If this is 

an area you are interested serving, please let 

the office know.  If your group would like to 

share their activities to the main church page 

please let the office know.  You create the 

post, make it public, and the office will share it 

to the group page.  

 

Community Prayer Breakfast 
The Pekin Chamber of Commerce Prayer-

Breakfast will once again be held at Grace. If 

you would like to reserve your tickets or would 

like more information, please go to 

www.pekinchamber.com.  The date for the 

breakfast will be March 10; doors will open at 

7:15am.  The keynote speaker will be Heather 

Robinson.   

https://pekinchamber.com/community-prayer-breakfast-2023/


 

 

Grace Notes Pictures 
The office would like to thank the different peo-

ple who have provided pictures for our Grace 

Notes issues.  Just a reminder if you take pic-

tures of an activity your group is having and are  

interested in having it put in the Grace Notes or 

onto Facebook, please send these pictures and 

a small write up about the activity to the secre-

taryõs email. Not all pictures may be used due 

to space in the publication. It is hard to go to 

every activity and get reports on each one, ao 

your help in obtaining information, and pictures,  

is greatly appreciated.  
 

 

Save These Easter Dates! 
Holy Week April 2-April 8 
April 6 Maundy Thursday Service, 6pm, at First  
April 7 Good Friday Service, 7pm, at Grace  
April 8 No Chapel come Celebrate on Easter  

April 8 UNITEkids Egg Hunt at Grace (lawn) 

7:30pm Nursery-Preschool Hunt 

8:00pm Kindergarten-5th Grade Hunt 

 
Easter Services at Grace on April 9 
Sunrise Service, 6:30am outside on patio  

In inclement weather sunrise will move to  chapel 

Contemporary Service, 9am, GFFLC 

Traditional Service, 11am, Sanctuary 
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Church News 

Open Gym 
Just to let you know, we have these lovely facili-

ties here at Grace and we encourage you to use 

them for health and fitness.  If you ever want to 

come by and use the gym, our gym is available 

and open during our office hours of 8:30am-

4:30pm, Monday through Thursday. Be aware 

the office is closed from 12:00pm-1:00pm for 

lunch and the gym will not be accessible.   

 

Weõd love to have you stop by to walk, run or 

even shoot some hoops.  This is a safe place to 

exercise during the winter months and a cool 

place during the heat of the summer. All sched-

uled activities will take precedent over the open 

gym and we ask if a group is using the facilities 

or on the schedule, please come at a different 

time.   

 

Donate Candy 
Donate bags of candy for the Glow in the Dark 

Egg Hunt!  There will be a box in the office 

where donations can be placed. Sunday, March 

19 will be the cut-off date for the donations.  

Candy donated should be nut free and not in-

clude peanut butter.  We want to make sure the 

children with severe allergies can also enjoy this 

event.  

Greetings from the GRACE UMC Leadership Team!  
Board Members are: Alisha Dault, Brian Garman, Mason Tennel, Michelle Hunt, Greg Ranney,  

Rich Kriegsman, Dale Golden, Marj Oesch, Eric Swanson 
 

At our February meeting, we finished the 2023 goals. This year we want to focus on creating a 

sense of community inside and outside of the walls of Grace Church. We have set dates for the 

2023 Town Hall meetings as well as combined worship services to allow for continued fellowship 

while giving updates on the state of the church.  
 

We are very excited to share that the Solar Panel project is moving forward with the grant from 

Illinois Solar For All.  This will allow for significant savings on our Ameren bill. Installation is projected 

for late summer and power will be turned on latest by November 1st. More details to come.     
 

The team continues to update forms and documents through a process review. This has been a tedi-

ous task and much overdo. 
 

We are looking for innovative ways to grow Grace Church. Please reach out to a board member 

with any ideas, questions or comments, or feel free to attend a board meeting. The Leadership Team 

meets monthly typically on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM.  All are welcome to attend.   
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Church News Ash Wednesday 

This was such a wonderful evening of reflection and togetherness.  
We were able to spend the evening with the UNITEkids, their fami-
lies and First United Methodist Church.  We met some new faces and 
enjoyed a blessed evening.  This was the first combined service for 
both churches.  Pastor Eric gave the message and both Pastors im-
posed the ashes.  It was a wonderful way to begin the season of 
lent. We will have additional combined services during Holy Week 
for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Maundy Thursday will be 
at First UMC and Good Friday Service will be at Grace. 

ñRemember that you are dust,  
and to dust you shall return.ò 
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Church News 
Combined Worship Weekend 

Pastor had this to say about the combined worship weekend: 

òWow friends, it was great to see so many of you on this past Sunday's combined worship ser-

vice. If you missed it, it is worth checking out on the Grace app. We really want to keep build-

ing community with one another, so keep making the efforts to get to know each other while 

inviting new people to meet Jesus here at Grace. ò 

Afterwards, the board provided a wonderful  soup and 
sandwich luncheon for the church. The soup was pur-
chased through TCRC.  A love offering was taken and 
all proceeds went into the operating fund.  Thank you 
to all who worked hard to make this a success! 
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Church News Welcome New Members! 

We are excited to welcome three new members to Grace!  Karen Hohimer joined  the Church in 
January, we are so happy to have her as part of our church family.   February 12, we were 
doubly blessed to welcome Jim and Maggie Miller into the church.    
 
We are so thankful these precious souls have decided to join us as members  at Grace.  Please 
take the time to welcome them and let them know how wonderful it is to have them here.  
 
If you have thought about joining us in our ministry and would like to join the church, please fill 
out the form on the app, call the church office or talk with Pastor Eric.  We will get you connect-
ed.  
  
This church is not complete without you!  We  definitely celebrate when we are able to welcome 
you into our flock. 

Jim & Maggie Miller 

Karen Hohimer 


