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BLOOD DRIVE ’ UNITEKIDS (FORMERLY JAMTIME) NEWS: 3
Thursday March 5th March UNITEKids
3:00p-6:00p - Hospitality Area Wednesday Evenings
To schedule an appointment, go online to 5:30p - Meal then activities
www.bloodcenterimpact.org using group code 60996. 6:00p - Children’s Choir

Change the world one pint at a time. 7:00p - Pickup Time



PASTOR'S

CORNER

Welcome + Secure

Beginning in March we are intro-
ducing some major improvements
in our church’s hospitality and
security. We have created 15
hospitality positions for every
single Sunday. Some of these

are ones that you are familiar
with such as the ushers we

have. Others will be new to you
with greeters at the doors to help
you get into the building. In this
transition we will be continuing
to train new people to serve in
many of these areas that allow all
people who come into the church
to know that they are welcomed

COFFEE WITH ERIC

Upcoming Preaching
SERIES: Between

The time has come for new stories to be told. The
" church has entered into a season of new life in Jesus.
| The world has changed and frankly so have we. We know we are on a jour-
ney, but how do we get there?
This Lent, you are invited to step into what is known as liminal space. This
is the space between no longer and not yet. Some of you are already in that
space. Maybe you were thrown into it against your will, or maybe your curi-
osity beckoned you to step into this space, not knowing where it would
lead. Regardless of how you arrived, there's power to be discovered in the
spaces between. Lent is the quintessential between space for the church so,
Get Ready! This season could change your life; I'm glad you're here for it.

with the peace of Christ. All of our
Hospitality greeters will be seen
with a bright new Kelly Green
polo look, and some at the doors
and /or outside will have green
and grey jackets with the church
logo on them.

We are also making the building
more secure. We are doing this
by using our door greeters to help
monitor the always-open doors
around the lobby. We will also
keep the other doors to the
church, such as those around the
sanctuary, locked but available to
enter with the help of our hospi-
tality team members. We want to

Q

make sure that those who come
into the church not only feel se-
cure but have a measure of that
present to them. We are also
cross training this team for medi-
cal issues that occur and other
emergencies that we need to be
prepared for in our world today.

We are excited for the level of
care and intentionality that these
additions will bring to our
church. Thisis also a great place
for many to serve. If you arein-
terested in volunteering in this
area, reach out to the church of-
fice tolearn more.

SPECIAL LENTEN APPEAL

\s

Are you new to Grace? Pastor Eric would love to con-
nect with you and your family. Coffee with Eric is an
opportunity to learn more about our mission, vision,
and ways you can connect. Next dates: March 8th,
15th @ noon

We are collecting soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toilet
paper, toothbrushes, etc. for distribution to needy fami-
lies. Our collection will be divided among POI, Radical
Dignity Bags, and Cunningham Children’s Home.
Whatever you can donate will be greatly appreciated.



RE-VISIONING
CHILDREN’'S
MINISTRY

SUNDAY MORNING
CHILDREN'’S CHURCH AND
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

During our 9:30a worship service we
have children’s church from 9:45-
10:30a. Volunteers assist our Chil-
dren’s Ministry Director Emmy with
lessons and crafts.

Nursery Volunteers work either of our
Sunday morning services as an assis-
tant to our paid staff with Infant - 4
year old's.

Email: ethies@pekingrace.org

UNITEKIDS (FORMERLY JAMTIME)

The UNITEkids Youth Group is for Kin-
dergarten through 6th grade and meets
on Wednesday'’s during the school year
from 5:30p-7:00p. The Children’s
Choir practices from 6:00p-6:30p, and
all children are welcome. A simple meal
is served at 5:30p before our youth
group lessons and activities.

UNITEkids on Wednesday nights has been a hit!
Each week, 22 to 33 kids have joined us to eat
dinner, practice with choir, or play in the gym,
and participate in an engaging Bible lesson! The
kids are making new friends from Pekin First
UMC and are serving in different ways through
packing snack packs or helping clean up after
dinner or helping younger kids in the group.

| have enjoyed hearing the kids say things like, “I
wish we could come to church every night” and
“I'm not ready to go home; | want to stay!” And
the kids have been diving into the Bibles to gain
knowledge (our focus in January) and to learn
what the Bible says about love (our focus in Feb-
ruary). If you know children ages K-6'" grade,
please invite them along to UNITEkids. We
meet EVERY Wednesday with dinner at 5:30
and activities from 6-7:00 p.m.

If you are an adult interested in volunteering
with UNITEkids, please contact Emmy at 309-
267-0595 or ethies@pekingrace.com.
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Events for March 2020

00

Save a life
Give Blood

BLOOD DRIVE

Thurs, March 5, 3:00-6:00 PM

TRACY DE GRAAF, COMEDIAN
Saturday, March 21, 2:00—4:00 PM

GFFLC

EASTER EGG HUNT
Sunday, April 5

3:00 PM at GUMC
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U T H What’s Coming Up
M I N I ST RY 2/28-3/1 - Sr. High Winter Retreat
3/6-6/7 - Jr. High Overnight Retreat

Current Events

In between the winter weather, our Radical group has had some great and meaningful gath-
erings . We wrapped up January with a special night of worship in the old Fellowship Hall down-
stairs. Students led their peers in worship and shared a time of prayer - it was an awesome night! If
you bought a chicken dinner from our Nelson’s Fundraiser on January 30th, | hope it was delicious!
We were able to raise around $340 for our Mission Trip to Louisville from that, so we appreciate
your support. A group of our students and leaders stood out in the cold to get into the Civic Center
on February 6th for an incredible night of Christian music and worship at WinterJam. July may
seem like a way off, but our Mission Trip will be here soon. Our team met for the first time on Febru-
ary 9th to start to prepare. Our new series, Wake Up, which follows a devotional our group is doing
together and engages parents, was delayed for two straight weeks that were snowed out to start
February. The weather will hopefully stay clear to allow us to meet the rest of the month. We had
another fundraiser at Culver’s on February 17th to support our general youth ministry functions like
events, service, and retreats. We saw a lot of church people there to support us and appreciate those
who came.

Where God’s at Work

Following our worship night on January 29th, we were supposed to head into our new series,
Wake Up. This series is following along with a devotional called Wake Up: Rediscovering a Passion for
God and His Word. While our first two weeks were snowed out, many of our Radical students and
parents have still been engaged in this to find ways to connect regularly with God and the Bible to
have their passion for faith reinvigorated.

As for Sunday mornings, our students decided to take turns leading our group discussion as
we read through parts of Acts, especially those related to Paul and his missionary journeys. It has
been neat to see them step up in coming up with thoughtful questions and helpful insights as they
work together to dig into these fascinating stories in scripture.
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BIRTHDAYS

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

Michelle Moberly 1st
Sue Hoffman 1st
junz t5t°ner gng General Meeting
en Stone n
e ond March 12th 1:00p
Faith Harrison 3rd FeIIowshlp Hall
m::gj‘lfﬁg’:’\i:ﬁ ZEE “Cunningham Children’s Home”
Jill Bucher 6th Brooke Buzard - Speaker
Henry Cakora 6th
Paula Witt 7th .
Janet Johnson ot Life Happens - Laugh Anyway
Jason Dorf 8th March 21st 2:00p
geﬁfe Ig_athef g:ﬂ Gary Ford Family Life Center
athie er .
Kath'y o ol A Comedy Show with Tracy DeGraaf
Sylvia Telford 9th Tickets are $15.00 and can be reserved by calling
Jeanne Harmon 9th 309-347-7131 or 309-347-7315.
Joe Schaefer 10th
Sarah Hunt 11th
Madison Dunn 11th Book Club, Pekin Estates, 10:00 AM, March 10
Brenda Nelson 11th
Linda Beverage 11th . .
Lorelei Swanson 11th CWU Human Rights Celebration, 1st UMC, 1:00
Breeanna Otey 12th PM. March 13
Beverly Harrison 13th ’
Ruthann Stallings 14th L. .. L.
Anna Ingles 14th UMW District Mini-Mission, 8:30 AM-2:00 PM, E.
Tammy Seman 14th H
Betey Fannin 1sth Peoria 1st UMC, March 16
Tim Trantham 16th
E‘E” I\/‘l’ulr\]/eyf 1gt2 Miriam Circle, C. B. Smith School, 10:30 AM,
ris Schaefer 18t
Gloria Long 19th March 18
Diane Krause 19th
Brittany Dorf 19th Susannah Circle, Hospitality Area, 9:00 AM,
Bill Stallings 19th M h26
Michelle Hunt 20th arc
Martha Cather 20th
Kailee Sciortino 20th
Jane Plunkett 20th
Matthew Dodge 20th SPECIAL LENTON APPEAL: We are collect-
jester Seman o ing soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toilet paper,
David Kelly 22nd toothbrushes, etc. for distribution to needy
EA";?C g/lrzlclzzyPatton gzg families. Our collection will be divided among
Tom Hulting 26th POI, Radical Dignity Bags, and Cunningham
Barbara Hill 26th h|| r n’ H me.
Mary Myers 26th c d en’sHome
Charlie Wyman 27th
Linda Patterson 28th
Joseph Crider 28th
Claire Whiting 30th
Bob Gill 30th Grace Country, Sunday, March 8, 6:30 PM
Anthony Stumphy 30th
Pat Pearson 31st
R S— 31t Food Pantry, Thursday, March 12, 4:00 PM
Elizabeth Stone 31st
Melissa Nierstheimer 31st

Grace Café, Saturday, March 28, 11:00-12:30 PM



March Events 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday [ Thursday Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30-10:30AM 8:00 AM Exercise 8:00 AM TOPS | 8:30AM TLC 8:00AM Exercise 11:00AM POI | 8:00AM-
Contemporary Service 9:00 AM Blankets 8:15 AM Men's | 10AM-12:30PM 1:00PM UMW 12:00PM
9:30AM TrYam's 4:45 PM Bell Practice | Fellowship Strength Finders | Executive Mtg — Upwards
10:45-11:45 AM Event—GFFLC Fellowship Hall Basketball
Traditional Service 5:30-7PM 3:00-5:00PM
10:45AM Parental 5:30-9:00PM 6:00-8:00PM UNITEkids Blood Drive
Guidance Upwards Volleyball 5:30 Dinner
7:00 PM EMERGE Basketball 6:00 Choir
6-7 Program
(6:h00 PFI{VI hSanctulary
oir Rehearsa :
6-8:00 PM Radical >:30 PM Chapel
6-8:00PM Grace
Country Practice
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30-10:30AM 8:00 AM Exercise 8:00 AM TOPS | 8:30AM TLC 8:00AM Exercise 8:00AM-
Contemporary Service 9:00 AM Blankets 8:15 AM Men’s 1:00PM UMW 12:00PM
9:30AM TrYam’s 10:30 AM Staff Fellowship 5:30-7PM General Mtg — Upwards
10:45-11:45 AM Meeting 10:00 AM UNITEkids Fellowship Hall Basketball
Traditional Service 12:00PM Retired UMW Book 5:30 Dinner 4:00-5:00PM
10:45AM Parental Teachers Club/Pekin 6:00 Choir Food Pantry
Guidance Luncheon Estates 6-7 Program
6:30 PM Grace 4:45 PM Bell Practice 6:00 PM Sanctuary
Country Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM EMERGE 5:30-9:00PM 6:00-8:00PM 6-8:00 PM Radical
Upwards Volleyball 6:30PM Trustees 5:30 PM Chapel
Basketball Meeting
15 16 17 18 Grace Notes 19 20 21
9:30-10:30AM 8:00 AM Exercise 8:00 AM TOPS | Articles Due 8:00 AM Exercise 8:00AM-
Contemporary Service 9:00 AM Blankets 8:15 AM Men’s | 8:30 AM TLC 12:00PM
9:30AM TrYam’s 4:45 PM Bell Practice | Fellowship 10:30AM Miriam Upwards
10:45-11:45 AM Circle @CB Smith 4:00-8:00PM Basketball
Traditional Service 5:30-9:00PM then Our Inn Place | GFFLC, Hospi-
10:45AM Parental Upwards 6:00-8:00PM tality Area & 2:00-4:00PM
Guidance Basketball Volleyball 5:30-7PM Kitchen Re- UMW Tracy
7:00 PM EMERGE p f served DeGraaf
UNITEkids Concert—
5:30 Dinner GFFLC
6:00 Choir
6-7 Program
6:00 PM Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
6-8:00 PM Radical
5:30 PM Chapel
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30-10:30AM 8:00 AM Exercise 8:00 AM TOPS | 8:30AM TLC 8:00 AM Exercise 11:00AM-
Contemporary Service 9:00 AM Blankets 8:15 AM Men'’s 9:00 AM 12:30PM
9:30AM TrYam’s 10:30 AM Staff Fellowship 5:30-7PM Susannah Circle Grace Café
10:45-11:45 AM Meeting UNITEkids Hosp. Area
Traditional Service 4:45 PM Bell Practice 5:30 Dinner 11:30AM Rachel-
10:45AM Parental 6:00-8:00PM 6:00 Choir Sarah Circle @
Guidance 5:30-9:00PM Volleyball 6-7 Program Our Inn Place
2-5:00PM Hospitality | Upwards 000 PM%anctuary
Area and GFFLC Basketball Choir Rehearsal 5:30 PM Chapel

Reserved
7:00 PM EMERGE

6-8:00 PM Radical

29

9:30-10:30AM
Contemporary Service
9:30AM TrYam'’s
10:45-11:45 AM
Traditional Service
10:45AM Parental
Guidance

7:00 PM EMERGE

30

8:00 AM Exercise
9:00 AM Blankets
4:45 PM Bell Practice

31

8:00 AM TOPS
8:15 AM Men'’s
Fellowship

6:00-8:00PM
Volleyball
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601 N. 4th St.

grace.org
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Multiplying Jesus’ Followers through God’s Grace

In Our Thoughts and Prayers:

Joyce Antonini

Randy Bignell

Emily Block

Vera Byrd

Pastor Joel Catlin

Rachel Clark

Dr. David Danner

Evelyn DelLong

Mina Dickinson, Janet Ray’s sister
Brian Espe (Willowdean’s son-in-law)
Merla Evans

Earline Filyaw

Pastor Gary Ford

Patricia Fulk

Sidney Graffis

Margarete Hall

Janni Harrison

Melda Harrison

Gary & Joan Heiser
Mike Ingles

Margie and Dave Kelly
Cindy (Comstock) Long
Erin and Eric McFarland
Dakota Miller

Pat Moser

June Parr

Janet Ray

Gary Rose

Lois Runyon

Brittany Sharp, granddaughter of Jim
and Pat Mc Mullin
Willowdean Stone

Ron and Barb Trimble
Jeremy Wallis

Terri Zimmerman



