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Genesis
Author: Moses - Traditional understanding
Date:  Either in the Exodus (historical understanding) or 
Babylonian exile time (modernist/linguist)
Audience: This was intended for the people of God while 
they were in exile.  Their history had been taken from them 
and Genesis is a re-telling and history giving to God’s 
people.  This tells them who God is and who they are.  This 
text is about connecting people.  This text is about second 
chances, likely something that they really needed. 
Reason: This book teaches them their heritage and 
redirects their view of who God really is.
Theme: Creation, the Flood, the Patriarchs, and God’s plan 
of redemption.
Key Verse: Genesis 12:2-3
Genesis 12:2–3 CEB
" I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will 
make your name respected, and you will be a blessing. # I 
will bless those who bless you, those who curse you I will 
curse; all the families of the earth will be blessed because 
of you.”
Sections: Creation (Ch 1-2), The Fall (Ch 3-5), The Flood 
(Ch 6-10), Abraham (Ch 11-20), Isaac (Ch 21-26), Jacob (Ch 
27-36), Joseph (Ch 37-50)
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Key Words: Covenant, Bless, Sin, God Said
• Genesis is the starting point for all of humanity.  This 
book is required reading for us to know the rest of the 
Bible.  It introduces many of our most known characters 
and topics that depict and make up our history.
• Genesis is the first part of a 5 part section of the Bible 
called the Pentateuch (Greek for five books) or Torah 
(meaning instructions).  The Torah is the basis for all of 
Judaism and is many times considered to be “the Law” in 
the New Testament.  The Law was their go to guide… their 
life manual much like how many treat our Biblical text 
today.
• The book of Genesis starts at the very beginning, before 
stars and sea, the upper and lower waters, birds and fish, 
even humans.  But, there in that beginning was God and 
God’s Spirit hovering over everything would speak creation 
into being. That first word for God is Elohim and it is a 
plural word made up of multiple words in Hebrew.  It is the 
first sign of the Creator God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit for 
many of us today.
• God began to speak and things began to exist, order out 
of chaos.
 Questions for Discussion:
• Why do you think God created all of this in the first place?
• In Genesis we read that God made us in God’s own image, 
how does that make you feel?
• At the fall is a breaking of relationship and a series of 
curses.  What are those curses on their surface and what 
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are they in a deeper sense (In Your Opinion)? 
• With Noah God is making a second chance moment for 
humanity and this theme follows the book.  What does this 
promise of the dove & branch mean for you?  What does it 
mean for you that God promises to not wipe out the 
peoples again?
• The relationship with God in Genesis is o!en extreme at 
some level.  None more so than between Abraham and 
Isaac (Gen 22:5).  Why does God ask so much and why are 
people willing to go through with it?
• Jacob and Esau are in a long line of brotherly troubles but 
most of them in a simple way are about one person 
choosing immediate enjoyment over future blessings & all 
the works that are required to get us there. Have you ever 
fallen into that trap and have how are you working on the 
long term inheritance of God’s kingdom over short term 
gain?
• This book ends with the story of Joseph, he gains favor in 
a foreign land and makes God’s people great.  This also 
sets us up for the slavery in Egypt.  This is a strange way to 
end.  With Genesis being a book of God making second 
chances for people why does it end in such a way that all 
the people would need a second chance?
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