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For the needy shall not always be
forgotten, and the hope of the poor
shall not perish forever.

Psalm 9:18
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Novembers are strange months for clergy. We are head long into Christmas planning, ser-
mon writing and even looking out into the Lent & Easter seasons that are very quickly coming
up on the horizon. We are often times looking at the review of the church in our efforts for
the year that we are in. We will typically have the yearly business meeting (Charge Con-
ference) of the church and all of the budgeting, reviews and such that follow that work.

Then, we are also called to not only remember the saints that have gone on before us with
All Saints Day but we are then rounding out the month with Thanksgiving. Who knew that
such a boring month for many could be such a wild ride.

As | buckle up for this November, | am in need of your prayers.

Please pray for all of those things that we have listed in the first paragraph, as well as the
work of the church at our denominational level. In 2019, | was elected as one of the dele-
gates to the 2020 General Conference and with that role, to the 2020 Jurisdictional Confer-
ence. The General Conference is the work of setting the rules, guidelines and focus of the
global denomination and that happens every 4 years. The Jurisdictional Conference hap-
pens ever 4 years as well, but it represents 1 of 5 geographic areas in the United States
and in this space we elect Bishops to serve and appoint them to locations to serve. We also
direct missions and funds around the Jurisdiction based on the priorities seen between all of
our Annual Conferences.

Those Conferences were postponed in 2020 due to CO¥/#dd the General Conference

is now set for 2024 (with COVID came a host of travel bans and restrictions that have made
it impossible to get the duly elected delegates from many countries to the US before that
date). Because the Jurisdictional Conference is more regional, we are going to be holding
conferences to allow Bishops who need to retire to do so and to fill vacated spaces that
have required Bishops to serve multiple episcopal areas.

In our Jurisdiction, we are going to be electing 3 bishops at this time. | share all of this with
you for two reasons. It is unique to have a lay or clergy person from your church serving in
this capacity, and | want you aware of this and thank you for the time and energy that

needs to be focused on such an important task. WE all need your prayers in this discernment
season so that the church may discern the best possible leaders for the best possible future
that God is calling us into. Thank you in advance for those

prayers and the work they are offering the United Methodi
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Twelve children received Bibles at worship and UNITEKids this year! Tha
you to the Grace UMC congregation for your giving, which allowed us to b
Bi bl es engraved with the kidsd na
gifts and excited to start learning from them.
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UNITEKids is gathering every Wednesday night from-6:30 at
Grace. The church playground continues to be an awesome s
for reaching new kids and famili@snany of whom are now atten
ing UNITEkids and some starting to worship with us.

Praise God for connecting us to His children!

Save the date forth€ h i |
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SAT, DEC 3RD | 67:30 PM
 GRACE UMC
601N 4THST, PEKIN -

Transportation to UNITEKkids is available
Contact Emmy at 36867-0595 for a ride.
All children PreBth grade are invited!
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The church van was a blessing for this church to have and it definitely served a wonderful pur-
pose here at Grace. Unfortunately as with all things, time has taken a toll on the reliability of
the van. The engine could not be rebuilt due to a cracked block so in the interests of getting the
most out of the van (and paying the least to have it hauled away) it was used as a fundraiser
for the church youth. You could pay $20 for 3 swings on the old van. All the donations were
given to the youth program. Over $2,300 was raised through this event.

Once the fundraising time was overé..and eve
as training for the fire department. You may ask how the fire department can use a partially
smashed up van? The fire department was able to practice using the tools they would use in a

real life situation if someone was trapped in their vehicle after an accident. The familiarity they
gained with the tools they used provided the fire fighters the experience they need to shave

minutes off a rescue.

The plus side for the church is not only coul
able to be hauled away without a cost to the church.
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