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August 2022 

And [His gifts to the church were varied and] He Himself 
appointed some as apostles [special messengers, repre-
sentatives], some as prophets [who speak a new message 
from God to the people], some as evangelists [who 
spread the good news of salvation], and he did this to  
fully equip and perfect the saints (God’s people) for 
works of service, to build up the body of Christ [the 
church]; until we all reach oneness in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God, [growing spiritually] to 
become a mature believer, reaching to the measure of 
the fullness of Christ [manifesting His spiritual complete-
ness and exercising our spiritual gifts in unity].   

 Ephesians 4:11-13 



 

 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus 

 

Partners in ministry, 
 
August is a strange month.  When we hit the start of it, we are at the peak of our summer 
heat and still dreaming of swimming pools.  With the middle of August comes the turn to 
school returning.  We end it with the launch into Labor Day weekend and the idea that fall 
must be coming upon us any moment.   
 
This year at Grace, we are going to take our time in August to try something 
new.  Traditionally I like to preach a Mission/Vision sermon series at the end of September 
into the middle of October.  This year we hope to do this sooner, but I also want us all to be 
ready for that work.  Because of this, we are going to have the work of this August be a ser-
mon series called "FOR: GRACE". In September, we will have "FOR: PEKIN".   
 
With FOR: GRACE, we will look at the theology behind our faith, why we are called Grace, 
our mission work and so much more.  Before we can be sent out to do the work that our Mis-
sion and Vision series will be all about, we need to be sure that we are all on point for the 
"why" we believe and do what we do as a church and as individuals.  
 
Once we have the "why" down, we will be able to open up our ministry work with a new set 
of eyes and see exactly what God is doing through us in ways that reflect God's hope for 
us.   
 
At the end of the August series, we will have an opportunity for those who have not ever 
been baptized to be baptized.  We will have a space for those who have been baptized to 
remember their baptism by touching the water or even using our tank at the 9:00am service 
to go beneath the water.  And for anyone who, now knowing the why of faith, wish to join 
our church for the mission may do so in membership on August 28th.  If you wish to partici-
pate in this, please reach out to Pastor Eric by August 22nd. 
 
We are always excited for what the spirit of God is doing in our midst.  Please be in prayer 
for our church together.  
 
 
Peace + Grace, 
 
Rev. Eric N. Swanson 
Multiplying Jesus' Followers Through God's Grace 
www.pekingrace.org  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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There will be backpack blessing activity to kick-off  the new school year 
August 14 at 5 p.m. Meet at Grace UMC in the Gary Ford Family Life 

Center.   Don’t forget to bring your backpack! 

The weekly program will return starting Wednesday, August 31st at First 

United Methodist Church.  Hope to see you there!   

Last month UNITEkids were on a roll with God for VBS 2022!  It was a food truck party full of 

Bible stories and lessons about how God provided for people in the Bible, and how God still 

provides for us today.  The kids were learning how to provide for others too – they were 

decorating and filling to-go sack dinners to be distributed at Pekin Outreach Center.  Stay 

tuned for a full VBS recap in the September Grace Notes! 
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Maegen, Brooklyn, Aaliyah, and Willow decorating meal sacks 
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Hello friends! It has been such a busy month of work and play and fun! In July, we ventured to 
Waco for our mission trip and you all showed up in so many ways to support our youth.  
 
The mission trip was filled with hard work and quality time spent as a group. If you missed the 
Sunday presentation on the trip, I invite you to go back and watch online! Thank you so much 
for your support of this trip and the work that we do.  
 
Now that we’re through mission trip season, it’s time to start thinking about the Marigold Festi-
val! This year, we are doing the potato bar once again and we need volunteers! We will need 
help setting up and selling potatoes as well as running food and supplies between the church 
and the booth.  
 
If you’re interested in helping please follow this link: 

  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CABAD2DA7F8C34-grace1 

 
OR  reach out to me (Greta) directly! Volunteers will have 2 training opportunities to come to 
(8/17, 8/31 at 7pm) which will ensure that we’re all on the same page.   

 
Thank you so much! I am so 
lucky to serve alongside you 
all.   Greta  

 
Greta Long 
Youth Ministries Director 

August 2 – Ice cream/devo 
night, 5pm, meet in the hospi-
tality area, Bring money for 
your ice cream! 
August 5 - Youth Group, 7pm, 
in the GFFLC for the Night of 
Worship, sit together 
August 12th  - Picnic Night, 
5pm, at the Pekin Mineral 
Springs Park,  Bring your own 
meal.  Text Greta when you 
arrive.  
August  14th – Blessing of the 
Backpacks Night, 5pm @ 
GUMC in the gym, Bring your 
backpack! 
August 21st – FIRST FALL 
YOUTH GROUP 
August 28th – Regular youth 
group schedule Resumes 
September 11-  Youth group 
cancelled due to Marigold Fes-
tival and potato bar 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CABAD2DA7F8C34-grace1
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Church News 

Grace Softball Team Schedule 
Congratulations to the Softball team!  They 
have made it into the tournament.  We are so 
proud of you, but more importantly we are 
proud you are showing God’s love and grace 
with others in the sports community.  
 
Please come out and support this team! The 
The remaining game is scheduled for   

   
8/1 Diamond #1, 7PM 

 
The schedule for the tournament is listed be-

low.  
 
AUG. 15 GAMES 
At Mineral Springs 2 
G-1 - (1) North Pekin Nazarene vs. (8) Prairie 
Bible, 6 p.m. 

G-2 - (4) Grace United Methodist vs. (5) 

Creve Coeur Christian, 7 p.m. 
G-3 - (2) First United Methodist A vs. (7) First 
Presbyterian, 8 p.m. 
G-4 - (3) CBC vs. (6) City Church, 9 p.m. 
 
AUG. 16 GAMES 
At Mineral Springs 2 
G-5 - G-1 winner vs. G-2 winner, 6 p.m. 
G-6 - G-3 winner vs. G-4 winner, 7 p.m. 
G-7 - G-5 loser vs. G-6 loser (third place), 8 
p.m. 
G-8 - G-5 winner vs. G-6 winner 
(championship), 9 p.m. 
Rain dates: Aug. 22-23, Aug. 29-30 

 
College Student Addresses 
Please let the office know the address of your 
college student.  We would like to send them 
an Upper Room devotional for the months 
they are at school.  If you are interested in 
adopting a college student, please let the 
office know.  We would love for them to re-
ceive care packages while away at college. 
Currently, we do not have anyone volunteer-
ing for this program. If you would like your 
college student involved, please send us an 
email with this years college address.  They 
will need to be signed up through the office 
on a yearly basis.  

 
 
 
Dear Grace United Methodist Church  
Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you so much for awarding me this 
scholarship, the money will be put towards 
my education at the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point this fall. 
 

Thanks again, 
Ryan Trantham 

 

Thank you!  

In honor of our beloved mother Roberta 
Moussalli, we are enclosing contributions 

made to Grace United Methodist Church. 

One of the hardest things that has ever been 
required of us as a family was the day we 
had to let go as the Angels carried our dear, 
sweet mother up to Heaven.  She loved us all 
unconditionally.  
 
Roberta loved Grace Church as it was her 
second family.  Thank you so very much for 
the beautiful cards she received often as she 
looked forward to them as well as the scrip-
tures.  
 
We would like to thank Phil Icenogle for 
leading the service with such grace and kind-
ness.  It meant the world to our family. 
 

Sincerely, 
Suzette Seidel and Leslie Moussalli 

 

New Sermon Series 
FOR: GRACE we will look at the theology 
behind our faith, why we are called Grace, 
our mission work and so much more.  Before 
we can be sent out to do the work that our 
Mission and Vision series will be all about, 
we need to be sure that we are all on point 
for the "why" we believe and do what we do 

as a church and as individuals.  
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Church News 

 
John “Jack” B. Hall was selected to 
be on the honor flight, a one-day 
trip to Washington DC, on  June 
2nd, 2022. His grandson, Matthew 
King,  was  his chaperone for this 
trip. Jack served from 1955-1959 
playing in the US Army band and 
working in the finance field.  He 
was based in Berlin, Germany, 
where he met his wife, Mar-
garete. Judy Gordon shared a  
couple of pictures from that day.  
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Donations of School Supplies 
Hello Grace Friends, 
It will soon be time for all of Pekin's students 
to return to school. Each year, the members 
of Grace United Methodist Church donate 
supplies to needy children of District 108. 
Lynne is always amazed and grateful for 
the generosity of our church. The students 
that receive our gifts come from families 
that are impoverished or even homeless. 
 
Thank you, in advance, for donating sup-
plies for these kids. If funds are given, they 
will be used to purchase new underwear, 
shoes, socks, and coats. Besides school sup-
plies, these items are needed very much.  
 
Since they have a good supply of some 
items, still in storage, the list is shorter this 
year. The following items would be 
appreciated... 

Kleenex 
Post-it notes 

glue sticks, Elmer's glue 
primary scissors, large scissors 

washable markers, regular markers, dry 
erase markers, highlighters 

composition notebooks 
3 ring binders, trapper keepers 
folders with pockets and prongs, 

calculators 
head phones, ear buds 

 
Supplies will be collected through August 
28th. Place in the brown bin in the lobby. 
Thank you, again for loving Pekin kiddos. 

Lynne Johnson 

TCRC Cleaning Service 
Grace Church is excited to announce that 
we have accepted a cleaning contract with 
TCRC, INC.  This is a program run alongside 
TCRC.  The plan is that the group will be 
coming to clean on Mondays and Thursdays 
starting August 1st.  It is wonderful to think 
that we will be serving the community while 
being served.   
 
Please continue to help the staff keep the 
church clean and litter free.  Monitor the 
areas you are in.  If trash cans have food in 
it from church activities or need to be re-
placed before TCRC gets here, make sure 
to either put the bag into the red trash bin 
in the kitchen or take it directly out to the 
dumpster.   
  
Let the office know if an area needs special 
attention or cleaned. If it is a small job, take 
care of the area yourself. We will be com-
municating with TCRC via a cleaning log.  
Currently, the understanding is we will con-
tinue leaving the janitor closet open and 
accessible, so you can help take care of any 
cleaning issues that arise.   TCRC will be 
supplying their own cleaning products.   The 
church will be maintaining their own clean-
ing products.  Please use the cleaning prod-
ucts from the bottom two shelves in the clos-
et labeled, “Grace Cleaning Products.” All 
of the church’s cleaning needs and supplies 
will be ordered by the office. Let the office 
know when you use the last of an item.  
 
Just a reminder, we are still in the process 
of figuring out how this change will affect us 
here at Grace.  One way we know this will 
have an effect, is with the set-ups for spe-
cial events, i.e dinners.  The office is asking 
that a form be filled out in advance of the 
activity with a set up diagram. We are hop-
ing to have volunteers willing to help with 
these last minute set-ups.  If you’d like to 
help with set-ups, let the office know.  
Please be patient as we figure out the best 
way to proceed.  
 

AUGUST 2022 pekingrace.org 
Page 9 

Church News 



 

 

Potato Bar Sign-Up 
If you’re interested in helping with this fund-
raiser event, please follow this link to make 
the commitment:  
 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/10C0F4CABAD2DA7F8C34-grace1 
 
OR  reach out to Greta directly!  
 
Volunteers will have 2 training opportunities 
(8/17, 8/31 at 7pm) Please come to one of 
them if you sign-up.  
 

Town Hall Meeting 
The next Town Hall meeting will be August 
21 at 10:15am between the services.  This is 
an opportunity to find out what the board 
has been working on.  It is also an oppor-
tunity to  ask questions of the board or help 
clarify anything you have questions about.   
 

Return Keys 
If you were given a physical key to get into 
the church during the construction work, 
please return it now that the work is com-
plete. The card system is back up and run-
ning.  If you have any keys at home for the 
church or Mason Building that you are no 
longer using please return to the office. 
Thanks!  
 

Future of Grace Café  
If Grace Café is to continue we need some-
one willing to organize and lead this month-
ly event.  We do have a person willing to 
cook for the event.  Currently, the food pan-
try is operating on an additional date to 
cover the lack of the café.   
 
If you are interested in continuing this pro-
gram and would like to lead and organize 
it, please speak with Pastor Eric about the 
opportunity.  
 
 

Evening by the Fire: Night of Worship 
Come worship with us at Grace.  The Even-
ing by the Fire Band will lead us in a night 
of worship on August 5.  They have been 
working hard on brand new worship songs 
and would love to lead our hearts and 
minds in worship.  It will be held in the Gary 
Ford Family Life Center, and it will start at 
7pm.  
 

Radical Devotional/Sweet Spot 
Meet at the Church on August 2nd for a 
short devotional and walk to the Sweet Spot 
for a yummy treat. Make sure you bring 
money for ice cream.  
 

Backpack Blessing 
Radical and UNITEkids will have a school 
kick-off event.  Bring your backpack you 
will use the coming year at school.  On Au-
gust 14 the youth and  children will meet in 
the Gary Ford Family Life Center at 5pm.  
Prayers of blessings will be said over the 
children (and their backpacks) for the com-
ing year.   
 

Baptism/Declaring Membership  
If you would like to join with us in the mission 
of Grace Church and/or wish to declare 
your faith in Jesus Christ please come to 
church the week-end of  August 28th. At all 
three services, you will be able to remem-
ber your baptism and rededicate your life 
to Christ or be baptized for the first time 
and join the church.  You will have a choice 
in how you would like to make the declara-
tion/remembrance.  You may choose to 
touch the water, have hands laid upon your 
head, or be immersed in the water. Only 
the 9:00am service on Sunday will have the 
choice of immersion.  If you wish to be bap-
tized or participate in a remembrance of 
your baptism,  please reach out to Pastor 
Eric by August 22nd  either by letting the 
office know or sending him an email.  
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Update Contact Information 
Please let the office know when your contact 
information changes.  We need addresses, 
phone numbers, and emails.    Birthdays are 
needed if you’d like to be included on the 
birthday list! Volunteers will be calling on the 
offices behalf to update. 
 

Upper Room Devotional 
Just a reminder, the church purchases the Up-
per Room daily devotionals.  These are free 
for anyone wanting to enjoy the publication.  
Currently, we have a few left over each 
month.  They are located on the rack in the 
entry by the office.  Help yourself! 
 

Giving 
If you are watching Grace Church from home, 
you can still give to continue the ministry of 
this church.  Check out the Pekin Grace App.  
There is a place where you can make a do-
nation. It also lists upcoming events, past ser-
mons, and has a place where you can send in 
prayer requests.  Check it out!   

Church News 

Flower Sponsorship 
Currently, we have no one signed up for the 
flowers for August and September.  Please 
sign up on the board by the office if you 
would like to dedicate flowers. We ask for 
a $15.00 donation to secure the date.  The 
money collected will be used to replace the 
silks as needed.  If you would like to ar-
range real flowers with the florist you may 
sign up and then make the arrangements 
with the Greenhouse. 
 

Book Club 
Book club will meet Tuesday, August 9 at 
10:00AM in the library at Pekin Estates.  All 
are welcome. Come with the new book read 
and ready to discuss. If you need more in-
formation or have questions, call Sandy Is-
enburg 309-241-1411.  
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The Leadership Board met on July 14th to focus on two specific items.  First, the group re-
viewed a janitorial services proposal from TCRC to fulfill our future janitorial needs and 
agreed to request proposal revision before taking any formal action.  The Leadership Board 
would like to thank all of the individuals who have stepped forward to fill our janitorial needs 
while a permanent solution is put in place.  Your efforts are appreciated and are keeping our 
facilities looking great!  Second, the group spent time prioritizing facility projects needs stem-
ming from a list created from the facility review conducted on May 31.  Each item has been 
placed in a target year with next step to begin obtaining estimates to understand a budget 
requirements.  In the mean time, you should expect to see activity on several smaller projects 
such as Fellowship Hall ceiling tile and baseboard repair, select Mason building window AC 
unit replacements, and professional carpet cleaning among others.   
 
Two key upcoming dates:  Leadership Board Meeting on August 3 at 6:00pm in the Upper 
Room.  The next Town Hall Meeting will be on August 21 at 10:15am in the GFFLC gym to pro-

vide Board activity updates and time for open Q&A. 

Regards, 
Brian 

Church Leadership Board (Meeting times  and dates will vary) 

Barb Berardi, Chris Booher, Sue Crowell, John Darnell, Alisha Dault, Kyle Harrison, Rich Kriegsman, Amy 

Wilson, Greg Ranney, and  Brian Garman.  
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Thomas Sullivan 2 
Cyrus Polhans  2 
Jane Giddens  2 
Rob Bucher  2 
Lauren Russell  3 
Lucas Bloom`  3 
Don Bevenour  3 
Paul Pearson  3 
Emmy Thies  3 
Dennis Dietrich  4 
Daniel Powell  4 
Josie Wendling  4 
Zach Behrends  5 
Olivia Myers  5 
Amanda McDuff 7 
Christy Burks  7 
Carla Germann  7 
Jarad Presley  7 
Clayton Powell   10 
Josie Weidner  12 
Jerry Witt   12 
Bill Killus   13 
Kerri Behrends  13 
Steven Clark  13 
Gracie Wernowsky 13 
Terry Weiss  14 
Megan Hinrichsen 15 
Lydia Butler  15 
Grace Meron   16 
Michael Englebrecht 16 
Liz DeSchepper  17 
Jeff Allsup  17 
Amy Ries   17 
Brian Cox   18 
Betty Allen  18 
Emma Wyman  19 

Lucy Scott    19 
Phil Icenogle   19 
Lucia Nelson   19 
Michael Greman  19 
Zoey Collins   20 
Avery VanDyke   21 
Jan Herbig   21 
Jessica Geiman   21 
Gary Towne   22 
Darrell Becker    22 
Cooper Herberger  22 
Nathan Mulvey   23 
David Bauman   23 
Tristen Sunderland  24 
Kelly Cole-Bloom  25 
Carol Booth   26 
Lisa McClain   28 
Hannah Martin    28 
Michelle Rogers-Sinisi 28 
Danielle Clark   28 
Emma Cole   28 
Hadley Swanson  28 
Ben Bucher   28 
LeAnne Slock   28 
Duane Hill    29 
Sofia Myers   29 
Sophie Hinrichsen  30 
Georgia Brown   30 
Denise Johnson   31 
 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

309-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30pm 

Sundays 9:00am & 11:00am 
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Tuesday, August 3  
Church Leadership Board Meetings, Upper Room, 

6:00pm 
 

Friday, August 5 
Night of Worship, GFFLC 

7:00pm 
 

Thursday, August 11 
Drive-through Food Pantry at 4:00pm 

 
Weekend of August 28 

Baptism/Membership Sunday 
5:30 pm, 9 am,  and 11am Service 

 
Sunday, August 21 

Townhall Meeting, GFFLC, 10:15am 
Radical Returns, Youth Room, 4pm 

 
Saturday, August 27 

Drive-thru Food Pantry at 11:00am 
 

Wednesday, August 31 
UNITEkids Returns, First UMC, 5:30pm 

Prayer Concerns     

Cathie Ripper 

David Maxwell 

Evan Bonnett  

Jack Hall  

Jane Evans 

For the Family of Jane Schermerhorn 

on her passing 

For Jill Peterson on the passing of her 

mother 

John & Christy Hill 

Kyree Travis (Mom - Rachel) 

Lee Oltmann 

Lyla Talley 

Mark Weber 

Nancy Ridgeway 

Norma Griffin 

Norma Rupp 

Paul Pearson 

Ronald Weyhrich 

Ron Robinson 

Tony Fulk 


