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The Bible - Week 3 

Eric Swanson / General 

The Bible 

  

Leviticus 

Author: Attributed to Moses as with the rest of the Torah  

Date: Classically attributed to the time just before the death of Moses in the 
dessert. Scholars argue that the priestly work of the OT didn’t finish being 
edited until somewhere in the 332-538 BCE era.   

Audience: Levites as the priestly class were the first people this book was 
intended for. This book would be used by all practicing Jewish people as a 
model for how to live their lives and make their lives right in the eyes of God. 

Reason: This book was intended to give proper living advice to God’s people as 
they left the wilderness and established the nation they were becoming. Moses 
would have intended this book to show future religious leadership should guide 
the people. 

Theme: Holiness and purification 

Key Verse: Leviticus 20:26 

Leviticus 20:26 CEB 
26 You must be holy to me, because I the LORD am holy, and I have separated you 
from all other peoples to be my own. 

Sections: Approaching Holiness (Ch 1-10) Becoming Holy (Ch 11-27) further 
breakdown the book is usually divided into five parts: sacrificial laws (chapters 
1–7); the inauguration of the priesthood and laws governing their office 
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(chapters 8–10); laws for ceremonial purity (chapters 11–16); laws governing the 
people’s holiness (chapters 17–26); and a supplement concerning offerings to 
the sanctuary and religious vows (chapter 27). 

Key Words: Law, Offering, Atonement, Holy, Sacrifice 

Basic Intro: The book of Leviticus gets its name from the Greek title for the 
Levities or priestly class. In Hebrew the Book is named Vayikra for the opening 
word of the book that translates “And He (God) called.” 

Questions for Discussion:  

• Give us your thoughts on Leviticus before you read it this time?  Good, bad, 
awful? 

• How has that view changed, or has it? 

• Leviticus is about holiness; how does your lifestyle reflect holiness?  If not, 
how could it? 

• The offerings described were, Burnt offerings, Grain, Peace, Guilt and Sin 
offerings. Each had a purpose.  What ways might you perform as specific act 
of worship as an offering to meet the needs of your relationship with God? 

• In Leviticus there are 7 feasts, what ones of these might be important to 
celebrate today as a Christian? (Passover & Unleavened Bread, First-fruits, 
Weeks, Atonement, Trumpets, Booths) 

• Leviticus spends a lot of time in the sacrificial system.  Look up Romans 
12:1-2 and think about how it might shape your understanding of Paul’s 
words to us there. 


