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PASTORôS 
CORNER 

 Thoughts, dreams and ramblings of someone 
who just wants to connect you to Jesus 

 

bƻΦ мм  ǇŜƪƛƴƎǊŀŎŜΦƻǊƎ 
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For the month of November weĦre going to be trying something different at all of our 
services. Each week weĦre going to come prepared with a difńcult topic to talk about in 
church and have a conversation on that topic in a one-on-one format. IĦve got a few vol-
unteers who are going to help me and sit next to me as we move through these conver-
sations together. We pray that this will be a sermon series that is insightful as well as a 
good model of how to have meaningful conversations with one another. The ńrst week 
we are going to ask the question, ĨWhat is a sin?ĩ.  On the last week weĦre gonna open it 
up for everyone else to submit questions that we can try to answer together.   Whether 
you come in person or online, I think this will be a very meaningful series.  

 
Following the series weĦll be in the season of advent and the last normal style series 
that we will have until we ńnish the entirety of next yearĦs preaching through the Bible 
in a single year. I want to start encouraging people now to prayerfully consider getting 
into a small group or Sunday School that could help you as we all go through the text of 
the Bible together.  

 
Conńrmation  
 
We are going to start having a conńrmation class beginning in November. This class 
will happen on the ńrst and third Sunday of every month in person at 1:30 pm to 3 
oĦclock. On the off weeks, we will have pieces for every participant to go through with a 
mentor or their family. Conńrmation is built for students who are in the seventh 
through ninth grades. At the end of this process, a student may choose to join the 
church as a result and become a full member of our congregation. If you would like 
more information on conńrmation, please reach out to Pastor Eric through his email or 
the church ofńce.  
 
Pastor Eric  
Grace United Methodists Church 
www.pekingrace.org 

http://www.pekingrace.org


 

 

 
CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 

bƻΦ мм   ǇŜƪƛƴƎǊŀŎŜΦƻǊƎ 
tŀƎŜ о 

Weõve had great fun together back at Wednesday night UNITEkids!  September focused on 
friendshipñthe kids wrote a welcome message on the sidewalk to ourchurch friends! 

Amelia wrote òWelcome friends to church,ó and Karl made arrows 
pointing the way to the door! 

October was about integrity, being truthful in 
what we say and do.  As a visual aid we made 
masks and talked about how itõs fun to play 
dress-up or act like our favorite character.  But 
God wants us to take off our masks in every-
day life and be who He created us to be. 

Maegen & 
Easton creat-
ing their 
masks. 

Elli and Lorelei are friends in their neighborhood and at 
UNITEkids.  Olivia and Kira crafting together. 
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CJ, Alecia, and Abbi are classmates at school and enjoyed spending time 
together at UNITEkids! 

Sunday Family Dinners & Fun kicked off in 
October!  Volunteers from Grace UMC 
and Pekin First prepare dinner & faith 
activity kits for families to drive up and 
collect at Pekin First on Sunday nights from 
4:30-5:00.  If your family would like to 
start receiving kits, contact Emmy!  We 
love to serve families with kids in this 
wayñlet us take Sunday dinner plans off 
your checklist and give you time to focus 
on God and family! 

Evan, Kira, 
and Will 
have 
helped 
with              
prepara-
tion and 
distribution 
of dinner 
kits! 

The Dault family enjoying games after their dinner!  This kit 
gave an opportunity to talk as a family about how God 
puts things back together after they fall apart (it included a 
mini Jenga game, lesson instructions, and a meal of pigs-in-
a-blanket, veggie pasta salad, cinnamon applesauce, and 
chocolate chip cookie mix).  Fun + Yum as a family to start 
the week off right! 

Lila loved 
getting to 
paint the 
thankful 
pumpkin kit! 

You can contact Emmy by text at 309-
267-0595 to reserve a Sunday Funday 
Dinner Kit for your family.  Or, you can 
respond via Facebook through our 
UNITEkids Pekin UMC group when the 
menu is posted for the upcoming Sun-
day. 
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RADICAL 
YOUTH  
MINISTRY 

 

Whatõs Coming Up 
 

Radical meets every Wednesday evening from 
6:30Ĥ8:00 PM in the Mason Building. 

Greetings friends!  
 
 ItĦs been a whirlwind since I started here at Grace, and I am so happy 
to be here. Since stepping into this position, IĦve had so many people ask 
ĨHow do you do Youth Ministry during a pandemic?ĩ. IĦll tell you all what 
my typical answer is: ĨI donĦt know!ĩ. However, what I do know is that this 
church has some incredible youth. I have been welcomed with open minds 
and open arms from the youth and from you all as well. I feel so lucky to be 
surrounded by such compassionate, patient, and energetic folks. 
 
 The whole point of me being a Youth Director is for me to help the 
youth of this church develop and build upon their individual relationships 
with Christ, right? So, for the past few weeks we have gone back to the be-
ginnings. WeĦve started talking about JesusĦ parables and how they relate 
to our daily lives. These students have so much insight and so many crea-
tive ways of understanding scripture, and itĦs been really fascinating to en-
gage in conversation with them.  
 
 We are meeting in-person at the moment, and I, as well as other 
leaders, are keeping an eye on case counts in the area in order to continue 
to make this space as safe as possible for your kids. I am so excited to con-
tinue getting to know the youth of this church, and I want to extend my ut-
most gratitude to you all for your support.  
 
 Thank you so much for your prayers, support, and words of encour-
agement!  
  

Greta Long 
Youth Ministries Director 



 

 

name   date 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

J 

UMW BAZAAR ALTERNATIVE: 
 
Because of COVID-19, the UMW will not 
be holding their annual Fall Bazaar; howev-
er, we will be selling:   
¶ 16 oz.. Mascot Mammoth Pecans - $12;  
¶ 12 oz. Chocolate Covered Pecans - $12;  
¶ 10 oz. Glazed Pecans - $12;   
¶ 7-Way Tins - $30;   
and a variety of homemade cookies (sorry 
not the Springerles) at the church on a drive
-thru basis on the Henrietta Street side of 
the church.  Dates are Saturday, November 
14 from 9:00am to 1:00pm and Saturday, 
November 21 from 9:00am to 1:00pm.   
 
You can call the church ofńce at 347-7131, 
Barb Berardi at 309-253-3139 or Carol 
Booth at 309-256-0075 to preorder.  They 
will be ready for pickup at church on either 
of the above dates.   Church members may 
also buy them after Saturday night service, 
9:00 am Sunday service or the 11:00 am 
Sunday service.   
 
We will need volunteers to help on both 
Saturdays; please call Barb or Carol to sign 
up.  This will be the only event that the 
UMW will be having; please help us get the 
word out to others.  It will be in the Pekin 
Times as well.  Thanking you in advance for 
your participation.   
 
Carol Booth, Bazaar Chairman 

Praise the Lord, Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good; his love endures forever. 
 

Psalm 106:1 

Pat Moser  1st 
Fred Vogt  3rd 
Anna Soupos  3rd 
Nancy Ridgeway  3rd 
Nancy Kriegsman  4th 
Kate Wyman  5th 
Ann Vogt   6th 
Peg Gorsage  6th 
Holly Hoffman  7th 
Joyce Antonini  8th 
Cole Stoner  9th 
Dan McKenzie  10th 
Melissa Troutman  10th 
Nola Booher  11th 
Larry Crouch  11th 
Naomi Comstock  13th 
Grace Wyman  14th 
Benjamin Clark  14th 
Mallory Ingles  14th 
Kitty Robinson  15th 
Morgan VonDoehren 16th 
Addy Stone  17th 
John Troutman  17th 
Sharon Danner  18th 
Chris Bergstrand  18th 
Pat McMullin  19th 
Marshall Stoner  19th 
Sidney Graffis  19th 
Miles Wilson  21st 
Ben Bruns   21st 
Catherine Englebrecht 21st 
Drew Hannan  21st 
Lois Eertmoed  22nd 
Ashley Stilling  22nd 
Kathy Manz  22nd 
Eloise Feuchter  23rd 
Bryn Golden  24th 
Jaclyn Mulvey  26th 
TJ Orrick   26th 
Judy Icenogle  27th 
Jarrod Vaupel  28th 
CJ Booher  28th 
Charles Dancey  28th 
Irma Sharp  28th 
Jason Kennemer  29th 
Nanette Mulvey  30th 
Rebecca Onken  30th 
Austin Downey  30th 
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Dear Pastor/Kitchen Members, Hi!  My name is Carla Terry in Pekin.  I wanted to 
thank you so very much for every month pantries.  I appreciate it so very much.  ItĦs 
been a big help, and I need it. God will surely bless your ministries.  Thank You! 

Meet our newest member:  Samuel James Kriegsman, son of Scott and Katherine Legge 
Kriegsman.  Samuel was baptized at Grace on October 4.   

Thank you to Grace UMC and Fran Stroemer for the lovely birthday Ņow-
ers and the friendly phone call.  God Bless!  Gerry Zuercher 
 
Dear Pastor Eric, Friends and Staff,  Thank you so much for the ĨMidweek 
Remindersĩ with the weekly updates, prayer lists, and Home Touch Ac-
tivity pages.  I enjoy all the puzzlers and devotionals.  I also want to thank 
you for sending the Upper Room.  I use it for my daily devotions.  I am so thankful for 
the kind, thoughtful Grace friends and staff.  Thank you.  Norma Rupp 

ĨI was lost, but now am found.ĩ  I couldnĦt have been found by anyone better than you.  
I have my ĨHang in There!ĩ card you sent front and center where I read it every day.  I 
look forward to my Home Touch, and I work the activity page.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you.  And thank you for your thoughtful drive-through pantry for those in need.  
Kathleen E. Woodley 



 

 

Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

3010-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30p 

Sundays 9:00a & 11:00a 

 

Prayer Requests  
 

Lois Eertmoed 
Jane Evans  
Tony Fulk 

Jack and Margarete Hall 
Barb and Duane Hill 
Judy Icenogle 
Katie Icenogle 
Wes Icenogle 
Mike Ingles 
Pat McMullin 
Rebecca Onken 

 
 

 
Thursday, November 17:   

Drive-Thru Food Pantry at 4:00 PM  
 

Saturday, November 26:  
Drive-Thru Grace Café 
       11:00Ĥ12:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

bƻΦ мм  ǇŜƪƛƴƎǊŀŎŜΦƻǊƎ 
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MikeĦs Hunger Walk was held on Saturday, October 17.  A 
total of $2000.00 was raised to support Grace Café, Salva-
tion Army, Pekin Outreach Initiative and Carol House of 
Hope.  Thank you for your generous gifts. 

 
Anyone wishing to use disposable pre-
packaged communion glasses during the  
live streaming church services can stop by 
the ofńce and pick some up. 

 

Thank you to those who provided altar Ņowers for the 
sanctuary for the months of October and November: 
 
Oct. 4ĤIn loving memory of Rich Giddens given by Jane, 
Tom and Tammy 
 
Oct. 18ĤIn loving memory of our grandson Michael 
Dean Cooper given by Norma Caringello 
 
Oct. 25ĤIn loving memory of Pat Crawford and Dennis 
and Daniel Crawford given by Kenny Crawford. 
 
Nov. 15ĤIn loving memory of David given by Brenda 
Nelson and family 
 
Nov. 22ĤIn loving memory of Michael and Bill given by 
Connie Disney 



 

 

2020 GUMC CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE PROJECT 
The Outreach team is planning our annual Christmas Angel Tree 
tradition of giving Christmas gifts to children in need.  Due to the 
current COVID health crisis, we have made different plans to carry 
out this mission.  Some people may want to purchase presents 
while others may want to  donate money instead of shopping .  If 
you prefer to donate money, you do not need to choose a child; we 
will do the shopping for you.  You may mail your contribution to 
the church or drop it off at the church ofńce any time before No-

vember 9th.  (The average cost of sponsoring one child is about $60.00, but any dona-
tion will be appreciated very much.)   Along with clothing and other gifts, each family 
will be receiving a hardback ChildrenĦs Adventure Bible ($18.00).  
  
If you want to shop for a child, you will be given the childĦs information instead of 
choosing a paper with a childĦs name off of a Christmas tree at church. To choose or be 
given a child to receive your purchased gifts, please follow these instructions during the 
week of Sunday,  November 8th through  Saturday the 14th:  Contact Jan Darnell at 620-
3133, and she will assign a child (or children) to you.  She will give you their sizes and 
any other information we have.  You may  call Jan during these time periods:  10:00 a.m. 
ģ 12:00 noon;  2:00 ģ 4:00 p.m.,  and 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 
Please label each wrapped gift with the childĦs name and assigned number, and put all 
of the childĦs gifts in one bag .  Labeled, purchased gifts must be brought to the 
churchĦs ofńce by Monday, November 30, as gifts will be distributed to their homes 
the following weekend. 
 
Thank you and God Bless you for caring and giving to less fortunate children in our 

community. 
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Due to the ongoing pandemic, we are making a few changes in how to sign 
up for altar Ņowers for 2021.  We are moving the altar Ņower calendar 
stand down to outside of the church ofńce starting the ńrst Sunday in No-
vember.  By doing this, we can let those not attending church to come in-
side  the church and sign up for the date they want instead of going up into 
the sanctuary.   
 

If that is not convenient, you may call Linda Garman at 309-267-1942 or the church 
ofńce at 309-347-7131 to select the date you would like.  As in the past, Linda will call 
you a couple weeks before your chosen date to ask what type of Ņowers you prefer. 
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2020 Grace Softball Team 

A Drive-By Parade to show our 
Pastor Appreciation! 


