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PASTOR'S
CORNER

Thoughts, dreams, and ramblings of some-
one who just wants to connect you to Jesus

Simplified Accountable System of Governance and Endowment Updates

As our church has been working hard in the past two years to pay off the debt
of the building addition and to work on the rebuilding of our worship attendance
(even during the pandemic), we have also been looking at the needs of the
church for how we function going forward. This has led us into a process of eval-
uating the committee structure of the church and the document that guides the
Endowment of our church.

For the committee work of the church, we are in an informational phase of con-
sidering a transition to a system that is outlined by the Book of Discipline and de-
signed from the work of the South-Central Jurisdiction. This would have us merge
the Finance, Trustees, Staff Parish Relations Committee and Church Council into
one over-arching governing body with nine members. This body would empower
teams to get work done without the normal three-year terms, but instead for the
length of the tasks and programs they are attempting to accomplish. This body
would represent all those previous committees and have the task of maintaining
the common vision of the church while aligning our time, resources, and energies.

This group would be built and then grown year after year by a separate Nomi-
nations and Lay Leadership team. We would work hard to build our governance
documents in a way that there is accountability to the church, its vision and yet a
new nimbleness to how we move more quickly in an ever quicker-changing

world.

We will be creating space for sharing videos with information and having group
meetings to discuss the needs and implementation of this process.
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The Endowment document has been evaluated as of late as we have seen our in-
terest earnings not in line with our expectations. In looking at changes we can
make, we have seen a large number of items that were established with mid-
1980's creation of the document that no longer are in line with modern Endow-
ment documents. We have been working on our document with the help of other
UMC Endowment documents to re-write ours. Our goal is to create healthy guides
and guardrails to our Endowment so that it empowers ministry at Grace for gener-
ations to come. To make the number of changes we anticipate, we would propose
the closure of the current document and the adoption of the new document that
would be at a shared Church Charge Conference. The proposed changes will be
available to any church member who wishes to read them, in print or electronic
documents, through the church office.

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Eric

Meet our 2021 Confirmands: Nola Booher, Savannah Butler, Lilly Doan,
Kendall Garman, Rhenna McDaniels, Julia Oltmann, and Chuck Wyman
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, Emmy Thies
CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Director of Children & Family Ministry

UNITEMOMS ' l

SUMMER CELEBRATION

UNITEKids
Pekin UMC

Sat, June 26th @ 6-8:00 p.m.
pa i u
Dinner catered by One World

UNITEmoms and grandmas
please RSVP to Emmy by
June 21 for the ordering of
food.

Children’s Church is back in action!! Join us during worship services: 9:00 AM
at Grace UMC and 9:30 AM at Pekin First. We will continue studying the
books of the Bible, going along with “big church.” Make sure to quiz your
kiddos on the books of the Bible. It's pretty amazing how well they are soak-
ing up the big words!
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UNITEkids Update

May is such an exciting month, with graduations, summer break on the horizon, and a bo-
nus this year of feeling the weight of Covid starting to liftl It's been an accelerating
month for Children & Family Ministries. VBS ideas are falling into place, summer plans
are being made, and friends are returning to church.

Faith over Fear VBS will be July 12,13,14 & 17h this summer. We have plans for fac-
ing fears, from interacting with hissing cockroaches to riding ziplines to making perfor-
mance videos. The kids will focus on leaning in to God for strength, courage, and safety.
Please be in prayer for our kids and leaders, and pray for VBS to bring us all a step
closer in our faith journeys.

If you would like to help with VBS, please email Emmy at ethies@pekingrace.org.

UNITEkids’ interpretation of Psalm 8:1—God is beyond wonderful!

SUMMER ACTIVITIES
¢ June: UNITEkids Water Games, UNITEmoms Dinner
¢ July: VBS, July 12,13,14 and 17
¢ August: Dragonland Night on Aug. 7 from 6-8:00 PM

Games!

Weds, June 16th
6-7:00 PM

Pekin First UMC
1315 Court St

Bring your own water gun and a friend!
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Radical Youth Ministries Greta Long
Youth Ministries Director

Hello again, friends! RADICAL is rapidly approaching our summer mission trip to Alamosa,
CO and | can’t believe we’re almost ready to leave. Thank you so much for your support thus
far; it is so appreciated by me and by the youth.

For some of our youth, this will be their first mission trip, and for others it will be a familiar
experience. Regardless of previous experience, mission trips always give students and lead-
ers new perspectives, rejuvenated passions, and reignited fires of faith! | pray that you can
join us in prayer over the youth and over this trip as it approaches, and that if you can sup-
port us financially, you prayerfully choose to offer support.

Many of the youth haven’t been to Colorado, nor have |, and | cannot wait to see how we all
experience God in new and exciting ways during our time there.

Support:

If you are still wanting to support the missional work of the youth, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to give. Traveling and experiencing costs are where donations would be most appre-
ciated, as listed below:

Travel:

1 tank of gas = $50

1/6 of a rental van = $200

Experiences:

2 trip t-shirts = $30

We also would appreciate any contributions to our “rainy day” fund for any unexpected
expenses that we encounter on this trip.

The following is an estimated cost breakdown for several aspects of the trip. Some expenses
are fixed before departure, and others we won’t have an exact figure for until closer to
when we leave.

Gas - $800

Rental vans - $1200

Trip shirts - $240

Group Fun Day - $200 (pending unexpected expenses. This year’s fun activity is go-
ing to the Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs so that the youth can experience God’s
creation in a very new and different light than creation here in lllinois.

Thank you so much for supporting the youth thus far. | invite you all to pray for this youth
group as we embark on this journey; and to pray about if you are able and willing to sup-
port us financially.

Your prayers and support are so appreciated!

Grace & Peace,
Greta Long (glong@pekingrace.org (309) 798-4962)
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GRACE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pekin, lllinois

CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY
May 21, 2021
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tlandbell Choir

YYYYYYY

Two and a half years ago, Grace Methodist began the process of commissioning
a piece to honor the service and life of Carolyn Jackson. On Mothers’ Day, our
handbell choir presented Jesus and the Children, dedicated in memory of Carolyn
Jackson, our friend and fellow ringer by the Grace United Methodist Church, Pekin,
lllinois, under the direction of Marianne (Jackson) Oltmann. The commissioned
piece was composed by Cathy Moklebust of South Dakota, considered one of
the top bell composers in the United States. While preparing to compose this
arrangement, she noted that Carolyn was a Sunday School teacher for two-year
olds, a director of the Children’s Choir, a bells member for 15 years, a partici-
pant in the reading program at CB Smith school, a member of UMW and many
other activities oo numerous to mention. The composition is based on three be-
loved songs: Jesus Loves Me, Tell Me the Stories of Jesus, and Jesus Loves the Little
Children. If you missed the live performance, you can catch it by viewing the
Faith Service on Bible books of Hosea and Amos found in the archives on our

website.

The San Jose United Methodist Church in collaboration with the San Jose Christian
Church is sponsoring a Summer Concert Series at Pree Park on Second Street, two
blocks south of Hwy. 136. There will be free food, and the concert is free. Activi-
ties and food begin at 5:00 PM; concerts start at 6:00 PM. Bring your lawn chairs.
June 20: The Gibson Girls
July 25: Anticipation
August 22: The David Melton Family
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Congratulations to our 2021 Altar flowers for June

Grace UMC Scholarship Recipients:

June 6: In celebration of Ron and

Vicki Garman’s 58th wedding anni-
Madison Dunn versary.

Kristin Hunt June 13: Given by Jay and Terri
Greta Long Zimmerman

Jaclyn Mulvey June 20: In loving memory of
Julia Oltmann Carolyn Jackson
Meredith Onken If you wish to provide altar flowers

at any time, please call Linda Gar-
man at 387-2924 (home) or 267 -

Ryan Trantham 1942 (cell).

Kailee Sciortino

Grace Wyman

For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his

mouth come knowledge and understanding.
Proverbs 2:6

Thank you to all our volunteers who
have worked so hard to beautify the
yard outside the church. The
gardens have been watered and
weeded, and the results whisper the

A Free Summer Lunch Program will Glory of God.

start Tuesday, June 1 and run through

Friday, August 13 in the Grace Unit- ) )

ed Methodist parking lot from 10:00 Macel Buss, 90, wife of retired pas-

] tor, the Rev. Gaylord Buss, died
QM—Noon every Tuesday and Fri- April 23 in Coconut Creek, FL. Rev.
ay.

Buss retired from Pekin Grace in
2002. Condolences may be sent to
the Rev. Gaylord Buss, 116 E. Palm
Dr., Margate, FL 33063.
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June Birthdays

Jim McClain
Annie Heberer
Tori Williamson
Jed Bruninga
Dale Golden
Sarah Tennison
Tara Presley
Robert Comstock
Brian Garman
Bennett Holly
Rylan Holly
Duane Bruninga
Jordan Ries

Jeff Hoffman
Jason West

Rod Teaney

Ava McCreary
Judy Holder
Donald MacGregor
Mike Holly
Elena Sherren
Aaron Krause

Mai Bashary

06/01
06/01
06/03
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/06
06/06
06/07
06/08
06/08
06/08
06/09
06/10
06/10
06/10
06/11
06/11
06/11
06/12
06/12
06/15
06/15

Bob Trombini
Gabriella Ranney
Aria O’Connell
Dave Trombini
Judy Brown
Adlee Darnell
Marnie Golden
Alex Farris

Burt Dancey
Dean Allen
Harlynn Heilman
Halle Bloom
Dennis Green
Tom Poole
Sandy Isenburg
June Marsden
Loree Bergerhouse
Kaylie Long

Tori Burks
Jasmine Schultz
Rhenna McDaniels
June Parr

Amy Trantham

06/16
06/16
06/16
06/17
06/18
06/18
06/18
06/19
06/20
06/20
06/23
06/23
06/24
06/25
06/25
06/28
06/28
06/28
06/29
06/29
06/29
06/29
06/30
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Connectl!

601 N. 4th St.

Pekin, IL

3010-347-7131
secretary@pekingrace.org
pekingrace.org

Worship Times
Saturdays 5:30p
Sundays 9:00a & 11:00a

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Psalm 96:1

Thursday, June 3, 1:00 PM
UMW Executive Committee

Sunday, June 6, 1:00 PM
Celebration of Life for James McMullin

Thursday, June 10, 1:00 PM
UMW General Meeting, Hospitality Area

Sunday, June 13
Church Committees at 1:00 PM
Church Council will follow at 2:30 PM

Thursday, June 17
Drive-through Food Pantry at 4:00 PM

Saturday, June 26
Drive-through Food Giveaway, 11:00AM—Noon

Saturday, June 26, 600-8:00 PM
UNITEMoms Summer Celebration Dinner
Pekin First Methodist

Prayer Concerns
John Beard
Norma Bell

Lois Eertmoed
Jane Evans
Tony Fulk, son-in-law of Kathy
and Rick Manz
Jack Hall
Joyce Hill
Wes Icenogle

Jerry Klopfenstein

Lee Oltmann
Gloria Ranney
Brittany Sharp

Jo Trombini

Marie Zaayenga
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