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January is a great time for all of us to refocus and move forward
with our goals. Many of the sermon series we have planned for this
year will lead us individually or corporately as a church forward in

ways that not only enhance our lives but those of our family and
friends. Be sure to share that hope, that dream and that focus with

others as we lean into 2023.
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This month, | am going to keep my piece shbk. have all had the fullness of Christmas
and New Years upon usVe have both been poured into and poured out dhis month |

want to acknowledge the need for winter and reghe land is cold, unplowed and simply,
maintained. That is how many of us approach January (unless you have a wild New Years
goal). | want to encourage you to be calm, be still, enjoy a warm cup of tea and absorb all
that you participated in this Christmas seasaining it space to absorb will allow you to be

in a space to utilize that gift into the futur@od uses these Sabbath like spaces to prepare

us to do our workSo, if January is winter, enjoy the rest... spring is around the corner with
the great work that God has for us to be done just on that horizon.

Peace + Grace,
Rev. Eric N. Swanson

Multiplying Jesus' Followers Through God's Grace
www.pekingrace.org
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The Childrends Chri st me
was full of energy, excitement, and

JESUS! Thank you to the kiddos for

working so hard to share the good news

of Jesusds arrival on e
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UNITEkids is BACK

Weekly starting January % 2023!!

Come join us!

Meets every Wednesday at Grace UMC from 5&@30!

Transportation to UNITEKkids is available
Contact Emmy at 36867-0595 for a ride.
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Friends, | am sad to announce that Greta Long will be leaving us at the end
of January. For the last two and a half years she has been leading our youth
ministry while working diligently on her degrees for moving into ministry and
counseling. As she has progressed toward that long term goal, the cost of
time to her schoolwork and clients she has started to see with our ministry has
progressed to the point where she would compromise one of them to do all of
them and so with great wisdom she is moving forward toward her calling and
ministry. | want to thank Greta for her hard work; we will officially do that
together on January 29th. Our leadership board will begin looking at ways

to continue our youth ministry program and after our January meeting we will
update everyone with more information. Please keep Greta and our youth in
your prayers.
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Evening by the Fire
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The Grace Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra presented the annual Christmas Choir on
December 18, 2022.The 45 voices in the choir and the 20 piece orchestra per-
formed "Let There Be Christmas" composed by Joseph Miactintained many

beloved Christmas Carols including "O Little Town of Bethlel&ith," Still, Still, ™

Silent Night, " and "In the Bleak Midwintefhie cantata also included a Carol sing

for the congregationNarrated by Grant Golden, the cantata was accompanied by
Pat Knight and Tom Boofhhe Sanctuary was full to hear this great work, and it

was so beautifully presented. It was a joy for all!
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Church News

This year we welcomed back
real candles at all
Christmas Eve services!

The meaning behind this tra-
dition, spreading the love of
Jesus reinforced by passing
the light, is extremely
impactful.

Spread Godds | ove
this year in
everything you do, and be
the light that shines for others.

Happy New Year!

Wl b!!lw, HAHO LIST A Y 3INI
t-38 wmn



