
The Bible - Week 32 (August 22nd)
Eric Swanson / General
!

Mark 
Author: a man names Mark who was likely smart enough 
to write a simple narrative to help it survive Christianity’s 
infancy while surrounded by Rome.
Date: Mark is the earliest gospel between 39-60 CE
Audience: Mark’s explanations of Jewish customs and his 
translations of Aramaic expressions suggest that he was 
writing for Gentile converts, probably especially for those 
converts living in Rome.
Reason: Mark’s Gospel stresses the deeds, strength, and 
determination of Jesus in overcoming evil forces and 
defying the power of imperial Rome. Mark also emphasizes 
the Passion, predicting it as early as chapter 8 and 
devoting the final third of his Gospel (11–16) to the last 
week of Jesus’ life.
Theme: Jesus as su"ering servant
Key Verse: 
Mark 10:45 CEB
for the Human One didn’t come to be served but rather to 
serve and to give his life to liberate many people.”

Sections:  Jesus Ministry (Ch 1-10), Passion Week 
(Ch11-16)
Key Words: Immediately, Authority, Spirit, Kingdom of God
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Basic Intro: It is the shortest and the earliest of the four 
Gospels. Most scholars agree that it was used by Matthew 
and Luke in composing their accounts; more than 90 
percent of the content of Mark’s Gospel appears in 
Matthew’s and more than 50 percent in the Gospel of Luke. 
Although the text lacks literary polish, it is simple and 
direct, and, as the earliest Gospel, it is the primary source 
of information about the ministry of Jesus.  It has a major 
focus on miracles with 18 in 16 chapters and has a 
tendency to be rap
Questions for Discussion:
• This book covers a lot of miracles, how do you connect 
to those today and how do you see those at work in the 
world?
• In Mark 8:32 Jesus foretold his death and resurrection.  
What did Peter do and what do you make of Jesus’ 
response in 8:33?
• As Jesus gets to Jerusalem we see an awareness of the 
cost of redemption.  How do you feel as you think about 
Jesus’ awareness of his coming death?
• In 15:38 we see that the Temple veil was torn in two.  
What might this signify?
• Mark reminds us that our audience won’t always know 
the context behind us (the Old Testament) but the 
message still needs shared.  How do you translate it 
into modern day Gentiles. 
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