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    "Hello! My name is Greta Long, 
and I am a Senior at Illinois State 
University. I am pursuing a degree in 
Psychology, and I plan to attend 
Garrett Evangelical Theology Semi-
nary to pursue a Master's of Arts in 
Pastoral Care and Counseling. I am 
so looking forward to getting to 
know the youth of this church while 
also getting to know you all as well. I 
am so thankful for the opportunity to 
serve this church, and I can't wait to 
see where this opportunity leads!" 

Hi all, my name is Sam Neff.  I am 
an engineer turned flight instructor 
born and raised in Peoria.  Grow-
ing up in the Methodist church, I 
had the opportunity to meet Eric 
and became involved in worship 
arts at a young age.  I have been 
able to develop a unique perspec-
tive as both an instrumentalist and 
tech team member for multiple 
churches and am excited to bring 
that perspective here to build rela-
tionships and elevate our compe-
tencies as a team.  I'm looking for-
ward to meeting all of you soon! 

Youth Ministries Director 

Worship Arts Director 



 

 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 

 Thoughts, dreams and ramblings of someone 
who just wants to connect you to Jesus 
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Recently I have been reading a lot of the work of Carey Nieuwhof who is a bit of a futurist in the church.  
He devotes a lot of his time and energy into helping churches discern the best practices, as he sees them, 
for the world we live in today.  Recently he wrote about how Cirque Du Soleil, Monster Jam and Disney-
land have managed (good and bad) the re-launching of in-person gathers and what that might mean for 
us as a church. 
 
Much of this work pointed out what I personally feel are obvious struggles. Large debt can kill a thing 
fast; Cirque Du Soleil went bankrupt in 3 months.  When you want to keep doing your craft, but the mode 
is not available then you adapt; Monster Jam went to fill the TV gaps left when no one had sports return-
ing.  You can have all the Purell in the world and still not get away with a smooth opening. Disney is still  
struggling with even knowing how they want to re-open, let alone with all the rules around re-opening. 
 
What is clear in this article and many other ones from Carey (and others) is that those who can pivot and 
adapt are finding new foot holds and those who cannot may not be here when we come out of this season 
of COVID.  It is also clear that those who do pivot are finding some exciting areas of transformation and 
growth.  The good news for us today is that the Gospel of Jesus is about transformation and growth. 
 
We continue to pivot here at Grace.  With Trent leaving for a new congregation we are making one such 
pivot.  We are moving the Youth Ministries Director to a part-time position and hiring ISU senior Greta 
Long.  She has applied to go to Seminary at Garrett Theological in 2021, and we are excited to learn 
from this her talents of leadership with the ISU Wesley Foundation through the last 2 years.  Much of her 
work has been around discipleship, and her small group leadership has excelled in the season of COVID.  
As this ministry is seeing change in our lives, we are excited to bring  her talents to Grace.   
 
We are also creating a part-time Worship Arts Director position from another part of the previously full 
time Youth Ministry position.  This is a position that will further our talents musically, but more importantly, 
this is a position that will raise the level of skill for all of our team in Contemporary worship and the tech 
team for Traditional.  We are hiring Sam Neff who brings musical talents in Keys, Drums and Guitar.  He 
has been the tech leader for Salt Co in Ames IA, one of the largest single site campus ministries in the US, 
and he is currently a full-time flight instructor.  His attention to detail and personal talents in the worship 
arts will be a great addition to our team. 
 
Alongside these hires, we are looking at ways to bring our ministry into people’s homes in new and unique 
ways.  This fall we hope to launch small worshiping communities in people’s homes so that those who feel 
more comfortable in those settings get more connections but in a way that helps them feel safe.  We are 
designing all of 2021 to be a powerful year of learning and transformation through the Bible with our 
sermons and our small groups connected in a powerful way.   We are pivoting  into the direction of Christ.   



 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Emmy Thies  
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
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UNITEkids is back in action on Wednesday nights!  Join us for an hour of fun, connection, and 
hands-on Bible lessons!  Geared to K-5th grade kids.  We will meet in the foyer at Grace UMC     
at 5:30, please sign-in your kiddos.  Pick-up and sign-out will be in the same location at 6:30.         
We are SO looking forward to UNITING again!! 
 
Please email Emmy or register on Realm if your kids plan to attend, to help with creating small 
groups.  ethies@pekingrace.org   

Life can seem a little chaotic right now, between A and B day school schedules, careers, kids’             
activities, and trying to just take time to connect as a family and with God.  Grace UMC and Pekin 
First want to help its families out by offering Sunday night family dinners.  All through October and     
November, pick-up a family pack!  Some weeks the meal will be prepared and ready-to-eat; other 
weeks we will provide all the ingredients to cook a simple meal together as a family.  Every week 
will include an activity to focus on God’s goodness and talk about faith.  Activities will range from 
puzzles to prayer walks to art and science – fun for the whole family!   
 
We are grateful to love and serve families in this way – please RSVP to Emmy 
ethies@pekingrace.org or register on Realm to help us get an idea of how many family packs to   
prepare.  If you forget to register, no problem, we will not turn families away!  Pick-up anytime    
between 4:30-5:00 at Pekin First, 1315 Court St.                                                                                                                             
(We will be under the awning that’s closest to Court St.) 

mailto:ethies@pekingrace.org
mailto:ethies@pekingrace.org
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Mason Garthaus                                 
received his 3rd grade Bible 

Zach Bruns                                               
received his 3rd grade Bible 

Lorelei Swanson                                    
received her 3rd grade Bible 



 

 

Mike's Hunger Walk 
 

 In memory of Mike Caringello  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Date: Saturday, October 17, 2020 

 
Time & Place: 9:00 AM at Pekin Park Lagoon 

 
Walk: 3 laps (optional) 

 
Purpose:  Honor Mike's faithfulness & feed the hungry 

 
Recipients: Grace Café, Salvation Army,  

Pekin Outreach Initiative & Carol House of Hope 
 

Donations: Please make checks out to "Grace UMC" with 
"Mike's Hunger Walk" on the memo line.   

 
Give them to a walker or turn them in at the church office. 

 

    Matthew 25: 34-36   

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are blessed by my 

Father! Take what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since 

the world’s foundation.”  

And here’s why: 

I was hungry and you fed me... 

The Message 
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RADICAL 
YOUTH  
MINISTRY 

 

What’s Coming Up:  As we head into fall, some of 
our usual events will be missed! We didn’t gather 
with other Pekin youth groups for a back-to-school 
worship night.  See You at the Pole will look differ-
ent and won’t include our annual youth concert 
here at the church. Though some of those trade-
mark youth events won’t be happening, we’ll still 
gather in ways that are safe. It’s great that we’ve 
been able to continue gathering on a weekly basis 
throughout the pandemic, whether virtually or in-
person with masks & social distancing in place. 
Community is so incredibly important now, and 
we’re grateful to be a place for our Jr. & Sr. High 

Current Events 
What a Marigold Festival weekend! While it looked much different this year, we still were 
able to raise money towards our trip and had a great time serving potatoes and nachos to 
the community! Thanks to everyone who gave their time volunteering or who drove 
through .  After lots of time spent working on improving our youth spaces  on the 2nd floor 
of the Mason Building, we finally finished up enough projects to start meeting  there for 
Radical! The 2nd floor hallway and most of the rooms have been painted as well as deep 
cleaned and rearranged. Several rooms have been equipped with TV’s . The hard work has 
paid off and it’s a great space for our students;  we still have more plans to make it an even 
better place for the youth ministry to grow and thrive! 
  
Where God’s at Work 
At Radical we’ve been learning about the prophet Elisha, in our series “Living Like Elisha” 
from 1 & 2 Kings. There’s plenty to learn and apply to our lives from this great Old Testa-
ment prophet!  On Sundays, we’ve been doing some discussions on Apologetics following 
Sunday services at 12pm. We’ve been meeting outside like our picnics in the park.  

Trent Moberly 
Director of Jr. and Sr. High Ministry 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

J 

 
Thank You!!  Once again you have tru-

ly helped answer our prayers.  Our 
families are so thankful for all the 

wonderful school supplies.  Your sup-
port & generosity   continue to 

astound! 
 

Shana Stewart & Lynne Johnson 
District #108 

 
 

Dear UMW,  Thank you so much for 
serving the meal after my dad’s     fu-

neral.  We really appreciate you doing 
this  so nicely—especially  during these 

difficult times.   
 

Family of Mike Caringello 
 
 

Dear Judy (Icenogle),                                          
Barb Berardi brought me a lovely 

prayer shawl.  When I asked her who 
to thank your name came up. 

Thank you ever so much for the shawl.  
It is just the right size and weight wise; 
it makes me smile thinking of the love 

and kindness that goes into such a 
project.     God bless you,   

                         
Sharon Danner 

A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in 
settings of silver.   
                          Proverbs 25:11 

Pat Mitchell  1st 
Angie Anliker  1st 

Mack Cakora  5th 
James McKinley  5th 
Lisa McKenzie  6th 
Beverly Harvey  6th 
Stacy Burks  7th 

Shannon Cox  7th 
Karen Sassman  8th 
Charles Dietrich  8th 
Mitch Mitchell  10th 
Carter Garthaus  10th 

Christie McDuff  12th 
Molly Ingles  12th 
Tammy Hicks  12th 
Jennifer Booher  15th 
Bradley Shindledecker 16th 

Doug Orrick  17th 
Trent McClain  19th 
Ross Schaefer  19th 
Mabel Seed  19th 
Donna Bradshaw  19th 

Melanie Tennell  20th 
Ben Wilson  20th 
Terri Zimmerman  21st 
Mike Ingles  21st 
Chuck Evans  21st 

Carol Stallwitz  21st 
Dave McDuff  23rd 
Brody Teaney  23rd 
Marjorie Miller  24th 
Kim Nierstheimer  25th 

Melissa Oltmann  25th 
Judy Becker  25th 
Gene Harmon  25th 
Bill Comstock  26th 
Jan Block   26th 

Donna Sassman  26th 
Judy Kimzey  26th 
Jill Rimington  26th 
Jennifer Manchester 27th 
Marge Melchers  27th 

Kathy Sciortino  28th 
Jill Peterson  28th 
Ken Herbig  28th 
Tammy Presley  28th 
Heather Knight  29th 

Amy Wilson  30th 
Tonya Bruns  30th 
Bill Feuchter  30th 
Carolyn Huls  31st 

Miriam Circle                                                           
Wednesday, October 21                                       

Noon                                                                                      
Hospitality Area 



 

 

 
 
Goodbye Message from the Moberlys: 
 
As we say our goodbyes to our Grace UMC family and the community of Pekin, we 
want to express how grateful we are for our time here. This Church has welcomed us 
and supported us as we both served in the youth ministry and started our family. Some 
of the most precious moments raising our children happened here, and it’s been amaz-
ing to see the church embrace and love them. It’s been a joy to be able to serve so many 
amazing students and their families within the Radical youth ministry, and get to sup-
port and encourage them. Serving on staff here has been a wonderful place to work 
and grow in my calling to youth ministry, and has been so much fun being around our 
easy-going and good-hearted staff on a daily basis. 
 
To every parent that entrusted their student to our ministry to teach them, guide 
them, and provide a fun and safe community for them, THANK YOU! We’re grateful to 
have had the opportunity to shepherd your child. To every student that has come 
through Radical, THANK YOU for coming and being a part of our ministry. It was hum-
bling to have the chance to teach you about the Bible, help you learn to live like Jesus, 
and get to share so many sacred moments .  
 
It's been an honor to serve and invest in this church community alongside such incredi-
ble people. Our hope is simply that you’ve been able to see Jesus at work through us 
and in us during our time here. We’ve seen and felt God at work in many ways through 
you all! We’ll miss all of you and look forward to seeing each of you again someday 
both as we continue relationships from afar, and when our paths cross! We will contin-
ue to pray for this place and its people, and are excited for all that God will continue to 
do in this place!  Thank you & God Bless,  
 
Trent, Michelle, Asher and Aria Moberly 
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Custodian—Full Time 
 
Specific Minimum Requirements : 
1. High School Diploma.  
2. Must be able to perform cleaning and basic maintenance 

work.  
3. Must work well in a team environment.  
4. Must have a clean driving record and valid license.  
5. Must have effective time-management skills.  
6. Must have a respectable social media presence.  
7. Must be able to receive constructive criticism and willing to be flexible to fit the 

needs of the ministry.  
 
Full-Time Position – 40 Hours a week; $16-$18 / Hour based on experience M-Thurs 
8am – 5pm (1-hour lunch); Friday 8am-12pm; Sunday 8am-12pm.    
 
An in-depth job description can be found on our website:  pekingrace.com 

 

Real Estate Opportunity: 
 
The parsonage at 501 N. 4th St. is going to be for sale.  It has 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, double garage, finished basement, and a three-season porch.  It is approxi-
mately 3000 square feet.   Following the move of our Youth Director in early    
October, we intend to list the home and sell it within the fair market valuation as 
determined by independent realtors. 
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Connect! 

 

601 N. 4th St. 

Pekin, IL 

3010-347-7131 

secretary@pekingrace.org 

pekingrace.org 

 

Worship Times                                                      

Saturdays 5:30p 

Sundays 9:00a & 11:00a 

 

 
Prayer Requests  

 
Jerry Berardi                                                                                                                                      

A child named Deegan 
Lois Eertmoed 

Jane Evans 
Tony Fulk, son-in-law of Kathy & Rick Manz 

Blake Griffin  
Jack and Margarete Hall 

Barb & Duane Hill 
Katie Icenogle 
Wes Icenogle 

Mike Ingles 
Carol Stallwitz 

Terri Zimmerman 
   

 
Sunday, October 11 

All Committees will meet at 1:00 PM 
Church Council will follow at  2:30 PM 

Grace Country at 6:30 PM in GFFLC 
 

Thursday, October 17:   
Drive-Through Food Pantry at 4:00 PM  

 
Saturday, October 26:  

Drive-Through Grace Café 
       11:00—12:30 PM 
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