
The Bible - Week 34 (September 5th)
Eric Swanson / General
!

John 
Author: The apostle John
Date: Sometime in the 80’s CE
Audience: Early churches of Asia Minor to share the 
message of Jesus and wisdom
Reason: John is the most explicit in showing that Jesus 
was fully God and fully man.  It was really the first attempt 
to share not only information of Jesus life and ministry but 
to expand into the realm of theology.
Theme:  Jesus came to give life (now and eternal) because 
he is God and that’s what God does.
Key Verse: 
John 10:10 CEB
The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so 
that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live 
life to the fullest.

Sections:  Ministry and Rejection (Ch1-11), Passion and 
Resurrection (Ch 12-21)
Key Words: Believe, Heaven, Father, Eternal
Basic Intro: John is 90% unique compared to the other 
Gospels.  The other gospels look at what Jesus did and 
said, John explores how Jesus felt and who he was as a 
person.  Jesus and God are intertwined and nothing Jesus 
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does on earth is without God.
Questions for Discussion:
• John connects us back to Malachi 4:5 with John the 
Baptist.  How does John the Baptist fit those 
expectations and what does this connection do for 
sharing the message of Jesus?
• What happened in the baptism of Jesus to make John 
recognize Jesus for who he was?
• Why does this Gospel start with a miracle of turning 
water into wine?  Of all the great things Jesus could do, 
is it really that important to he teach us something 
about joy in such a powerful way?
• John 3:16 is one of the most popular scriptures in the 
Bible.  It was spoken to 1 person at night and yet it 
speaks to all of us.  Why would Jesus do this instead of 
sharing it to one of his great gatherings of people?
• John spends a great deal of e!ort telling us that Jesus 
was fully man and God, how does that understanding 
impact your view of Jesus and what does it do to your 
faith journey?
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