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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

2 Corinthians 3:17 (NIV).



PASTOR'S
CORNER

Friends, we are halfway through the calendar year! Six months till Christmas. The summer is
still new and yet the work of preparing for the fall is already in the background of much
that we are doing. | wanted to take this months’ time to share with all of you a mid-year
update for the life of the church.

First some statistics:

e Our Average Weekly Attendance thus far in 2022 is 140 in person and 72 online for a
weekly average of 212 unique persons engaging our church per week. The in person is
up 5 over last year’s numbers and our total keeps slowly climbing from our 2019 total of
200 per-week.

e So far this year we have received $185,045 in offerings (May total). We had a carry-
over from 2021 of about $18,000 and with that carry-over we are $4,083 in the black.
Though we are behind on the total giving to meet expenses for the calendar year, we
are on pace from the 2021 congregational giving at the same time last year. With an
overall reduced budget compared to 2021 of $35,000 we should still be on track to
making budget if we can continue to be faithful to our support from 2021 and see some
incremental gains to help push beyond the carry-over.

¢ We have not had to shut down due to COVID in this year, though we did have to get
creative to worship one week without power to our main buildings.

e We have seen increases in participation to our Children’s ministry, small group ministries
and many of our historic ministries that made it through COVID are still going strong.

e Our new leadership board has been busy meeting, discerning leadership covenants and
working toward building goals and communication strategies to move us along this multi-
year journey of establishing our church leadership for the 215 century. Though the work
is slow, it is thoughtful and faithful before anything else.

So, what can we see in all of this¢ First, we can see that God’s Holy Spirit is still guiding us
forward. We have stable signs of vitality. There is much to celebrate. Next, the work of
growing into the God sized future that is before us, is going to be intentional work that re-
quires all persons in the church to join in. All of us can make a difference in any of these ar-
eas by following our membership vows of participating in the life of the church with our Time
(worshiping, small groups), Presence (giving, working at missions’ ministries, leadership), Pray-
er (for ourselves, our church, our city and the world), and our Witness (sharing the message
of Jesus boldly in the world around us).

If all of us can commit to playing our parts in this process, then we will continue to see the life
and vitality that comes in being faithful to God’s calling.
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, Emmy Thies
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  Director of Children & Family Ministry

UNITEkids
Pekin UMC

Make sure to get registered for Vacation Bible Schooll We’'ll be on a roll with God Mon-
day through Wednesday, July 25, 26, and 27th. The kids will learn how God provided
for people in the Bible and how He continues to provide for us today. There will be science
experiments, outdoor games, crafts, and of course — food! The Kona Ice truck will be making
a visit on Wednesday as well.

VBS is open to kids in nursery through 5% grade. All nights will take place at Pekin First
UMC, 1315 Court St.

Please arrive 5:30-5:45 on Monday for initial check-in and meeting your group leader.
Start time on Tuesday and Wednesday will be 6:00 PM. VBS will conclude at 8 PM each
night. Cost: FREE!

Scan this QR code to go to VBS registration

Finale — Great Oaks Camp

On Saturday, July 30t from 10 AM - 3 PM, all VBS
participants and their families are invited to join us for
a finale at Great Oaks Camp in Lacon, IL. We will
meet to swim, paddleboat, fish, and zipline (zipline is
available for 8-year-olds and up). Lunch will be pro-
vided.

We request that an adult is present for each family. If
i your kids would like to attend and an adult is not
available, contact Emmy for other arrangements:
309-267-0595. Cost: FREE!

Scan this QR code to go to Great Oaks registration
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FRIDAY, JULY 8TH @ 6-8 PM

NO COST! BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY!

ppppp



Church News

With the completion of our congregational survey, our Leadership Board is beginning the pro-
cess of establishing the teams that will serve our congregation. These teams will meet the per-
sonal, spiritual, and physical needs of the church. As you can see many of these teams align with
the committees from the older structure, though how they will operate, and the time commitments

will be new.

Each team will report directly to the leadership board. The Leadership Board will set the overall
direction, and establish goals, then with the help of an organizer the teams will work on their
unique tasks. When a new need is realized the leadership board will contact various people
who have signed up for the team. There is no limit to how long you can serve on a team (short
or long). This should help people serve in areas that align with their gifts and interests.

The board is still in the process of visualizing and discussing the organization for the new struc-
ture. So, the following team structure is only tentative. The information from the surveys has
helped them come up with some of the team categories and once teams are finalized the infor-
mation will be entered into our church management program and used as a resource to find

people when needs arise.

Team make-up is fluid to a certain extent and as needs or interests arise new teams may be cre-

ated

Facilities
Basic Interior (cleaning, set-ups, paint)
Specialty Interior (Plumbing, Electrical)
Outdoor Summer
Qutdoor Winter
Missions
Supporter (Donations of items or money)
Local Food
Christmas Team tree
Youth/Adult Trips
Evangelism
Youth, Christian Education
UNITEkids
Radical
Sunday Church
Vacation Bible School
Music
Traditional
Praise Tech
Choir
Bell Choir
Brass
Praise Band
Hospitality

Hospitality
Sunday Greeters
Sunday Ushers
Sunday Food
Special Events
Funeral Meals
Mens/Womens
UMw
UMM
Tuesday Men
Sports-Softball
Retreats
Special
Leadership Board
Nominations
Scholarship
Memorial
Sewing
Office Team
Congregational Care
Home Visits
Phone Call Team
Hospital
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Grace Softball Team Schedule
Please come out and support this team! The
season is half over. The remaining games
are scheduled as follows. In the event of
rain, the game will be canceled for that
night.

7/11 Diamond #1, 7PM

7/18 Diamond #1, 7PM

7 /25 Diamond #1, 9PM

8/1 Diamond #1, 7PM

Vacation Bible School

It's Time to Register! The dates will be July
25—July 27. It will be held at First United
Methodist Church. Follow this link to sign
up. https.//onrealm.org/PekinFirst/
PublicRegistrations/Event?
linkString=Y2YzNzU4ZTctYmVIYS00ZGQz
LThmNGItYWViMDAxMGRiMTM 1

DragonLand Family Swim Night

July 8, at Dragonland from 6 PM-8PM,
Grace United Methodist Church and First
United Methodist Church will have a com-
bined swim night at Dragonland. This will
be a fun family activity for UNITEkids and
Radical.

Radical Picnic

Wednesday, July 9, Radical will be having
their Mission Trip Cook Out. At this cook-out
they go over the packing list and last minute
instructions for the trip. Parents are also
invited to this cookout. It is an opportunity
to have any last minute questions answered.
Contact Greta for more information.

Radical Mission Trip

Our youth will leave on their mission trip to
Waco, Texas this month. We will have 3
adults and 7 youth attending. They will be
gone from July 9-July 16. Greta has asked
that we, as a congregation, be in prayer
for these youth. Please pray for their trip
as the spirit leads you to pray. Pray for
safety and spiritual growth. The youth will
report on their trip Sunday, July 24.

Church News

Thank %m/

Thank you for all the donations that were
taken to annual conference. Your generosi-
ty is much appreciated.

Thank you so much for letting us use your
gym! We really appreciate it! Thank you
again. We had a lot of fun and we hope
you let us use it again!

First United Methodist Youth Group!

Grace App

We are in process of making the Grace
app a great resource for the members of
this church. Please check it out!

Under the “events” tab, look to find up-
coming special activities.

Under the “connect” tab you can get to the
church’s website. Scroll down to where it
says website. This will take you to the home
page of the website.

Once on the website, if you scroll to the bot-
tom of the home page, you will see the
church events and the latest news. Be sure
to check these out for a complete list of
church events.

New Sermon Series

Our Imperfect Family

In this series, we will spend a few weeks
looking at the nature of a family, how they
function today and give some fun tips on
how to have a great time together. This one
should be fun for families of all ages and
even for the family of your choosing!
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Repair Work

Thank you for your patience and under-
standing as we went through the repair pro-
cess of the wall by the handicap entrance.
Throughout this process we ended up being
without power for 2 weeks.

At this point, most of the repair work has
been completed . The damage to the exte-
rior has been resolved. We are just waiting
for concrete to be poured and the handicap
door frame to be replaced before finishing
the project.

Radical Elevate Trampoline Night
Radical will be heading to Elevate in East
Peoria., 105 N. Main Street, East Peoria, IL
They will meet there on July 20 at 5PM.
The youth will need to bring money for tick-
ets and snacks.

New Piano

When you go to the sanctuary this month,
take a look at the beautiful new piano that
was donated to our church. It was donated
from Marian Reid upon her passing. It is a
Kawai Baby Grand. We are so excited to
be able to worship the Lord with this beauti-
ful instrument beginning in July after tuning
and acclimation to the new environment has
been finished. The upright piano in the sanc-
tuary will continue to be used for chapel
worship.

Church News
Tidy Up

Currently, Grace Church is without a janitor.
We are going to take this time to evaluate
this position and what is best for the church.
Please note that during this time, activity set
ups will be limited to what is already in
place. If a special arrangement is needed
and the group is physically unable to rear-
range the room, the office will need a writ-
ten set up diagram at least two business
days before the event in order to get volun-
teers for the set-up,;one week is preferred.

During this time, please help the staff keep
the church clean and litter free. Monitor the
areas you are in, and make sure to keep
the areas you use clean and tidy. All trash
bags that are replaced either need to be
put into the red trash bin in the kitchen or
taken directly out to the dumpster.

Let the office know if an area needs spe-
cial attention or clean and take care of the
area yourself. We will be leaving the jani-
tor closet open and accessible, so you can
help take care of any issues that arise. All
cleaning needs and supplies will now be
ordered by the office. Let the office know
when you use the last of an item.

And if you are willing to help with a clean-
ing rotation or room set ups please let the
office know.

Sign Up for Amazon Smile

This is a reminder/request to sign up for
Amazon Smile. The account we use to order
items at the church has earned a donation
amount of over $100 this last year. If you
order from Amazon, this is an easy way to
support our church with no additional money
required from you. Please take the time to
set up your amazon account to support
Grace United Methodist Church. Quarterly,
the church receives a donation from Amazon
for the points earned from the individual
accounts.
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July Altar Flowers

July 10th — Donald Jackson in remembrance
of what would have been his 56th wedding
anniversary on June 19.

July 17% — In honor of all who have July
Birthday’s given by Lila Hoffert

Flower Sponsorship

Currently, we have no one signed up for the
flowers for August and September. Please
sign up on the board by the office if you
would like to dedicate flowers. Currently,
we ask for a $15.00 donation if you dedi-
cate the flowers.

Book Club

Book club will meet Tuesday, July 12 at
10:00AM in the library at Pekin Estates. All
are welcome. Come with the new book read
and ready to discuss. If you need more in-

formation or have questions, call Sandy Is-
enburg 309-241-1411.

Church Leadership Board

Church News

Update Contact Information

Please let the office know when your contact
information changes. We need addresses,
phone numbers, and emails.  Birthdays are
needed if you'd like to be included on the
birthday list!

Prayer Challenge from Pastor

For the month of July, | want to challenge our
church to be in prayer. | want us to do this for
several things in particular.

e The Youth as they get ready for their mis-
sion trip July 8-16

e VBS is the last week of July

e Nominations as they discern our new
members to the Leadership Board and as
we begin the process of establishing our
work teams based on the surveys last
month.

e For the people that we are trying to
reach with the message of Jesus in the
community.

Barb Berardi, Chris Booher, Sue Crowell, John Darnell, Alisha Dault, Kyle Harrison, Rich Kriegsman, Amy

Wilson, Greg Ranney, and Brian Garman.

Leadership Team Meeting June 29, 2022

At every leadership team meeting, we approve the month’s financial reports and review and
approve the minutes of the last meeting. This month we also continued to work on goals, re-
viewed personnel needs, approved a contract for restriping the parking lot, and reviewed the
almost completed construction repair project. But, before we even began the business of the
evening, we prayed, listened to some spiritual inspiration, and considered a brief presentation
on leadership. After an opening prayer, Barb Berardi led us in spiritual formation about the
inspiration of the Roosevelt family, especially Eleanor who was determined to carry out pro-
grams to help people better their lives, much like the United Methodist Church. Brian Garman
led our leadership formation moments this month recalling a previous discussion of | Timothy
4:12 which encourages us specifically to be leaders of our youth in matters of charity, faith,
and spirit. Yes, we are doing our best to carry on with the business of maintaining and leading
Grace United Methodist Church. But, we are doing it as believers who attempt with each action

to rely on God’s message and God’s grace.

Please join us for the next Church Leadership board meeting August 3, 2022.
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Mike Wilson
Cori Swanson
Abbey Carroll
Helen Dietrich
Tyler Stewart
Eric Towne
Jeremy Clark
Emmie Meron
Janni Harrison
Todd Parkin
Margaret Kelly
Ben Steger
Eric Myers
Chloe Ranney
Trey Tennell
Julie Wallace
Joanne Miller
John Darnell
Parker Huse

Thomas Jacobson

Sean Hyde

Kyle Allsup

Lee Oltmann
Julia Oltmann
Amy Meron
Chase Simpson
Sam Poole
Dennis Crowell
Steve Knight
Larae Muselman
Greta Long
Barbara Berardi
Peyton Pier

Lila Beth Hoffert
Stuart Holder
Dominic West
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Noah Steger
Maci Taylor
Braelyn Oberle
Alex Farris
Norma Bell
Cecil Miller
Easton Myers
Amira Bashary
Jami Burks
Alisha Dault
Rex Hough
Dane Wallace
Stacey Melloy
Bonnie Hulting
Rich Kriegsman
Wayne Holly
Nick Stoner
Vicki Garman
Christina West
James Beard
Gloria Ranney
Keith Bonnett
Mary Clinebell
Pat Stark

Mary Johnson

18
18
18
19
20
20
20
2]
22
22
23
25
26
27
28
28
28
28
30
30
31
31
31
31
31
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Connect!

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL

309-347-7131
secretary@pekingrace.org
pekingrace.org

Worship Times
Saturdays 5:30pm
Sundays 9:00am & 11:00am

Wednesday, July 6
Radical Cook-Out

Friday, July 8
UNITEkids/Radical Dragonland, 6:00PM-8:00PM

July 9-July 16
Radical Mission Trip

Thursday, July 14
Drive-through Food Pantry at 4:00 PM

Sunday, July 24
Mission Trip Sunday Celebration

July 25-July 27
VBS @ Pekin First, 6:00PM-8:00PM

Saturday, July 30
Drive-through Food Giveaway, 11:00AM—Noon

Thursday, July 28
Church Leadership Board Meeting, 6:00PM

Prayer Concerns
Arlen Booth
Carol Moorhouse Dahlgren
Jane Evans
Tony Fulk
Blake Griffin
Norma Griffin
For the family of Dale Hicks on his passing
John & Christy Hill
Phil Icenogle
Mike Ingles
David Maxwell
For the family of Roberta Moussalli on her passing
Paul Pearson
Cathie Ripper
Norma Rupp
Brittany Sharp
Carla Terry
Lyla Talley
Kyree & Rachel Travis
Mark Weber
Ronald Weyhrich

JULY 2022 pekingrace.org
Page 10



