The Bible - Week 12 (March 21)
Eric Swanson / General

Job

Author: No one knows

Date: Likely the oldest historical book 2000+ BCE during
the Patriarchal period.

Audience: This book is so old we can’t know for sure but it
asks fundamental questions of suffering and these
questions are always present to the human condition
Reason: To ask the fundamental questions of why do we
suffer, why do good people suffer and where is God in all of
it?

Theme: Suffering in the lives of the righteous

Key Verse:
Job 42:5-6

> My ears had heard about you, but now my eyes have seen
you. ® Therefore, | relent and find comfort on dust and
ashes.

Sections: Testing (Ch 1-2), Dialogue with 3 friends (3-31),
Elihu’s Thoughts (32-37)*, God’s Thoughts (38-41), Job’s
restoration (42)

Key Words: Suffering, Righteousness, Sin, Restoration
Basic Intro: Satan believed that people would only follow
God if there was a reward attached to it. The suffering of
Job proved him wrong. The suffering of Job also gives us
insight, though not full clarity, on the nature of human
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suffering.

Questions for Discussion:

« What is the character of Satan like in this book? What
is hisrole?

- What has the process of mourning your suffering
looked like for you?

« How were those who came to your aid helpful and how
were they frustrating?

 Not all advice is good advice, how do you sort it in such
a time?

- What is the way that God shows Job how powerful God
is? Was that helpful or confusing?

- Some scholars believe that Job ended without a
reward, they believe this because the language used
there is different from anywhere else in Job. Does the
reward ending help you or could you live without it?
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